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Introduction by Robert Hand

The most regrettable thing about this work is that it is incomplete. He
was apparently one of the most important and influential of the ancient
astrological authors and all we have of him are the fragments translated
here, incomplete and in some cases not clearly his. To make matters
worse, his Thesaurus is one of those rare ancient works, a genuine
reference book, something we badly need, if we are to attain a complete
knowledge of ancient astrology.

We have no idea how extensive the original work was, but it
appears 1o have been something on the scale of Wilson's Dictionary of
Astrology or DeVore's Encyclopedia. In our own work on the ancient
Gireek material, these fragments have been most useful in defining terms
that were unclear when used by other authors, who apparently assumed
an easy familiarity with Greek astrological terminology on the part of
their readers. Having no such easy familiarity, Antiochus has been
invaluable to us, as we believe he will be to our readers. At some point
in this project we expect to create a glossary of ancient, medieval and
renaissance astrological terminology. For the ancient Greek part, at
least, we will be relying heavily on the Thesaurus.

The highlights and significant parts of this work are almost too
numerous to mention. For example, we have aspects in mundo clearly
described with calculation methods'. We have precise definitions of
terms that are not clearly defined in modern astrology such as
‘affliction®.” We have extensive material on the applications of the
Moon and their effects in electional or katarchic astrology’. And among
the most significant items that we have in this work, are descriptions of
the ways in which the various types of aspect relationship are used. As
we saw in Paulus® the Greeks distinguished between aspects measured
clockwise and aspects measured counterclockwise in the zodiac, and

! See section L15.
1 Bee section 1.27. [RH]
! See section (1.1 [RH]

* Sec the General Note in Paulus on schéma. [RH]

used them differently, Of particular interest is the concept of the
‘hurling of rays' in which a planet aspects another planet clockwise
(into the preceding signs). In Antiochus we see several examples of how
this is used and when it is sigificant'. In several instances the ‘hurling
of rays’ is important in situations in which modern astrologers would
make no distinction between aspects forward into succeeding signs or
backwards into preceding signs. This is another one of those concepis
in Greek astrology, like sect, which, if the teaching is correct, could
have a powerful effect upon the practice of modern astrology. There is
also more malerial on sect and what reinforces sect positively and
negatively.

The list could go on. However, there are two things which I believe
that the reader should notice. The first concerns the fine distinctions that
Antiochus and other Greek authors make between astrological
relationships that we would be inclined to group together, the aspect
relationships, for example. The second is that these subtle distinctions
usually arise out of some kind of first principle. These first principles
may not be stated, but one can see them at work, if one looks carefully,
We hope in later works to lay these principles out clearly so that all can
see them for what they are, the basis of the theoretical foundations of
astrology. When our authors give us delineations of astrological
combinations, they are not giving us data to memorize unthinkingly.
They are giving us samples of the working out of basic principles. This
needs 1o be stressed lest we acquire modern “authorities™ who simply
go about citing chapter and verse without understanding the principles
beneath what they cite. The study of the astrology of India suffers
particularly from this tendency. I believe that when we understand the
bases of Greek astrology, we will also have the key to understanding
the bases of Indian astrology.

Note— All of the footnotes in this book are by the translator, Robert
Schmidt, unless initialed RH in square brackets, [RH] indicates a note
entered by your editor.

' See sections 121, 1.23, 1.27, 136 and 4. [RH]



Introduction by Robert Schmidt

The present translation has been made from two sets of excerpts edited
in the Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum. The first set was
excerpted from Rhetoriug’ large compendium (no longer extant in its
entirety), and Rhetorius had himself made these excerpts from a
Thesaurus (or Treasury) of Antiochus. This set of excerpts was edited
in Vol. 1, p. 149 ff. by F. Boll. Many of the entries in this collection
were apparently taken over almost verbatim by Porphyry in his
Introduction to the Tetrabiblos.

The second set of excerpts (from Vol. IIL, p. 107 £f, also edited by
F. Boll) is identified as being from the same Thesaurur of Antiochus.
However, the sequence of excerpts seems to be broken with apparent
excerpts from another works or works inserted. Most of these insertions
are attributed to Heliodorus by the modemn editor. A few of the sections
are of doubtful authorship. We have translated those that the editor has
attributed to Antiochus with some certainty.

As the reader will quickly determine for himself, these excerpts
cannot all be in the original state that Antiochus wrote them. There are
numerous editorial remarks by Rhetorius and others nght in the text,
references to Paulus and other astrologers later than Antiochus, and
locutions that betray the hand of Byzantine paraphrasers of later
centuries.

From this portion of Antiochus’ Thesaurus we can infer something
of the extent and specificity of the Hellenistic technical astrological
terminology. Almost every imaginable relationship of aspect, dignity,
and place seems to have been defined or characterized. Had each of
these relationships actually been studied for their astrological
significance, or is it just the result of astrological theorizing?

It is also becoming increasingly clear that many passages in the
writings of Ptolemy and other astrologers are not writien vaguely,
metaphorically, or poetically, but instead employ a precise language that
conveys very specific instructions for relating the stars and the sky.

But these excerpts should alse alert us to the fact that this technical
terminology is not always univocal. Like Book Delta of Aristotle’s
Metaphysics, this Thesaurus could have been subtitled “Things said in
many ways.” Consult the entry about ‘spear-bearing,” where there are
four, quite different, technical meanings associated with this word. And
it is clear that in other astrological texts, we will often have to select the

proper meaning of these terms through context, because, consistent with
general Greek practice, the writers often left this task to the reader.

This tension between the concrete and the equivocal is also an issue
in the delineation material that we have been translating. On the one
hand, the Greek manner of writing i5 s0 concrete that instead of
referring collectively to the native’s “licentiousness,” it will say that he
is prone to “licentiousnesses,” that is, individual licentious acts. It seems
so natural for us to translate these abstract plural nouns by singulars,
and this has often been done in the present translation.

Yet this usage may be more than just a mannerism on the part of
the Greeks. It may have to do with their whole way of aiming their
minds, and regarding the world. For, consider that the most important
Greek philosophical term ‘ousia,* which is often translated as ‘Being,’
is just such an abstract noun (formed from ‘owsg,’ the feminine
participle of the verb 1o be). Literally, it should be translated as
‘beingness.” But each and every individual sensible thing is a
‘beingness” in the Arstotelian philosophy. So the whole world is
populated by many ‘beingnesses.” The mere fact that this language
sounds so strange to us is an indication that we do not think the same
way. Are we missing something by being so “modemn" in our translation
of ‘licentiousness,” and other such words?

In the lists of key words and phrases in the delineation material we
run into another version of this problem. It is often impossible to tell if
something concrete is intended. When the word ‘euphués,’ is used,
which fundamentally means ‘well grown,’ it may often mean either ‘of
good mental disposition’ or ‘of good figure’ Or when the word
‘apodémia’ is used, which fundamentally means ‘being away from
home,” it might have the sense of ‘traveling abroad,” or of ‘being in
exile." The astrologer does not specify. So the question is: Does he have
one of these concrete meanings in mind? Or is he referring to some
general character? Or does he intend some symbolic astrological
structure? All of the above? None of the above?

