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TRANSLATOR'’S PREFACE

Porphyry the Philosopher was born in Tyre, Syria about
234 A.D. and studied grammar and rhetoric at Athens under
Cassius Longinus (c.213-273), who changed his star pupil’s
name from the Syrian Malchus ‘King’ to Porphyrios ‘Pur-
ple-clad’. In 262 Porphyry went to Rome to study Neopla-
tonic philosophy under the famous philosopher Plotinus
(c.205-270). After several years of intense study, he became
sickly and depressed, and, on Plotinus’s recommendation, he
moved to Sicily about 268, where he lived for five years be-
fore returning to Rome. Thereafter, he lectured on philoso-
phy and wrote books on a variety of subjects. Both in his lec-
tures and in his books he tried to make philosophy and other
subjects intelligible to the ordinary person. He died about
304. His most famous pupil was said to be the philosopher
Iamblichus (¢.250-¢.330).

Among Porphyry’s numerous works are, a Life of Py-
thagoras, a Life of Plotinus, Aids to the Study of the
Intelligibles (an account of Plotinus’s philosophy), Intro-
duction to Aristotle’s Categories (a widely read treatise on
logic), Treatises on Vegetarianism, Against the Christians
(a detailed scholarly attack in 15 books on the Christian re-
ligion, of which only fragments have come down to us), and
a book of special interest to astrologers, the Introduction to
the Tetrabiblos.

It was apparently towards the very end of the third century
Fhat Porphyry wrote the Introduction to the Tetrabiblos. Jul-
1us Firmicus Maternus (fourth century) refers to Porphyry as
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“our Porphyry,” which probably means that as a young man
he had studied under him." And it is possible that Porphyry’s
interest in astrology was what first aroused Firmicus’s own
interest in the subject.

In his Introduction, Porphyry says that Ptolemy had failed
to explain some of the fundamentals of astrology adequately
in his Tetrabiblos and had omitted some others altogether, so
Porphyry proposes to supply the necessary cxplanations.2
This is consistent with his efforts to make philosophy intelli-
gible to non-philosophers. Actually, his Introduction to the
Tetrabiblos goes further. His work is in fact a short dictio-
nary of astrological terms. He cites Nechepso and Petosiris,
Teucer of Babylon, Timaeus, Antigonus, Phnaes the Egyp-
tian, Apollinarius, and Antiochus of Athens. He seems to
have copied more than a dozen chapters of his Introduction
more or less verbatim from Antiochus’s Treasury, a work
written a century earlier, which unfortunately has not come
down to us intact.’

In astrological history, Porphyry is best known for the
so-called “Porphyry System of Houses,” a method of calcu-
lating the cusps of the intermediate houses by dividing the
zodiacal arcs between the astronomical MC and the ASC and
the astronomical MC and the DSC into three equal parts.
This was the first quadrant system of house division and the

'See James Herschel Holden, A History of Horoscopic Astrology (Tempe, Az.:
AF.A., Inc., 1996), p. 63 and n. 158; 2nd ed. (Tempe, Az.: (AF.A,, Inc., 2006),
pp. 65-66 and n. 158.

*Pingree says that despite the title and Preface the work is not a commentary on
Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos. This is consistent with my opinion that it is actually a sort
of Astrological Dictionary.

3See the papers by David Pingree, “Antiochus and Rhetorius” in Classical Philol-
ogy LXXII (1977): 203-223, and “From Alexandria to Baghdad to Byzantium.
The Transmission of Astrology” in the International Journal of the Classical
Tradition 8,1 (Summer 2001): 3-37.

viti

third system of house division, the first being Sign-House,
and the second Equal House.'

However, Vettius Valens (123-c.175) describes the same
system in his Anthology, iii. 2,% and attributes it to an other-
wise unknown astrologer named Orion. Whether Porphyry
had learned of the system from Orion’s book or reinvented it
independently is unknown. At any rate, it now goes under
Porphyry’s name.

According to Pingree, Chapters 1-45 are probably part of
Porphyry’s original work; but Chapters 47-52 correspond
verbatim to the Paris Epitome’ of Antiochus’s work, where
they are Chapters 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, and 46. And Chapters
53-55 are spurious from an unknown source.

However, I note that Chapters 53-55 closely resemble
four chapters of Sahl ibn Bishr’s The Introduction to the Sci-
ence of the Judgments of the Stars, Book ], so they are proba-
bly from a Greek text that was translated from the Arabic text
of Sahl’s book and mistakenly tacked on to the end of Por-
phyry’s book by the medieval compiler.

‘ Thus, Porphyry’s Introduction, as it has come down to us,
1s a composite work probably patched together by the
Byzantine astrologer Demophilus, who was active at Con-
stantinople in the last decade of the 10th century. Some of the
chapters 1-45 are very similar to chapters in the Astrological
Compendium written by Rhetorius the Egyptian around 500
A.D.* These are most likely chapters from Antiochus’s Trea-

i
lsee my paper, “Ancient House Division,” in the AFA Journal of Research, Vol.
(Tempe, Az.: AF.A. Inc., 1982).

Ny
3Vettlus Valens Anthologiae ed. D. Pingree (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1986).

4Edited in CCAG VIII 3.
Rhetorius the Egyptian Astrological Compendium trans. by James Herschel




sury, independently copied by Porphyry and two centuries
later by Rhetorius.

Hephaestio of Thebes (380-after 415) in his
Apotelesmatics' cites some passages from Porphyry that do
not appear in our received text, so the original work was evi-
dently somewhat more extensive than that which has come
down to us. Hence, as mentioned above, the received text of
Porphyry’s Introduction does not contain all of the chapters
of Porphyry’s original text, but only those chapters that
Demophilus could find.

The first printed edition of Porphyry’s book was pub-
lished by Hieronymus Wolf at Basel in 1559. There is a new
modern edition by Stephen Weinstock and Emilie Boer in the
Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum, vol. V, Part
4, published in 1940. It is from the latter edition that I have
translated Porphyry’s book into English. Weinstock and
Boer say that Wolf’s edition was evidently made from the
MS Monacensis 59, which they characterize as being of
poor quality. (Wolf says the same thing in the preface to his
edition.) The principal MSS used by Weinstock and Boer
and the sigla that they adopted are these:

S Monacensis 419 saec. XIV paper ff. 157
contains Chapters 1-43 & 46-52 on ff. 108-114, and
Chapters 53-55 on f. 104

D Laurentianus Plut. 28,20 saec. XIV paper ff. 267
contains Chapters 1-55 on ff. 1-18

M Marcianus 314 saec. XIV parchment ff. 286
contains Chapters 1-55 on ff. 182-195

Holden (Tempe, Az.: A.F.A, Inc.).

Y4potelesmaticorum Libri Tres. ed. by David Pingree (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner,
1973), e.g. Book ii. 10. 23-24, where some planetary positions are cited that can
be dated to 5 Oct 234 (which Neugebauer thinks might be Porphyry’s birth date).

L Laurentianus Plut. 28,34 saec. XI (vel X?) parchment
ff. 1-170

contains Chapters 47-52 as Chapters 10-12, 14-15 & 46
of Rhetorius

H Scorialensis II. ¥. 17 saec. XV paper
contains Chapters 49 on f. 5" and 45-46 on ff. 38" — 40"

B Baroccianus Oxoniensis 94 paper ff. 189
contains Chapters 45 on f. 111, 35 on f. 118, a fragment
of 41 on f. 114, and excerpts of Chapters 1- 44? on ff.
121V - 125"

The editors found MS S to be the best MS. MSS D and M
often offer the same differences from S, so they are perhaps

copies of a now lost MS &. However, MSS H and B appear to
be copied directly from the archetype. If I understand them

Archetype

Sub-Archetype

L S

N

Other MSS (B, et al.)

xi




correctly, they postulate a relationship of the MSS like the
above:

Despite their best editing efforts, there are a few places in
the Greek text that still appear to be corrupt. These are
marked by daggers or mentioned in the footnotes. I have also
found it necessary to employ paraphrase more often than I
usually do in translating.

James H. Holden
Phoenix, Arizona
2000

xii

Preface to the Second Edition.

Two complete chapters and portions of three other chap-
ters were not translated in the first edition. These have now
been translated. I have also revised the entire translation,
added a few footnotes, and appended a Concordance of the
chapters of Antiochus’s Treasury, Rhetorius’s Compendium
of Astrology, and the chapters of Porphyry’s Introduction to
the Preface to the First Edition.