What little we know about Antiochus of Athens comes from references
to him by other authors. We have no direct information'. From the

' This account is derived largely from Frederick H. Cramer, Astrology in
Roman Law and Pelitics, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 1954,
pp. 187, 188, [EH]



authors that he cites and the ones that cite him, Antiochus of Athens
Jived in the second half of the Second Century CE., after Polemy,
before Antigonus of Nicaea.

It is clear from the references to him by later astrologers that
Antiochus was among the most influential of the ancient astrologers.
This resulted in his being quoted and excerpted by several later authors.
Among these were the Anonymous of 379 (see our edition of this
work), Hephaestion of Thebes, the “Palchus” fragments’, Firmicus
Maternus®, Porphyry and Rhetorius. Otherwise we would have nothing
of his writings at all. Rhetorius (c. 500 C.E.) copied the most extensive
sections of Antiochus and most of the material translated in this volume
comes from Rhetorius’.

General MNote

In general this translation uses the same technical vocabulary as the
Paulus and the Anonymous. For example, for one planet “to look
shead” at another is a precise technical term. See the section on
Translation Conventions in this volume.

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first translation of the
fragments of the Thesaurus of Antiochus of Athens into any modemn

language.

' As of Cramer’s writing it was believed that there was a highly influential
author of ahout 500 C.E. named Palchus. Subsequent scholarship has revealed
that there was no such astrologer. The fragments atiributed to him are either
miscellaneous fragments of Greek writers, translated from Greek to Arabic back
to Byzantine Greek, or works originally written in Arabic and translated into
Byzantine Greek. The name Palchus comes from the Iranian city Balkhi from
which came, Abu Ma'shar, one of the most imporumt of the Arab Era
astrologers. The fragments attributed to “Palchus™ apparently came from Balkhi.
[RH]

! Latin author, /1. 330-354 C.E. wrote the Matheseox libri VIII This work
has been translated by Jean Rhys Bram, Ancient Astrology: Theory and
Practice; Moyes Press, Park Ridge NI, 1975, [RH]

? This brief biographical segment was written by the editor. [RH]
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Explanation and Statement of the Whole Astronomical
Art
From the Thesaurus of Antiochus of Athens

Part I
Prooemium

Why did we start the twelve :Jidia, which are circular in form, from
Aries, and not instead from Cancer where the cosmic Horoskopos took
place; nor from Leo as from the solar :@idion? Why was Aries, the
place of Ares, honored above the two lights? We say, then, that since
the ancients made the twelve zdidia corporeal in accordance with the
parts of man, beginning from Aries, calling it the head, Taurus the neck
and so forth in succession up 1o the feel, they began from Aries, in
order to begin from the more dominant part that signifies the brain and
all that apperiains to the head, And for another reasom: because they
formed the ages of man in relation to the tropics by starting from the
spring zdidion, that is, from Ares. For, the spring signifies the suckling,
the summer youth, the fall middie age, and the winter old age.

These are 4 zdidia, then, and they are called tropical, and there are
4 solid ones, and 4 bi-corporeal ones. Tropical zdidia are so called from
the fact that when the Sun comes to be in them, the turnings’ of the air
undergo a change. For example, when it comes to be in the tropical
zdidion Aries, it ushers in the spring and equipartite’ turning, and from
then on the air becomes [finer], and the day lengthens from the equal
hours. When it comes to be in the solid and spring zdidion Taurus, it

' The numbering of the sections i Part 1 is directly from the original text.
The numbering in Part 11 has been provided for reference purposes by your
editor. [RH]

! tropé. The word ‘tropical’ comes is directly related to this word, which
simply means ‘turning.’ In this section it is vsed in four different ways. There
is the ‘turning’ of the Sun in its course to go southward or northward. There is
the “tuming’ of the balance of day and night. There is the physical "turning” of
the air mass. And there is the “turning” of the temperature, where it changes
“direction” and begins to become hotter or colder. These ane all related to each
other in the texL

! is&mierinas. This refers to the equal night and day of the equinoctial times.



makes the air caimer and unchangeable, while it increases the day even
muore. When it comes to be in the bicorporeal zdidion Gemini, it makes
the air ambiguous, and makes a commixture of in between spring and
summer, while it increases the day even more. In this tri-zdidion, then,
the spring, which is air, is completed.

Again, when the Sun comes to be in the tropical zaidion Cancer, il
ushers in the summer turning. The air starts to become warmer, and
from then on it subtracts from the magnitude of the day and adds to the
magnitude of the night. Again, when it comes to be in the solid and
summer zdidion Leo, it makes the air calmer and unchangeable, still
subtracting from the magnitude of the day and adding to the magnitude
of the night. Again, when it comes to be in the bi-corporeal zdidion
Virgo, it makes the air ambiguous and makes a commixture in between
summer and fall, while it further increases the night and shortens the
day. In this tri-zdidion, then, the summer, which is fire, is fulfilled.

Again, when the Sun comes to be in the tropical zéidion Libra, it
ushers in the fall and equipartite turning, and from then on the air is
turned to the colder. The mght now lengthens from equal hours. Again,
when it comes to be in the solid zdidion Scorpio, it makes the air
calmer and unchangeable, still subtracting from the magnitude of the
day and adding to the magnitude of the night, Again, when it comes to
be in the bi-corporeal zdidion Sagittarius, it makes the air ambiguous
and makes a commixture in between fall and winter. And it further
subtracts from the magnitude of the day, and adds to the magnitude of
the night. In this tri-zdidion, then, the fall, which is earth, is fulfilled.

Again, when the Sun comes to be in the tropical z6idion Capricorn,
it makes the winter turning. And from then on the air is turned to the
more wintry; and the day starts to increase, while the night starts to
leave off. Again, when it comes to be in the solid and wintry zdidion
Aquarius, it makes the air of winter calmer and unchangeable, by
subtracting from the magnitude of the night having added to the
magnitude of the day. Again, when it comes to be in the bi-corporeal
zdidion Pisces, it makes the air ambiguous, and makes a commixture in
between winter and spring, by subtracting from the magnitude of the
night having added to the magnitude of the day, to equipartite hours. In
this tri-zdidion, the wintry air, which is water, is completed,

1. Concerning the Masculine and Feminine zGidia and the Places
and Stars that Become Masculine and Femlnlne

There are six masculine zdidia: Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius,
Aquarius. And there are six feminine zdidia: Taurus, Cancer, Virgo,
Scorpio, Capricorn, Pisces,

The places from the Midheaven to the Hdroskopaos xre masculine,
while the places from the Haroskopos to the subterraneous pivot point
are feminine. Again, the places from the subterrancous pivot point to
the setting pivol point are masculine, while the places from the setting
pivot point to the Midheaven are feminine. Of the 4 quadrants, then,
two become masculine, and two become feminine.

Agamn, the stars the Sun, Kronos, Zeus, Ares, and Hermes are
masculine, while the Moon and Aphrodite are feminine. These stars
sometimes become masculine, other times feminine, They become
masculine when they happen to be moming risers in relation to the Sun;
that 15, when they happen to be in the zdidia preceding the Sun at least
15 degrees away from it. But they become femimine when they happen
to be evening [risers] in relation to the Sun, being at least 15 degrees
away from it. Again, the stars which happen to be in musculine zdidia
and are northern become masculine. But they become feminine when
they are in feminine zoidia and southern. Again, the stars which happen
to be in masculine quadrants (from the Midheaven to the Horoskopos,
and from the sublerraneous pivol point to the setting one) become
masculine. But those in the feminine guadrants (thal is, from the
Haroskopos to the subterraneous pivot point, and from the setting pivot
point to the Midheaven) become feminine'.