James H. Holden
Phoenix, Arizona
December 13 2003

xiii



Xiv

Preface to the Third Edition.

David Pingree’s last paper on Rhetorius' contains some
useful information on the composite text that has come down
to us as Porphyry’s Introduction. It is therefore necessary for
me to revise some of my remarks in the Preface to the first
Edition.

In view of Pingree’s description of the sources of the sev-
eral chapters, the stemma shown above would appear to refer
to the descent of some of the MSS from Demophilus’s com-
pilation (the Archetype). But MS L actually contains chap-
ters from a MS of Rhetorius, which Demophilus added to his
copy of Porphyry’s text. And I have determined that Chap-
ters 53-55 of Porphyry’s Introduction are in fact a version of
four chapters of Sahl ibn Bishr’s The Introduction to the Sci-
ence of the Judgments of the Stars,? Book I; so, as mentioned
previously, they are probably from a Greek text that was
translated from the Arabic text of Sahl’s book and mistak-
enly appended to Porphyry’s text.

James H. Holden
Phoenix, Arizona
September 12 2007

T
From Alexandria to Baghdéd to Byzantium. The Transmission of Astrology” in
the International Journal of the Classical Tradition 8,1 (Summer 2001): 3-37.

2 . .
See Sahl ibn Bishr, The Introduction to the Science of the Judgments of the Stars,
translated by James Herschel Holden (Tempe, Az.: A.F.A., Inc., 2008).
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Preface to the Published Edition.

I have made a few additions and corrections to the text of
the third edition, and the opportunity has now come to pub-
lish this translation. I want to thank Kris Brandt Riske, the
Executive Director of the American Federation of Astrolo-
gers, for preparing the text for publication. And I also want to
thank Jack Cipolla, the AFA Operations Manager, for de-
signing the book covers.

Also, my translation of Sahl ibn Bishr’s The Introduction
to the Science of the Judgments of the Stars was published by
the A.F.A. in 2008. And my translation of Rhetorius the
Egyptian’s Astrological Compendium was published by the
A.F.A. in 2009. So both of those books are now available.

James H. Holden
Phoenix, Arizona
October 15 2009
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xviii

PORPHYRY THE PHILOSOPHER

INTRODUCTION TO THE
ASTROLOGY OF PTOLEMY.

1. Preface.

Since Ptolemy treated the features of the comprehensive
science of the heavenly bodies and the kinds of astrological
influences that have been observed to result from it in general
terms, displaying an obscure and indeed an unclear manner
of speech because of the usage of old words,' of necessity I
intend for the sake of clarity to define in advance the terms
that contribute to the attainment of this [science].

And it is proper in the present work to run past the things
that were distinctly stated by Ptolemy in certain places—in-
asmuch as they have an obvious explanation—but it seems
good to us to present those things that are summarily, and at

lPtOl.emy’s Greek is rather crabbed and sometimes hard to understand. This may
possibly indicate that his native language was Egyptian and that he had learned
Greek as a second language. But Porphyry’s Greek is not a model of clarity ei-
ther, since he was a Syrian by birth. I have broken some of his lengthy sentences
Into shorter ones. And I have felt obliged to use paraphrase more often than I usu-
ally do. In general, Porphyry’s language is not always easy to read.



the same time, not plainly stated, and to present them quite
clearly and in a customary and befitting manner. And so, for
instance, mention is made of testimony, and doryphory, and
predominance, and domination, and the things we are going
to include below; which, if not absolutely explained by this,
will be raising new questions for the one entering upon the
approaches to prognostications. Wherefore, concisely as
well as clearly, following our predecessors, we are setting
forth this timely Introduction, which ought to be easily
comprehended by those uninitiated in these matters.

2. Changes Produced by the Transfers
of the Sun, Moon, and Stars.!

The Sun was assigned to be just like a most powerful King
among the celestial stars, clearly governing and arranging
and setting in order the things that exist in the air, and those
that exist on the earth. And the rest of the stars, presiding
over the smallest change in their joint combinations with
him, work with [him], or work against [him]. Naturally,
therefore, the Sun is called to enumerate the seasons; since,
according to its own declination, spring, and summer, and
autumn, and winter hold sway; and, when they are being
forecast in the seasons, hot spells and cold spells. Besides
too, it is generally causative of the winds.