" If one were to take preceding paragraphs literally, they would appear (o
be contradictory, Planets seem to be inherently of one sex or another, but yet
change sex when they are placed differently. There is a simple and probabie
solution. All planets are inherently masculine or feminine. According to most
other writers Mercury changes its sex according o placement, but these same
writers make Mercury a triplicity ruler in a masculine (and diswmal) triplicity.
Antiochus makes Mercury masculine. Mercury would seem 1o be very close to
meutral with & slight tendency toward the masculine.

However, the inherent sexuvality of each planet can be reinforced or,
alternatively, overcome by the sexual polarity of the placement. The most
masculine energy would be signified by a masculine planet in & masculine

3



The stars which become masculine in the inherently masculine'
sgidia or the inherently masculine quadrants contribute to masculine
births, For, they make those have the masculine nature in themselves
wilful and daring. But they make women undignified, shameless, daring,
insubordinate, masculine in relation to intercourse, or masturbators. The
stars which are feminine by their phases, zdidia, and quadrants, make
men soft, fainthearted, cowardly, fearful of everybody, effeminate and
entirely castrated, or those who do the work of women. But it makes
women with downcast eyes, modest, considerate, dignified, cbedient to
men, and those who perfectly learn the cusioms of women.

And we have said these things concerning the stars which rise in
the morning or the evening. For, those of the stars which hnvr.mmn?:l
be setting or retrograde’ are inactive and weaker and irregular in
relation to what they do, except for those stars which are in the heart.

And those stars are said to be in the heart’ which travel in
company* with the Sun, either on the same degree, or beside it. None
of the ancients was aware of this phase, but we record it after having
tested it, since Polemy calls this phase “synodic,” though be has not

quadrant in & masculine sign, the most feminine energy by a feminine planet in
a feminine quadrant in a feminine sign. A masculine or feminine planet situated
in places of opposite sexunl polarity can be changed into that opposite polarity,
although one might expect symbolic tension to result. [RH]

| grrenGmenos. This is the perfect participial form of the present verb form
we have been translating as ‘become mascoline.” The perfect participle in Greek
does not refer 1o time so much as the completion of an action. We might say
here that the zdidia or quadrants have so perfectly become masculine that they
are masculing,

Accordingly, it would seem to indicate here that the cited zfidia and
quadrants are inherently and immutably masculine or feminine, while the
planets can assume & masculine or femimne cast.

* gphaireiai. Presumably these means subtractive here, as in subtractive in
numbsers.

! This is approximately the same as ‘cazimi,” [RH]

! sunodeud. That is, are conjunct it. The term ‘synodic’ derives from this
ward.
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spoken of its activity.

2. Concerning the Sect of the Stars

For diumal births, the sect leaders are the Sun, Kronos, Zeus, for
nocturnal births, the Moon, Aphrodite, Ares. For, Hermes becomes
common in relation to the sects. And the Sun, Zeus, and Aphrodite are
held to be benefics: while Kronos and Ares are held to be malefics. For
as common, Hermes is good with the good planets, and becomes
malefic with the malefics. But concerning the benefics and malefics,
they said that they are “so-held',” since when the malefics are well
situated in phase, sect, and place for a certain birth, they often magnify
the fortunes; while if the benefics are badly situated, they hinder them.
For Dorotheus spoke on this heading, saying: For, three-sided®
evil-workers are dulled; and a star is not yet base when it should be
found in a good place; and a place is not bad when it bids welcome 1o
a good one’.

' That is, it is partly a matter of convention to divide the planets into
benefic and malefic. it {s not an inherent quality. [Additional by RH] This
seems to be an carly recognition of an idea that is considered quite moderm, that
no planet is inherently benefic or malefic, although it is not clear that the will
of the individual has anything o do with it [amblichus in his work, On the
Myviteries, addresses this same issue in a discussion of "how some of the Gods
are beneficent, but other malefic.” Iamblichus asserts that all divine powers
(including planetary ) are good in themselves and descend to us “with invariable
sameness for the salvation of the umiverse. . ." But this world “participates of
them [i.e., divine powers] according to its own proper nature, and not according
to their [i.e., the gods’] power.” And further on "Hence they are absurd. . . who
ascribe depravity to the celestial bodies, because their participants [italics mine]
sometimes produce evils.” lamblichus, O the Mysteries, trans. Thomas Taylor,
Wizards Press: San Diego, 1984, pp, 68-69.

! Aspect or the three dignities?

* This quote from Dorotheus was originally in verse.



3. Concerning the Mixture' of the 12 Z5idia

We have found Aries to be fiery; Taurus, earthy; Gemini, airy; Cancer,
watery. Again, we have found Leo to be fiery; Virgo, earthy; Libra,
airy; Scorpio, watery. And again, Sagittarivs, fiery; Capricorn, mﬁry.
Adquarius, airy; Pisces, watery. So that the trigon Aries, Leo, Sagitiarius
is fiery; the trigon of Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn earthy; the trigon of
Gemini, Libra, Aquarius airy; the trigon of Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces
walery.

This was not said aimlessly by the ancients. For, since everything
material is composed from these 4 elements or bodies, it is necessary
that man, as participating in the same nature, also share in these
elements. And they assigned the four pivot points of the birth in
accordance with the four mixtures® of these 4 clements’, thusly: If
Aries should mark the birth-hour, this is a fiery zdidion; and if
Capricorn should culminate, this is an earthy rdidion; and if Libra
should set, it is an airy zdidion; and if Cancer should happen to be in
the subterraneous pivot, the mixture will be best. Again, if you should
seek the post-ascensions and the declines of the pivots, you will find
them to lie analogously in accordance with the four elements.

' krasis. A general word for combination or blend. It is also used for the
mixture of different matures into ong, &s in the correlation of the fixed stars 10

a mixture of pairs of planels.

1 The word "krasis’ or “mixture’ is used in Aristotelian tradition to refer to
the mixture of primary qualities in the elements, hot and dry, cold and wel. etc.
[RH]

* “This represents four different ways that the elements can be arranged on
the four pivot points, assuming, of course, that one is using either equal or sign-
Bs-house houses (ropod).
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4. Concerning ziidia which Are Rough', Dull-white’,
Itch-causing, or Eruptive

When the Moon is afflicted in Aries, Cancer, Seorpio, Capricom, or
Pisces, it makes itches, scaly or dull-white leprosy, or skin-eruptions,
This is not only true for the Moon, bat also when the Lol of Fortune or
the Lot of Divinity happens to be in these zdidia, being contemplated
only by malefics. And they also make those who are bom humpbacked.

5. Concerning the Licentious Zaidia

Licentious and malefic are Anes, Taurus, Capricorn, Pisces, and Libra
oo in part. You will find out more detail concerning these in what lies
ahead.

6. Concerning zdidia which Are Harmful to the Eyes

zdidia which are harmful to the eyes are Taurus by means of the
Pleiades, Cancer by means of the nebula, Scorpio by means of the sting,
Sagittarius by means of the point, Capricorn by means of the spike,
Aguarius by means of the pitcher, and Leo in part. And you will find
out more detail concerning these in what lies ahead.