But to keep things in order and to create life, the Sun
brings to light the disorderly and lifeless substance of life
arising from incessant birth, since it has the seed of the fully
completed living things, and the monthly cause of that which
lies underneath. And similarly too, the things spawned by the

"This chapter is similar in content to Tetrabiblos i. 2, including the use of rare
words, such as the verb symmeiod ‘become less along with’.

solar warmth from the mud of the earth, and the offspring of
the living things in the waters; which, in the pervading living
things, from its lights, and from its skillful power of arrang-
ing, it endows with form in the arranged periods. Yet still it
also naturally regulates the seeds that are seasonably con-
cealed in the earth for sprouting.

But again, the Sun arranges all the actions appointed for
the seasons, and of course they influence farmers and also
those aboard ship, and the plants, along with the living
things. But it leads the farmers and those aboard ship to ob-
serve the configurations of the wandering stars' and the fixed
stars along with it for safety. It prepares those living things
that are without reason’ to stay in winter in warm dwellings
and those having calm, and in summer to go to the more
breathable and well-watered regions. But it also prepares the
plants following it to have a sequence in the solar journey;
for, according to those same seasons, they bring forth pleas-
ant and fine-smelling flowers, and they put out buds, and
they continue bringing forth all kinds of fruit.

And the Moon, being of all the stars the nearest to the
earth, and blending together with her applications in their
configurations, and with the magnitude of the lights of those
from the same ones that are reaching into the ones there, she
bears the lesser portion of the energy with respect to the Sun.
And just like a Queen that is strongest in the world of the
heavens, she has struck proportionately to the Sun, arranging
the hours for instance—indeed the four weeks of the
month—for, with the Sun running through the zodiac in its
?ntirety in a year; the Moon, from its growing bright and tak-
Ing a run, moves in nearly 29% days from new Moon to new

"That is, the Planets.
2 "
Animals,



Moon, and shows the closest relationship to the four quarters
of the year.

From its first appearance down to the First Quarter, it is
like Spring; and thence down to the full Moon like Summer;
and down to the Second Quarter like Autumn; then, next in
order down to its disappearance,1 it is like Winter. And it
does not arrange a nativity according to its creating, but it
does something similar. For it influences the things subject to
it, and it ripens and increases and decreases. And it corre-
sponds to those things that are called maritime crea-
tures—crabs, lobsters, and sea urchins, and of course the
hard-shell [creatures] of the same nature as these—]that are]
increasing and decreasing along with the Moon.

But again too, the plants swell and ripen with fruits and
seeds from the full distribution of the wetness that is being
put together along with modest warmth. But also there is
made known the successive arranging of those things lying
under the Moon, along with the things occurring according to
nature. In women for instance, the cleansing of their menses
takes place at a monthly time for the most part. And the
rivers, and also the springs, and the straits increasing to-
gether and indeed emptying out together, just as is customary
for them—they change with the increasing of the Moon.

And she makes 7 phases with the Sun: crescent-shaped,
then when the Moon is 60 degrees distant from the Sun down
to the following; and the quarter, when she is distant by 90
degrees; and gibbous, when [she is distant] 110 degrees; and
full-Moon, at 180 degrees; and second gibbous because of
the lessening of her light when her distance from the Sun
goes less than 120 degrees; and the second quarter when it is

'At the time of new Moon.

90 degrees distant; and the crescent-shape when it is 60 de-
grees; and when it is less than those configurations, she goes
under the Sun beams into the so-called conjunction.! And it
indicates the surrounding condition of the air, for all the indi-
cations of the weather are made according to the Sun, as it
draws near to each of the indicating stars.

And following after those that are defined thus, it is neces-
sary to explain the notable risings of the planets and the dis-
tinctive combinations of the fixed stars with them, since re-
ally the morning risings of the planets, and their stations, and
not in the least the magnitudes of the eclipses of the Lights
with the concurring conjunctions or full-Moons by opposi-
tion, and in the tropical and equinoctial signs. And yet also
the disposition of the heavens occurring at the time of birth,
from which the whole determination is obtained for us. The
most useful things occur from the natural sympathy of the
signs, in which the signifying <stars> are posited in their pas-
sages, for the declaration of the way the houses are arranged
and their appearances.