7. Concerning Exaltations and Depressions

Having spoken, then, accordingly of the entire physical commixture of
the :didia, we will come to the causes of the exaltations, depressions,
and contrarieties of the stars. Why is it that where the Sun is exalted,
there Kronos is depressed; and where Kronos is exalted, there the Sun

' Rough (fepradés) and dull-white {alphddés) are general adjectives derived
from the appearance of leprosy, but which could be applied to the z8idia
themselves. A doctrine of correspondence is evidently behind this; vet the
context is also causative



is depressed? We say thal it is because the Sun is the storehouse' of
fire and light, and is the master of the day; while conversely, Kronos,
signifying the darkness, is cold®. Then, at the place where the light of
day is exalted, there the darkness and the night is depressed, and that
which is cold is warmed. But at the place where the darkness is exalted,
there the light is depressed and the day becomes shorter.

And again, why is it that at the place where Zeus is exalied, there
Ares is depressed; and where Ares is exalted, there Zeus is depressed?
We say that it is because Zeus is the overseer’ of the life-breath and
abundance, while Ares is the overseer of death®. Then, al the place
where the life-breath increases, there the bringer of death is depressed;
and where death increases, there life is depressed.

And again, why is it that at the place where Aphrodite is exalted,
there Hermes is depressed; and where Hermes is exalted, there
Aphrodite is depressed? We say that it is because Hermes is the master
of arguments’, while Aphrodite is the overseer of desire and
intercourse. Then, at the place where the intellectual® increases, there
the desire and the pleasurable in intercourse is depressed. And where
the appetitive and pleasurable is exalted, there the intellectual is
depressed.

And again, why is it that at the place where the Moon is exalted,
there nothing is depressed;, and where the Moon is depressed, there

! tameion. Guardianship metaphor.

! We have an apparent contradiction here. If Saturn is diumal then why
does it signily darkness? According w Plolemy in the Tetrabiblos Book 1.7
(Robbins trans.) Satum is diurnal precisely because of this. Satum necds the
heat and light of day in order to overcome its inherently malefic, cold and dry
qualities. [RH]

¥ epharos. More guardianship.

4 The Mesopotamian deity which was originally assigned to the planet Mars
was Nergal, the god of war and death. [RH]

¥ logoi.

" 10 logikorn.

nothing is exalted? We say that 1t is because the Moon is the {ortune of
all. And he whom fortune exalts, no one may depress; while he whom
fortune depresses, no one is able to be exalt’.

8. Concerning the Contrarieties® of the Stars

Why is it that the houses of the Sun and the Moon are contrary to the
houses of Kronos? We say that it is because the Sun and the Moon are
the lights of the cosmes, while Kronos is the master of darkness.
Whence light is always contrary to darkness, and darkness to light.
Again, why is it that the houses of Hermes are contrary to the houses
of Zeus, and the houses of Zeus to the houses of Hermes? We say that
it is because Zeus is the overseer of possessions and abundance, while
Hermes is always the masier of arguments. The intellectual faculty,
then, is always contrary to, and lovks down upon, the desire for
possessions, and abundance is contrary to what is intellectual, Then
again, why is it that the houses of Ares are contrary to the houses of
Aphrodite? We say that it is because Aphrodite is the overseer of every
desire and delight and pleasure, while Ares is the overseer of every fear
and war and passion’. The delightful and appetitive and pleasurable,
then, is contrary to the termible and passionate and polemical®.

"It is apparcnt that the planets are opposed in exaltation and depression in
the manner of contrary qualities, like hot and cold, wet and dry, which in the
sensible world are constantly tuming into one another. More of the one is less
of the other. For example, hotter is tantamount (0 less cold, and vice versa.
These represented the prnciple of the Limitless in Plaio's Philebur, But
compare the kind of opposition in the next section.

* enantidma. The word simply means contrary. From context, the modemn
astrological equivalent i3 evidently “detriment” This concept was nof used in
Paulus, nor in Plolemy as far as we can tell.

* thumes.

* We have used the term “contrariety” here 1o pick up an Aristotelian
subtlety. For him, contrariety is complete difference, unlike the contrary
qualities referred to in the preceding section, which can tumn into one another.
Notice that in his analysis here Antiochus uses dark and light to contrast Kronos

9



But that this is so, it 15 also necessary to judge thus in accordance
with the truth: That the natures of the stars, in respect to their
configurations, are in every heading. For, why does Ares together with
Aphrodite produces aduliery? It is not clear that every adultery is
constituted by pleasure and fear, that is, from Ares and Aphrodite, For
again, see Aphrodite consorung with Kronos, how it makes those so
born without seed, unfortunate in children, sordid, or unmarried, by
mixing the natures of both. You will find the cause as follows: since
Kronos happens to be cold and dry in nature, and, even though one of
those mentioned earlier is cold and dry, that which is pleasurable and
fertile is breath', how will he become one who bears children or will
have an unsordid marmiage through what is elderly or sordid in the
nature of the star’?

9, Concerning the Sect of the Trigonal Masters’
Of each trigonal side, then,—I mean by a trigonal side that which is

counted through 5 z5idia; for example, from Aries to Leo, and from
Leo to Saginarius, and from Sagittarius to Anies there are 5 zdidia, and

with the Sun, whereas above he used hot and cold. Since contrareties cannot
turn inte each other, their opposition creates & certain kind of tensing and
relaxing, which in the Platonic tradition gave birth (o entirely new beings, not
merely different blends of qualities.

That the two kinds of opposites, exaftanon and depression, rulership and
contrariety, should have been analyzed in these terms not only helps to get a
clearer idea of how these (wo sets of dignities (and their opposites) were
understood and distinguished by the Greek astrologers, but represents a quite
high degree of philosophical sophistication.

' Presumably, the breath, being air, is here hot and wet, contrary o the
gualities of cold and dry. These seem to take for granted the Aristolelian

elements and not the Stoic elements. [Additional by RH] Of course this assumes
that breath actually is a reference to the element air,

1 The entire analysis in this second paragraph only makes sense if we make
the distinctions mentioned in page 9, note 4 above.

¥ ie., triplicity rulerships. [RH]

U

they produce a trigonal side or bine of 120 degrees in the zodiacal
gircle. For three times one hundred twenty results in 360 degrees, which
are the number of degrees that the whole zodiacal circle has.—of this
trigonal side, then, the Sun has mastery by day; Zeus has mastery by
night; and Kronos is the third and common master of these, Again,
Aphrodite has mastery over Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn by day; the
Moon has mastery over them by night; and Arcs is the third and
common master. Again, Kronos has mastery over Gemini, Libra, and
Aquarius by day; Hermes has mastery over them by night; and Zeus is
the third and common master. Again, Aphrodite has mastery over
Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces by day; Ares has mastery over them by
night; and the Moon is the third and common master. And you will find
the uses and the effects of these trigonal masters in the sections ahead.

10. Concerning the 36 Decans and the Stars Co-rising with Them
and the Faces

Although the zodiacal circle had been cut into 12 sections, that is, into
12 zdidia, the ancients set down another 36 sections, which they called
decans. And they apportioned these out by zdédion so as to rule over ten
degrees, whence they are called decans. The aforesaid stars which
co-rise in the zodiacal circle underlay' these decans, and they have the
faces of the 7 stars, which faces have a sympathy for the stars lying
upon them?.

For example, suppose that the Sun is at ten degrees in the first

! hupokeimai. In a philosophical context this would mean to underlie
something as a substratum in which something else may inhere. And we have
translated it with that semse. Bul it might mean less specifically that the
co-nising stars were simply assigned or allocated to these decans.

? Whatever the exact sense of note 1 above, this passage seems 1o imply
that it is the extra-zodiacal stars co-rising with the regions of the ecliptic that
constitute the decans (hemselves, They might be thought of as an entity
analogous o & zoidion. But whereas the closest relationship of a planet to a
zdidion is one of rulership or exaltation, the closest relationship of a planet 1o
a decan {5 one of “countenance,” or face, This might also lead us to speculate
on an extra-zodiscal source for the boundaries.



decan of Aries, in the face of Ares. Since, then, we have found that the
Sun signifies the matiers of the soul, you will find the soul of this
manly spirit to be irascible, delighting in battle, arms-loving, and the
like. But again, suppose that the Sun is at 20 degrees in the second
decan of Aries, in the face of the Sun; it signifies that such a manly
spirit is bright in his soul, a lover of fame and of honor and not at all
delighting in battle. But again, suppose that the Sun is at 30 degrees in
the third decan of Aries, in the face of Aphrodite; it signifies that this
manly spirit is feminine-souled, of the female type, shameful, lecherous,
and the like. See how in one zdidion three differentia have been
exemplified for the matters of the soul alone’.

[In the original there is inserted at this point a list by Teucron the
Babylonian on the signs and decans.|

Teucron the Babylonian has set out these things quite well. We will
make our comments by degree as follows.

One must know that each single zdidion has three decans, while
each of the decans has been allotted ten degrees. The Sun spends 24
hours in each degree, or one night and day.

In the Ist decan of Aries, it makes dangers, treacheries, fluxions.
In the 2nd decan, it makes those who are wealthy and held in esteem,
except that they are liable to die suddenly. In the 3rd decan, it makes
disease, tumults, misery in youth, but good cheer in old ape.

In the Ist decan of Taurus, it makes the native wealthy from
someone else and esteemed. In the 2nd decan it makes youth full of
hardship and those who quickly escape dangers. In the 3rd decan, it
makes soldiers, those who procure with ease, who are steadfast, who are
organizers, and long-lived.

He who has married in the Ist decan of Gemini will not be
fortunate, will not be devoted, and will be grieved about children, In the
Znd decan, he will not have a devoted marmage, but he will [gives signs
of the endurance of armies]. In the 3rd decan, it makes those who are
wealthy, held in esteem, leaders, except that they are liable to die
suddenly.

In the 1st decan of Cancer, it makes those who take part in public

' The first two paragraphs in this section are found almost verbatim in
Porphyry's Introduction (o the Tetrabiblos,
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affairs, and they will be grieved about children, those who are deeply
grieved in youth, but who become most fortunate in old age. He who
has married in the 2nd decan of Cancer will [have a rich dowry] and
will be benefitted by other peoples things, and he will be aggrieved by
his wife. 1n the 3rd decan, the native will be smooth-tongued and deeply
grieved in youth, but will be pladdened in old age.

In the Ist decan of Leo, it will make those who lead and are
wealthy and find the way to their goal, and who bury teir wife first,
In the 2nd and 3rd decan it makes meanness and produces hardship and
[destroys] him who lives abroad.

In the 1st decan of Virgo, it makes dangers, and those who are born
will quickly become orphans. In the Znd and 3rd decans, t makes good
fortune and they are made rich by female connections; except that they
are aggrieved in their parents and children.

He who is born in the first decan of Libra will be in danger in
youth, but later he will gain by reason of [mines] and from discoveries.
In the 2nd decan he will rich in quadrupeds, except that he will be
liable to die suddenly. In the 3rd decan, he will undergo diseases and
tumult in youth, but he will be gladdened in old age in many ways.

In the 1st decan of Scorpio, he will be helped by windfalls
{hermaikos], and an heir of notable things is brought to light. In the 2nd
decan, he will undergo dangers in youth. He who is bin in the 3rd
decan will be a soldier, will live many years, will bury his wife first,
and will be wealthy in his old age.

He who is born in the Ist decan of Sagittarius will not [take pains]
in a wife, and will be prieved about children. In the 2nd decan, his life
will be lived free from pain, except that he will end it with strangers.
In the 3rd decan, it makes these who are rich and held i esteem., and
he will receive an inheritance from a woman.

In the Ist decan of Capncomn, it makes those whe take part in
public affairs, and they will be grieved about children, and they will be
in danger in youth, and will be fortunate in old age. In the 2nd decan,
it makes those who are useful and those who are helpedby the things
of others. In the 3rd decan, he will become acute, glibtongued, one
who wastes his patrimony; he will be in misery in his youth, but he will
be gladdened in his old age.

In the 1st decan of Aquarius, he will be good and ctangeable and
accommodating 10 women. In the 2nd and 3rd decans, il makes those
who are base, and depraved in youth—corrupters of things, involved in

13



matter and water',

He who is born in the 1st decan of Pisces will be worhless,
involved in water, lying, except that he will be liable to die a sudden
death. In the 2nd and 3rd decans it makes those who are fortunate and
those who are helped by the things of others, and those who are
fortunate in marriage and will be grieved in their children.

11. Concerning the Non-wandering Bright Stars and the Powers
of those that Co-rise.

The type of the zdidia and of the co-rising stars has been constituted
from the synthesis of the stars. There are among them, then, bright stars
and faint stars and stars which are gloomier’. The ancients who
observed these said that the brightest of these stars were of the first
magnitude, the fainter stars of the second magnitude, while the gloomier
stars were of the third magnitude, and following in this order they found
them up to the sixth magnitude. They also said that these stars shared
in the mixture of the planets, as we said earlier, and that and some of
them happened to be in the zodiacal circle, some of them farther north
than the zodisc, some of them farther south. Then, observing the
brightest of these stars, they found 30 bright ones” which happened to
be of the first and second magnitudes. If, then, these should be found
to have the same degree as the Haroskopos or the Midheaven, or they
should form a figure with the Sun or the Moon or with some other star,
they will alter the birth in accordance with the mixture which appertains
to them. For example, if the mixture is benefic, the matters of fortune

' Matter and water appear to be cormupting influences. This does not appear
to refer w an involvement with these as substances as such. Sec also the Pisces
decans. [RH]

* stugnoteras.

* These 30 bright stars are the subjects of the Treanise on the Hright Fived
Stars by the Anonymous of 379 and Prolemy’s Phases, although e lista in the
two works differ slightly. The first of these two has boen published sl eleancd
by Project Hindsight along with this treatise. Pwolemy's Phaws will be
transtated and issued shontly by Project Hindsight (WM ]
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will be better, but if it is malefic, worse'.

12. Concerning the Boundaries according to the Egyptians and
according to Plolemy, and of the Bright and Shadoved Degrees

Again, the ancients, dividing each zaidion into half® regios and places,
gave them the name ‘boundaries,” but not in accordance with equal
numbers of degrees, as we found for the decans, but with a different
number according (o another reason which they adopted in the perfect
periods of the planets. (1 mean the periods which you will find in what
follows")

The degrees of the boundaries are themselves lyinz by zaidion.
Some of them have been found for Zeus, others for Aphrodite, others
for Kronos, and others for the remaining planets. Whenever, then, one
of the stars should be found in the house of a benefc and in the
boundaries of a benefic, [since it has a relationship to the birth], it has
a beneficent effect on the fate. And if it should be found in the house
of a benefic, but in the boundaries of a malefic, it lessens the good
cfiect on the fate. But if it should happen to be in the house of a
malefic, and in the boundaries of a malefic, it afflicts and dims the fate.
The action of the boundaries, then, modifies the effect description* of
the stars, just as has also been said for the faces of the decans.