And from the ruler of the stars and the blending that it par-
takes with the others, it is possible for us to forecast about the
probable good or bad things that are going to happen in addi-
tion to these, and also those of the diverse combinations of
nativities.

And all of these stars rise as morning [stars] whenever
they are distant from the conjunction in the direction preced-
ing the Sun by 15 degrees more or less. And likewise, when
the [star] of Saturn and the [star] of Jupiter and the [star] of
Mars are morning [stars] and they are distant [from the Sun]
by around 120 degrees they make their first station [where

1
The new Moon.



they begin] retrograding.' Coming into the 6th sign; and also
retrograding more, they move into the acronychal [position]
aspecting the Sun by opposition—and at the time of its set-
ting they rise at the beginning of night. And likewise, retro-
grading from the acronychal [position], and going into the
trine following the Sun, they make their second station.’
[And] again coming to the epanaphora’ of the Sun and mak-
ing the vespertine setting, they arrive at the conjunction. For
the conjunction is lordly whenever it chances to be partile
[conjunct] the Sun in the same sign, not being separated from
it by more than 59 minutes.’

But the star of Mars alone also makes two other “phases”
with the Sun, which those who are attentive to such things
usually call “anomalies.” And the first anomaly is made
whenever as a morning [star] it goes before the Sun 82 or
90 degrees, and the second in the vespertine setting when-
ever the star is the same distance away from the Sun.” And
always these, as is clear, make their motion less than that of
the Sun.

Both the [star] of Venus and the [star] of Mercury make
the things that change the livelihood of men and the things on
the earth through their configuration with the Sun when they
are accomplishing their daily courses rapidly or slowly.
Wherefore, they also make two phases with respect to the
Sun: morning appearance,6 when they are rising before it, or

"The first station is called static retrograde by modern astrologers.
*Now termed static direct.
3That is, when it comes to the sign in the zodiac following the Sun.

*“This seems to be an earlier version of the phase “in the heart of the Sun,” where
the orb is cut down to 17 or 18 minutes (the semi-diameter of the Sun).

>These phase differences are mentioned by Pliny, Natural History 11, 60

Here and in the latter part of the sentence I have translated anatolé ‘rising above
the horizon’ as ‘appearance’.

following after it by more or less than 15 degrees'; and eve-
ning appearance, when they are setting after it, or preceding
it by less than 15 degrees, or by setting further after it.?

And when they have chanced to be within the said dis-
tance in the going before [phases], they make the morning
setting; but in the following after [phases], they make the
evening setting. And the [star of] Venus is stationary when its
distance from the Sun comes closest to 47 degrees; but the
[star of] Mercury around 23 degrees.’ But in those following
the first station, they end up being retrograde; but in those
leading after the second [station], they are moving forward
[again]. One must see in general, that all the stars always
make a shift in the following [phase]. And only a trick of
sight produced the appearance of the planets in the same de-
gree. And the notable ones of the fixed stars, as it is stated in
Ptolemy, are combined in their natures that are mixed to-
gether with regard to the planets, [and] with the natures of
these they are made joint rulers and they act conformably
both in the universal occurrences of the regions and in the
individual peculiarities of the nativity.

'The text actually reads “when they are rising before it or rising after,” but it
means “rising before or following after,” as I have translated it. When a planet is
“}x;lsmg before the Sun,” it is behind it in the zodiac; hence, it is “following after
the Sun.”

2Here, where the text has “following after”, I have written “setting after”, since
the planet must actually be “preceding the Sun”, i.e being further advanced in the
zodiac, in order for it to appear in the west after sunset. Either the Greek text is
corrupt, or else Porphyry has simply given an incorrect definition.

*These values are from some pre-Ptolemaic planetary treatise. They are similar to
the values 46 degrees and 22 degrees given by Pliny, NH II, 38, and are of course
only approximations. For a comparison table, see O. Neugebauer, HAMA (New
York; Heidelberg; Berlin: Springer Verlag, 1975. 3 vols.), Vol. 2, pp. 804-805.



3. The Configurations that the Stars Make in their High
and Low Points, the Apogees, and the Perigees.

It is necessary to understand the preceding statements
thoroughly in order to trace out the observed principles of as-
trological influences, because in their high and low points in
the signs the planets make four configurations. The first is
when going down from the highest apside' to the middle they
have fallen from a high point. And the second is when they
have gone from the middle into the lowest apside, returning
to their perigee. The third is when from the down point they
go up again to the middle, being raised up from the perigee.
And the fourth is when they have come from the middle to
the high point, arriving at the apogee.