Prolemy, then, did not agree with the boundaries of he Egyptians.
For this reason, I was compelled to make mention of hem. But the
boundaries of the Egyptians are only of help in their own
effect-descriptions’.

The bright, shadowy, and faint degreas do not have an insignificant

' This entire section is found almost verbatim in Porphyry's Iniroducrion
1o the Teirabiblos.

* hémisus, The significance of this word here is not clear. [RH]

} See section 1.49.

* apotelesmatographia. -ourgia. Cf with Paulus. Does not ndicate chart.

¥ apotelesmata.
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effect, if indeed the stars are found to be in the bright degrees. For I‘!Jiﬁ
reason, | was also compelled to record these i the upcoming
[sections]'.

13, Concerning the Ascensions of the 7 Zones.

Prolemy recorded the ascensions of the 7 zones after making & precise
investigation to the minute, and we have need of these in every
genethliacal procedure just as he recorded in his Handy Canon’.

The Epyptians and Valens recorded the 7 zones more roughly, but
we [actually] have need of these in the co-risings of the zdidia and the
stars for each zone, just as Valens said in his [apotelesmatics].

14. Concerning the Assignment of Body Parts of the zdidia

He has recorded the pari-assignments’ of man, those parts over which
each of the zdidia and each of the planets has authority, through our
knowing the injuries and sufferings which arise for man from the Lot
of Fortune, the Lot of Divinity, the Lot of Injury, and their rulers. For
it is in them that the injuries and sufferings are recognized for the most
- Accordingly then, having said all the aforesaid, and after giving a
clear explanation of them, I am recording [below] the manifest power
of the figurations.

! This entire section is found almost verbatim in Porphyry's Introduction
to the Tetrabiblos,

* Usually refered to as the Handy Tables. [RH]
! melothesic
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15. Concerning Triangles, Squnres, [Hexagons), and Diameters,
and Those Which Have an Unconnected Relationship to Each
Other After the Pattern of Diameters.

The differentia of the triangular, square, and hexagonal configurations
are established. And the first and greater differentia [of all] is that being
taken by degrees' in accordance with the Handy Canon of Prolemy, as
we have shown in what follows. The second is the temporal’
differentia, which Antigonus and Phnaes the Egyptian and certain others
have recorded, and they named an isosceles triangle of the ascensions
of the zdidin. The third is the zodiacal or common and universal
differentia, in relation to which we all are in doubt’. For, many times;
when the Sun is in Leo sbout the Ist degree, while Zeus is in
Sagittarius about the 5th degree; the tmangle Zeus to the Sun was
[propounded], the idle ones* were figurated with one another. For, they
do not stand platically” within 120 degrees, nor have they occurred
temporally within 120 degrees, not even ascensionally within 120

" moirikds. This must be the partile, or exact geometrical figoration, iec.,
aspect. The aspect is being taken hy degrees.

! This seems to be the ancestor of the modem mundane aspect, where the
aspect is measured along the equator in right and oblique ascension, instead of
along the ecliptic in celestial longimwde,

' He appears to be addressing the question of the use of sspects by sign
when they are beyond partile. [RH]

“argoi. "Idle ones’ refer to planets that are not related by figure,

* platikss. Literally, broadly, This is evidently the zodiacal (zdidiakas)
figuration, i.e., aspect. by sign. Whereas the modern platic aspect (after Lilly
and others) seems virtually identical to a geometrical aspect with orb, the
ancienl platic aspect seems to derive from the aspect between the zdidia
themselves, now transferred to the plancts. For example; any two planets within
zdtdia which are in trine, are themselves in platic or zodiacal trine. Does the
teaching conceming application and separation apply to platic aspects, or to
partiie aspects, in which latter case it would be tantamount to the use of orbs?
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degrees'.

The triangular side, then, is always called zodiacal’, which again
had the activity’, since neither the partile nor the temporal kept it
together. Since, then we have recorded the partile triangular, square, and
hexagonal side in what follows, through the Canon of Piolemy, and we
just now exemplified the zodiacal’, we thought it necessary (o record
the temporal by means of an example. Suppose the Sun to be in Aries
at the 1st degree in the zone through Alexandria; and suppose Zeus to
be at the 2nd degree of Leo, Ares at the 5th degree. I will do as
follows: The ascensional times of Aries are 21;40, the ascensional times
of Taurus are 25, the ascensional times of Gemini are 28;20. the
ascensional times of Cancer are 31;40, The ascensional times of the four
zhidia become 106:40. In relation to 120 times, 13;20 are left over,
which 1 find at about 11 1/2 degrees of Leo. For, doubling the 35°
times, 70 times result. And by making 11 1/2 times these, [ find 805
times, which I divide by sixty. 13;25 times result. | connect these with
the 106;40 times. Together, 120;5 result. Thus, the 11 1/2th degree of
Leo is found in the zone of Alexandria, producing an isosceles triangle
with the first degree of Aries. And we say that Zeus is regarded both
zodiacally and temporally by the Sun, while Ares is regarded zodiacally
alone.

Since 21;35 times are left over in Leo, | add them to the second
isosceles triangle as follows: the ascensional times of Leo are 21,35, the

! The distinction betweem ‘ascensional’ and ‘temporal’ is not clear here.
[RH]

* Aguin “rodiacal’ means aspect by sign. The sense of this text scems (o be
that only an aspect by sign is still in effect, i.e., platically. [RH]

¥ Le., there is an effect from this. The general conclusion appears o be that
aspects can occur partilely on the ecliptic, or by sign only, temporally, or by
ascension, Any combination of the above has an effect, although it would seem
that having more than one of these in effect at a given time is more powerful.
[RH]

* Again by sign.

? The ascensional times of Leo. Antiochus uses the same values as Paulus
and Prolemy. [RH]
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ascensional imes of Virgo are 38;20, the ascensional times of Libra are
38,20, Together, they are 98;15. Again, in relation to 120 times, 2145
are left over, which I find at about 18;37 degrees of Scorpio. For, by
doubling the ascension of Scorpio, which is 35 times, 70 times result,
And by making 18:37 times these, [ find 1,305 tumes, which I divide by
sixty, 21;45 times result, which I add to the 98;15 times. Together, 120
times result. Thus, 18,37 degrees of Scorpio are found t produce the
second isosceles triangle to 11 1/2 degrees of Leo in the zone through
Alexandria,

Again, since 13;15 times are left over from Scorpio, [ add to these
the third isosceles triangle. There are 13;15 umes of Scorpio, 31:40
times of Sagittarius, 28,20 times of Capnicorn, 25 times of Aquarius,
21;40 times of Pisces, Together, they are 119;55 times, vhich produce
the isosceles triangle of the zodiacal circle. The 5 [degres] left over in
relation to the 120 times in the first triangle are ignored. And with the
same method you will find the hexagonal and square sides which are
called temporal'.

16. Concerning Unconnected zdidia and Those Having Sympathy
for One Anocther.

Ziidia which are unconnected, but have a sympathy for ore another, are
ill the equally ascending zdidia, and those which are equally powerful
and like-engirding. For example, Aries and Pisces, Gemini and
Capricorn, Cancer and Sagittarius, Virgo and Libra, are equally
ascending. Gemini and Cancer, Virgo and Aries, Libn and Pisces,

' This section actually describes in mundo aspects of exacty the kind that
Placidus made so much use of in his primary directions. The math is different
but the end result is nearly the same. The principle difference is hat the latimde
of the aspecting planets is ignored, which is consistent with Greek practice.
Notice also that the combination of “temporal” (i use Antiocius’ term) and
zodiacal gspects of the same kind seems 1o be regarded as reinfocing the effect
of the aspect. Later on in post-Placidean astrology, the same prictice is also o
be found along with the opposite idea that an in mumde trine Setween bodies
that are zodiacally in square or vice versa causes a change in the effect of the
zodiacal aspect. This would not have happened very frequendy ot the more
southerly latitndes where the Greek astrologers worked. [RH]
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Sagittarius and Capricorn, are equally powerful. Taurus to Libra, Anes
to Scorpio, are like-engirding, And the proximities of the other
unconnected zdidia [have been) entirely useless for sympathy. This
heading contributes to the co-ascension of the zdidia and the co-rising
of the stars, and to the fnendship and sympathy of men and women and
parents and brothers and friends and slaves.

17. Concerning Sympathetic and Unsympathetic Squares

The zdidia which have sympathy for one another in accordance with a
square zodiacal side are these: Taurus to Aquarius, and Leo to Scorpio
through equal ascension. Again, Leo to Taurus and Scorpio to Aquarius
through equal power. And Gemini to Virgo and Sagittarius to Pisces
through like-¢ngirding. All the other squares happen 1o be useless for
sympathy. Every square side is constituted by 90 degrees, while the
hexagon is constituted by 60 degrees; for, four times 90 is 360, and six
time 60 is 360. And the diameter is constituted by 180 degrees; for,
twice 180 becomes 360, which are the number of degrees that the whole
circle has.

18. Concerning the Tweifth Parts of the Stars

The ancients set oot the twelfth parts of the degrees of the stars in three
ways. Paulus in his Introduction said to make the degrees which are
equal to 13 times the degrees of the star, and to depart from the same
zdidion, at 30 degrees apiece, and wherever the pumber should come
down to nothing, the twelfth part of the star will be in that zdidion. But
Dorotheus says in the |1th book to [make] the degrees by 12. And
Piolemy says in the 26th heading of the 1st book to depart with the
degrees ar two and a half per zdidion. By mial [ found the method of
Dorotheus to be more in agreement with that of Prolemy. And I approve
more of these methods—I mean of the multiplication by 12, and of that
by two and a half. For thus the two methods leave off at the same
zfidion, as in this example: The Moon happened to be at Taurus at the
25th degree. Making twelve times these, [ found 300 degrees. | departed
with these from Taurus at 30 degrecs apiece, and it left off at 30
degrees of Agquarius for the filling up of the zdidia. Again, | departed

with these 25 degrees from Taurus at two and a half apece. It leaves
off in Aquarius for the filling up of the zdédion in respect of two and
a half degrees. But if I make 13 times the 25 degrees, the number will
leave off at the 25th degree of Pisces, and this difference itself amounts
to much.

The method of twelfth-parts is a necessary matter for births, T Jaid
down the effects of them so that no one should treat them incidentally.

19. Concerning zdidia that Hear and See One Another

The zdidia that hear and see one another are compared for exiles and
dangers, for accusations and tidings at the same time, when the Moon
is brought by counter-passage into relation to the star of Hermes or the
benefics at the beginning of the [events] that are examined in relation
to this part'. The zdidia that see one another are these: Gemini sees
Leo, and Leo sees Gemini. Similarly also, those that hesr one another
are these: Scorpio hears Virgo, and Virgo hears Scorpio. And so on in
order.

20. Concerning Looking Ahead

Having so distinguished these things, the preceding star i said to look
ahead’, or bear witness’, o the succeeding star, either by hexagon,
square, riangle, or diameter. For, as it 1s borne along, it depans in the
direction of the preceding stars. For, the planets move with a motion
that is the opposite of the zdidia. Yet, at the same time they run a
special course and together are carried around it each day and night.

" This is nearly identical to the sentence in Chapter 9 of Paulus'
Iniroduciory Matters,

* epitheared.
! epimarturd. It would appear that this verb is synonymous with epitheores.
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21. Concerning the Hurling of Rays

The succeeding planet is said to hurl its rays' at the preceding planet
in accordance with the aforesaid figures. For, the ray of its fire is
carried to the preceding planets as this planet goes in their direction. For
example, a planet in Aries looks ahead at a planet in Cancer. And the
one in Cancer hurls its rays at the one in Ares’.

22. Concerning Right and Lefit Sides

Right-side* figures are those in the preceding parts of the zodiac; lefi’,
the following. For example, Cancer is marking the birth hour at 30
degrees; Gemini is a right-side hexagon at the 1st degree; Taurus is a
right-side square at the 1st degree; Anes is a nght-side triangle at the
1st degree; and the whole hemisphere above the earth. Virgo is a
left-side hexagon at the 30th degree; Scorpio is a lefi-side wiangle at the
J0th degree; and the whole hemisphere under the earth. Right-side
figures, then, are all those that are in the preceding zdidia, no matter
what part of the zJidion they are in; left-sided figures, those in the
succeeding zdidia.

! aktinoboles.

® The concept of the "hurling of rays” is extremely important as we shall
see in later sections. Many of the most important stalements aboul aspects only
apply to ones that fit the definition of “hurling of rays.” [RH]

! dexios. Often translated as dexter.

4 aristeros. Literally, ‘better.’ The left side was euphemistically called the
“better” side to avoid bad luck. “Simister” would therefore not be the best
translation, because it not a cophemism and has negalive connotations.
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23, Concerning the Spear-bearing of the Stars

There is spear-bearing' whenever a particular star, beisg in its own
house or exaltation, hurls its rays® at a star which is in is own house
or exaltation and which is upon a pivot point. For emmple, when
Aphrodite is in Libra, and Kronos is in Capricorn, Aphrofite will have
rays hurled at it by Kronos. Or again, when Kronos is i Libra, Ares
will hurl rays &t it from Capricorn; or instead of Kronos,at Aphrodite.
Or again, Zeus from Sagittarius when Aphrodite is in Litea.

Or when the stars are lying contrariwise in reation to the
Hdroskopos or the Midheaven, a diumal planet in a diunal birth will
act as spear-bearer, while a nocturnal planet does this fir a nocturnal
birth, even if the spear-bearer as well as the planet king guarded
should happen to be in another's house or exaltation.

Or whenever & light should be upon a pivot point in the
Horoskopes or the Midheaven, even if a star of the sect siould happen
to be in another’s house, it will hurl rays at the Sun in rlation to the
pre-ascending degree, at the Moon in relation 1o the pot-ascensional
degree. For example, when the Moon is upon the Haroskopos,
Aphrodite will hurl rays from Virgo or from Libra.

And yet again, spear-bearing is said whenever, with fie Sun or the
Moon upon a pivot point, a star of the sect should act asspear-bearer.