For the stars when going down from the lofty apside, after
becoming synodic” to the Sun, begin to move forward. And
going down from the middle of the apside, making the first
station, they come into the acronychal phase®; and rising up
from the perigee, still making the acronychal phase, they be-
gin to retrograde, and they come into the second station; and
going up from the middle apside to the highest, making the
second station, and following that, the greatest change, com-
ing into the synodic relationship with the Sun, they make
their opposition.

'Literally, a point in the orbit. Usually used only of the farthest and closest points
in the orbit, but here also used of the points in between those. The “highest
apside” is the apogee or the farthest point from the Earth, and the “lowest apside”
is the perigee or the closest point to the Earth. Porphyry is describing the plane-
tary motion in an epicycle.

That is, “in conjunction with the Sun.”

3The acronychal phase is when the planet rises when the Sun sets, i.e., when the
planet is in opposition to the Sun.

4. Diurnal and Nocturnal Stars.

Whenever they say diurnal stars, they are signifying Sat-
urn and Jupiter, declaring them to be of the Sun’s sect be-
cause they do not make many settings or [other] configura-
tions.! For they rejoice by day when they are effective and in
the domiciles of diurnal [stars]. But when they say nocturnal
stars, they are referring to Mars and Venus, establishing
them to be of the Lunar sect. And in fact they have many con-
figurations, often going under the setting and being ob-
scured.”

However, they declare the [star] of Mercury to be com-
mon, for with whichever one it happens to be in configura-
tion, to that one it is related—oriental, to the Sun; and
occidental, to the Moon.

5. The Houses which are also called Zones of the Stars.

Houses® and zones of the stars [are what] they term the 12
twelfths of the zodiac, which they also call signs. Of these,
the most northerly and closest to us are given to the luminar-
ies—to the Moon, Cancer; and to the Sun, Leo. And [then] in
order to the one nearest them, Mercury, [they give] Gemini
and Virgo, after which, to Venus, Taurus and Libra; then, to
Mars, Aries and Scorpio; then, to Jupiter, Sagittarius and Pis-
ces; then to Saturn, the one farthest from us, Capricorn and
Aquarius.

'Since they move more slowly than the other planets.
That is, being under the Sun beams.

It would be better to translate the Greek word oikous ‘houses’ as ‘domiciles
(Which T have done hereafter), since in modern astrology the technical term house
refers only to the celestial houses. And modern astrologers speak of the signs of
the planets. But the older writers, such as William Lilly, still used the term houses
of the planets, despite the ambiguity.



6. Exaltations.

They establish [as] exaltations of the stars the [signs that
are] trines of their diurnal domiciles and those agreeing in na-
ture. For example, the Sun. Since Leo is its domicile, its exal-
tation is Aries, which is the trine of that [sign] and one that is
quadrupedal; and the Sun has its exaltation around the 19th de-
gree. Saturn, since its domicile is Aquarius, the exaltation will
be Libra around the 20th degree. Jupiter, since its domicile is
Pisces, its exaltation will be Cancer around the 15th degree.

For the nocturnal stars, which are of the sect of the Moon,
because of the weakness of its ray, the sextile of the domicile
is the exaltation [sign]. Let, then, the Moon’s exaltation be
the sextile of Cancer, i.e. Taurus, around the 3rd degree. The
exaltation of Mars is the sextile of Scorpio, i.e. Capricorn,
around the 28th degree. The exaltation of Venus is the sextile
of Taurus, i.e. Pisces, around the 26th degree. But the [star]
of Mercury, since it is common and its ray is dimmer because
of its frequent setting, has the same domicile and exaltation,
i.e. Virgo, around the 15th degree.'

And the signs opposite the exaltations are their falls, in
which they have weaker powers.

7. Co-rulers.

They are said to be co-ruler with each other, whenever it
is their domicile or their exaltation. And they say that some
co-rulers are rulers of the domiciles, and some are rulers of

'This is an attempt to give a reason for the selection of certain signs as exaltations.
However, the exaltation signs were actually designated by the Babylonians as
“the secret places of the stars.” And their reasons for choosing a specific sign for
each planet are unknown.