24. Concerning Spear-bearing out of Sec

But they act as spear-bearers out of sect, whenever the durnal planets
should act as spear-bearers 1o the nocturnal planets, andthe pocturnal
to the diurnal.

' See Paulus, Chapters 6 and 14 for his definition of sper-bearing. The
term here seems (o be quite different from the one in Paulus md the one in
Plolemy’s Tetrabiblos, Book ITLS, It seems to have a more geneal significance
than merely being an attendant upon the Sun or the Moon. [RE|

* See section 1.21 on ‘hurling of rays.” [RH]
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25, Concerning Harmony

The triangular and square spear-bearers are more harmonious; for, the
hexagons act without restraint.

26. Concerning Position upon the Tenth Place

There is position upon the tenth' and superiority’ whenever a [star]
lying in the tenth place should be squared on the left-side’, Cancer will
be the Haroskopos. The stars in Aries, then, prevail over a star in
Cancer. Another superiority is spoken of, whenever some star, which is
actually in a place on the right, should look ahead at a star in a left-side

triangle, square, or hexagon.

27. Concerning AfMfiction and Places in which No Dealings Are
Made

Affliction* is spoken of whenever some star has rays hurled”® at it by
malefics, or is contained®, or comes to be in application or in contact
with a destroyer, or is opposed, or is ruled by a star ill-situated in the
places in which no dealings are made (these are the sixth from the

! epidekateia. This seems 1o mean being upon the tenth place.

* kathuperterésis. Literally, being above or superior to,

! eudnumos. Literally, well named—another euphemism for left side.
* kakdsts,

! See section 121 on “hurling of rays.' [RH]

* See secuion L41.
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Horoskopos, the third, the second, the eighth, and the twelfth)'.

28, Concerning Places for Having Dealing

The places for having dealings are the four pivot points, the 2nd trigon,
and the post-ascensions of the Héroskopos and the Midheaven.

29. Concerning Being in its Proper Face’

Being in its proper face’ is said whenever some star approaches the
Sun or the Moon in just the same relation as its house to their houses,
west in relation to the Sun’, east in relation to the Moon®. For
example, the Sun is in Leo, the Moon in Cancer, Aphrodite in Taurus.
With the Sun being in Leo, it is known that it [Aphrodite] is in its
proper face; for, it [the Sun] is in its own house and a masculine
zdidion. 1f Aphrodite was in Taurus, it is likewise in i proper face
when the Moon is in the east and in a feminine zdidion.

' This is a more comprehensive definition that we see in medem astrology
in which affliction is simply a square, or opposition from a malefic. In fact
these two aspects are nol essential o Antiochus’ definition. Yet subsequent
writings suggest that Antiochus definition is much closer to what the ancients
meant by ‘afftiction.' [RH]

? This is the dignity that Plolemy used instead of the more commeon dignity
by “face”, i.e., a planet’s being in its own decan. [RH]

1 idioprasoped.
* Occidental of the sun?

* Oriental of the Moon?



3. Concerning Participation

There is communion' whienever wo planets should be present upon one
zoidion or should border upon it, while it should happen to be the
house of the one, the exaltation of the other’.

J1. Concerning Counter-resolution

There is counter-resolution’ whenever the diurnal planets have the
places of the nocturnal ones and the nocturnal planets the places of the
diurnal ones. Or whenever stars lying upon the zdidia should have good
dealings, while the rulers of the zdidia, not having dealings, should
actually be in affliction.

32. Concerning Reciprocal Mastership
Stars are said to be masters of each other’ whenever the exaltation of

the one and the house of the other should be the z9idia in which the
stars happen to bef.

| medorhd.
2 See section 140,

* The Sun in Aries along with Mars in Aries would be an example of this.
[RH]

Y antanalusiy.
* despotai alielon.

* This would appear to be a type of mixed reception as oppased to a mutual
reception where planets exchange dignities of the same type. [RH]
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33. Concerning the Ruler
A star is said to be the ruler whenever it should have mor relationships
of rulership in some one of the z6idia. | mean relationsiips of house,
exaltation, trigon, boundary, phase, or configuration'.
M, Concerning Contact

There is contact’, or application in the most proper sense, whenever the
faster star approaches to the slower, if it should not be nore than three
degrees distant from it

35, Concerning Application
The contact of the Moon is application” whenever it should stay apart
from the synodic* degree for the course of a day and a right

36. Concerning Intervention

There 1% intervention® whepever a star should hurl its mys®* onto the

! This section contains an explicit statement that rulership and disposition
are determined by the combined use of multiple dignities, mt merely sign
rulership as is the general modemn practice. See page 30, note 1. There is no
evidence thal any kind of weighting system was used of the kind used by
Arabic and Renaissance European astrologers. Each dignity seems to be
considered equal. [RH]

! koll#sis.
* sunaphé.
*ie., the degree of the previous new moon. [RH]
* mesembolésis. Literally, a throwing between.
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intermediate degrees of the application’.

37. Concerning Sorpassing

There is surpassing’ whenever some one of the stars should pass by the
degree of another star either bodily or by figure.

38. Concerning the Bond

The Moon is said to be carried under bond’ whenever should come to
be away from the Sun by 15 degrees. Freeing the bond is said
whenever, after passing the Sun by, the Moon should be apart from the
Sun by the same number of degrees. The same is also said for the
Whole Moon. For, when it is 15 degrees before the Whole Moon, it
comes to the bond. But when it stands apart after it, it frees the bond.

39, Concerning Void-Coursing

There is void-coursing® of the Moon whenever it is not applying to any
planet, not bodily and not by figure’.

® Note that the intervention can be only from a planet that is in the
succeeding signs in contrast 1o more modern usage. [RH]

' This is quite similar o ‘prohibition’ as used by Seventeenth Century

English astrologers. The main difference is that only nspects from succeeding
signs are allowed. [RH]

* parallagé.
Y sundesmox. Also see Paulus, Chapter 35.
' kemodromia

* This is our ‘void of course Moon.” |[RH]

40, Concerning Juxtaposition
There is juxtaposition' whenever stars should be within the same

boundarics® either bodily or by figure, or should border’ upon each
other with respect to the boundaries of the same star®,

4l. Concerning Containment

There is containment’ whenever two planets should have one mean

! homoroésis. Literally, to have the same boundary, border upon.
! horia.
1 ephoroa?

* There appear to be three forms of juxtaposition described here. The first
is simple enough. It consists of two planets within the same boundaries (in
modem usage ‘term’). The second is not so clear. It could be interpreted in
either of two ways. First, the second planet makes an aspect (o the first, such
that the exact degree of the aspect point falls within the same boundaries as the
the first planet. We will call this interpretation, [I-A. The second interpretation
could be as follows, that the second planet lies within boundaries with the same
ruler as the first planet but in another zdidion that has a proper aspect
relationship (i.e. opposition, trigon, square or hexagon) 1o the: eéidion of the first
planet. We will call this interpretation 11-B.

The third nsage, which we will call ITI, simply requires that the second
planet be in boundaries ruled by the same planet that rules the boundaries of the
first planet, ie., the two planets have the same boundary lord. Usage Il is so
similiar to the usage [I-B, that there would seem to be redundancy. For this
reason, your editor favors usage II-A as the proper interpretation of the second
usage of juxtaposition. However, your editor is not all certain that he is comect.
We hope that future translations will clarify the matter. [RH]

! emperischesis,













