10

the triplicities. For example, in the case of Aries, the co-rul-
ers are the Sun and Mars; of Taurus, the Moon and Venus; of
Gemini, Mercury and Saturn;' of Cancer, Jupiter and the
Moon; of Leo, the Sun alone; of Virgo, Mercury alone; of Li-
bra, Saturn and Venus; of Scorpio, Mars alone; of Sagittar-
jus, Jupiter and the Sun; of Capricorn, Mars and Saturn; of
Aquarius, Saturn and Mercury; of Pisces, Venus and Jupiter.
And similarly too with the rest.

They say that the Sun and the Moon are luminaries,
Lights, and Kings,? and rulers of the day and the night. In
those co-rulerships in which the exaltation of one [of them]
is not taken, they say they are luminaries of the sect.?

8. Aspects.

They call the mutual configurations of the stars aspects.
And their configurations are these: the frine [consists] of 5
[signs],* whenever there are 3 signs in between the two; and
the square of four, whenever there are two signs in between
them; and the opposition of 7, whenever there are 5 in be-
tween; and the sextile of 3, whenever there is one sign in the
middle of them.

And the configurations by frine are sympathetic and help-
ful, and if it is destructive,’ it is less hurtful. The square is
harsh and discordant and able to cause trouble if it is destruc-

'Satum is a co-ruler because it is a triplicity ruler of the Air triplicity, being ex-
alted in Libra and ruling Aquarius.

2

3Or, rulers.

A special technical term. Usually called Lights of the Times.

. The ancients counted both ends of a sequence rather than only the intervening
1tems and the far end as we do. Hence, from their point of view, the interval from
Aries to Leo consists of 5 signs, not 4.

When one or both of the end points is afflicted.
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tive. The opposition is antagonistic, and worse if it is malefic;
the sextile [is] feebler. It is [also] necessary to see whether the
configurations are perfect according to degree' and not just by
sign: the trine by 120 degrees, the square by 90 degrees, the
sextile by 60 degrees, and the opposition by 180 degrees, for
many times they are configured by sign but not by degree.2

9. Dexter and Sinister Aspects.

They say that it is a dexter trine or square or sextile from
which the star departs, but a sinister one to which it comes.’
For example, with the Sun in Leo, the trine of Aries and Leo
is dexter, but the one to Sagittarius is sinister. And the dexter
square is that of Taurus and Leo, but the one to Scorpio is sin-
ister. And the dexter sextile is that of Gemini and Leo, but the
one to Libra is sinister.*

For each star sends forth seven rays, three upwards and
three downwards, and one to the opposite, of which the up-
ward ones are dexter and the downward ones are sinister.’

'That is, partile.

2This refers to the original method of reckoning aspects, i.e. by sign rather than by
the actual number of degrees between two planets. For example, according to the
original method, every planet in Aries is square every planet in Cancer, regard-
less of the degrees of the planets. See the note to Chapter 10 below.

3Dexter and sinister are the Latin words for ‘right’ and “left’. Thus, a dexter trine
is one to the right of the starting point as seen from the center of the circle, while a
sinister trine is one seen to the left of the starting point. In this definition, Por-
phyry is using the analogy of direct motion in the zodiac. A planet in Aries is
moving away from one in Sagittarius but towards one in Leo.

*Porphyry forgets to explain that dexter and sinister refer to one end of the aspect
and are reversed at the other end. For example, a planet in Leo is dexter trine to
another planet in Aries, but at the same time the planet in Aries is sinister trine to
the one in Leo. Dexter aspects had different qualities from sinister aspects, so the
planet in Aries was affected one way by the trine, and the planet in Leo was af-
fected in another way. This distinction has been lost in modern astrology.

’He is talking about aspects. The definition is correct for a point in one of the east-
ern quadrants. Aspects cast in the direction of the diurnal motion are dexter and
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10. Platic.

They term [it] platic whenever the stars surpass the con-
figuration by a degree of the equal-sided line; for example,
[when] the Sun is in 19 Aries and Saturn is in 20 Libra.'

11. Application and Kollésis.

They say that an application is a kollésis* whenever they
apply partilely, according for example to a configuration at
some particular time, or even when they are about to come
together within three degrees. It was also said if it was thus: it
is a kollésis whenever one star moves toward another star, the
swift one moving to the slow one that is not distant more than
three degrees. And in the case of the Moon, some say within
thirteen degrees; that is, in both her day and night course to
observe the conjunction when she applies to one of them.

those cast against it are sinister. But it is incorrect for a point in one of the western
quadrants, where dexter aspects are downward and sinister aspects are upward —
Just the reverse of the definition.

"The phrase ‘configuration by degree of the equal-sided line’ requires some com-
ment. The first three words refer to an aspect measured by degree rather than by
sign. For example, 15 Aries is sextile 15 Gemini by degree (what we call partile)
becags; the distance between them is exactly 60 degrees, but 5 Aries is sextile 25
Gemini by sign, but not by degree because the actual distance between them is 80
degrees. Originally, aspects were reckoned by sign (as the Hindus still reckon
them), but later in the Classical Period they began to be reckoned by degree by
S_Om,e astrologers. The remainder of the phrase isoskelous grammes ‘equal-sided
line apparently refers to the original concept of an aspect as being one of the
equal sides of a polygon inscribed within the zodiacal circle. Hence, the whole
phrase means ‘the exact number of degrees in the aspect’. The term platic is thus
applied to an aspect that is not partile, but only by sign.

2

The Greek word kollésis means ‘gluing together’ or sticking together—within
an orb of 3 degrees, as was mentioned in Chapter 11 above. This definition is not
used by modern astrologers. Since there is no modern equivalent, I have kept the
Greek word in italics in the translation.
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12. Separation.

Separation is when one star moves away from another
star, and its conjunction [with it],' and application when it
moves toward that or toward its aspect. For example, the
Moon in the 20th degree of Scorpio, Saturn in the 10th de-
gree of the same sign, and the [star] of Jupiter likewise in
Scorpio in the 25th degree; it is plain that it will have its sepa-
ration from Saturn, and it applies to Jupiter. Again let the
Moon be in 20 Scorpio, Saturn in the 10th degree of Aquar-
ius, [and] Jupiter in the 25th degree of Leo; therefore the
Moon will have her separation from the 10th degree of Scor-
pio, which receives an aspect cast by Saturn by square, and
she applies to the 25th of Scorpio, which receives an aspect
cast by Jupiter from the previously mentioned sign.

13. Another [Definition] of Separation.

And they also explain separation thus: separation is
whenever a star separates from another star—the swifter
from the slower—whether from the kollésis that had been
made nearer, or from the application to it by aspect, when-
ever it begins to have more than half of the degrees of the
binding? for the aspect.

14. Blockade.

They say [it is] blockaded whenever a star comes to be in
this configuration. For example, let the Moon be in Virgo
[and] Mars in Aries; Leo and Libra surround Virgo, and a ray

'Or its partile aspect with it.
’Cf. Rhetorius, Astrological Compendium, Chapter 38. “Bonding”.

14

of Mars, which makes a trine to Leo and an opposition to Li-
bra, the Moon is blockaded by malefic rays. Whenever, then,
the malefics blockade either the Moon or the ASC, with none
of the benefics having effective testimony to those that are
blockaded, they say that the native becomes short-lived.

15. Besieging.

Again, they declare besieging to be thus: besieging is said
whenever two stars besiege one in the middle, with no other
interposing its ray in between; or again, a star has come into
these 7 degrees, or it is going into these 7 degrees by aspect,
others have cast their aspects, or the same one and one from
different aspects, as was said previously.! And when this be-
sieging happens by malefics, it is dangerous, but by benefics
it is beneficent.

16. Intervention.

Intervention is whenever a star casts its ray into the middle
degrees; for example, with the Moon being in the 10th degree
of Leo and Mars in the 25th degree of Leo, then [there are] 15
degrees from the 10th degree of Leo to the 25th degree. If
then the [star] of Jupiter chances to be in Aries possessing the
12th degree or more from the 10th degree to the 25th, the ray
of this [star] intervenes in the middle degrees.” And in the

lThi§ definition is not entirely clear, but it seems to define a space of 7 degrees,
consisting of the degree the besieged star is in and the three degrees on either side
ofit. If then two stars are either within this space or casting an aspect into it, one
on one side and the other on the other side, the star in the middle 1s said to be be-
Sieged. Modern astrologers would widen the surrounding space to the “orb” of
the besieged star on either side.

*This also called prohibition.
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