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INTRODUCTION
Abu ‘Ali al-Khayyat.

Abu ‘Ali al-Khayyat (c.770-c.835) was an Arabian astrologer, whe
flourished in the early years of the 9th century. Al-Nadim, the 10th
century author of the celebrated Fihrist or Catalogue of Arabic
literature, has this toc say about him:

He wae Rbu ‘Ali Yahya ibn Bhalib, alse called Isma‘il
ibr Muhammad, a pupi! of Ma Sha Allah and one of the most
excellent of the astroplogers. Among his books there were:

The Introduction; Ouestions; The Meaning; Governments
{Dynasties); Nativities; Revolution of the Years of
Mativitiesy The Frism, which he wrote for Yahya ibn
Khalidy The Rod of Goldy Revolution of the Years of the
World; Al-Nukat.t

0f the ten buooks listed by al-Nadim, only two {GQuesticns and
Nativities) are kpown to survive in Arabic. His book an Nativities
was trarslated into Latin by Plato of Tivoli in 1136 and again by
dohn of Seville in 1133, 1t is the secaond of these translations that
was edited and published at Nlrnberg, Germany, by Joachim Heller in
1546 and reprinted in 13549.2 8o far as I am aware, Abu ‘Ali’'s book
has not previously been translated into any modern lanquage. However,
an astrologer using the pseudonym "Senex" wrote an article "6leanings
from the old Astrologers” that appeared in the English pericdical
Hodern Astrology (September 1930 and subsequent issues) in which he
gave the Latin chapter titles with brief comments or summaries in
English., This article was reprinted in the AFA Bulletin 11:5 (May 27,
194%), with additional notes by the editor.

Abu ‘Ali’'s teacher Masha’allah (c.740-c.B81%) was the foremost of
the early Arabian astrologers (he was actually a2 Jew!. He was a
prolific writer, and many of his books were translated into Latin.
His name in Latin was Messahalla or some similar spelling. He was
familiar with the Perntateuch of Dorotheus of Sidon (i1st cent.}, which

{. Extract from The Fidrist of 3l-Nadin edited and translated by Bayard Dedge (New Yark:
Caluabia Univ. Press, 1970}, p. 653. See also Heinrich Suter, Die Mathewatiker und Astronowen der
Araber und ihrve Werke (leipzig: B.B. Teubner, 1900%, pp. 9-10, and the Ercyclopedia of lslan
{Leiden: Brill, {980-. 2nd. ed., tn progress).

2. See Francis &, Cersody, Arabic Astrowemrcal and Astrological Sciemces im (atin Trasslation
(Berkeley & Los Angeles: Univ. of Calif. Press, 19%6),
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svallable in Arabic translation during his lifetime.3 Carmody
three bogks that he wrote on nativities. One of these has been

by Fingree.* It consiste of a short text of nine pages in
i e'c sdition +tollowed by twelve example horoscopes, of which
three are taren +trom the Perntateuch. The text contains six chapters
and the horsscopes, These chapters correspond to  the first severn

chapters of Abu ‘Ali’'s book (Masha’allah's Chapt, 5 = Abu ‘Alr's
Chapts. S % &} and the same twelve horoscopes., But Fingree’
statement that "it 1s the basis of the main work of Masha’allah
pupil 2l-Khayyat”® 1s not supported by the evidence, since Abu ‘Ala
text aor Chapts. -7 is fuller and his book also contains 3

o oW o n

additional chapters not present in the text a=dited by Fingree. [ have
transiated s few chapters of Masha’allah’'s work in Appendiz 2. The
reader can compare them with Abu  'Ali’s  text and form  his oun
opinian

It seems to me that Abu  ‘Ali, btearing in mind his teacher's
instruction, used the same material for the early chapters of his
; thus producing a  text similar to Masha’allah’s, but not
derived from 1t. In any rcase the influence of the Pentateuch
5 The use of the vrulers of the triplicities as
tors is characteristic of that work; alsc, the frequent use
ts and their rulers,
four centuries intervening between John of Seville's
rnd ite publicaticn by Jocachim Heller, Abu ‘Al: was
frequently guoted in the astrological literature, usually under the
rane "Albohali," In more recent times, he was cited hy Jean EBaptiste
Morin (1583-1456) in his Astrologia Gallica.® It was this citatian by
Morin that first arcused my interest in Abu ‘Ali. It seemed to me
that although Morin disagreed with the Arab’s wuse of triplicity
e might well have found some of his other technigues more

Merin refers specifically to Abu ‘Ali in Chapt. 7 of Eook 21 of
fstrelogia Gallica,” where he conrtrasts Abu  ‘Ali‘s  method of
interpretation using rulers of the triglicities with his own method,
which 1c more specific, 4pd in fact Abu ¢4li does use house rulers
extensively, in contrast to Ftolemy. However, unlike Ftolemy (and
Morim), Abue ‘Al1 followed the standard 6Greek tradition 1. using
Farts,®

3. See the edition by David Pingree, Caraer astrelogicur (Leipzig: B.B. Teubrer, 1976).
4. E.S. kennedy and David Pingree, The Astrelogical Histery of Nasha’allah (Cambridge, Mass,
Harvard Univ, Press, 1371), fppendix 3.

]

ee his article on Masha’allah in the Dictionary of Screntific Biography iNew York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1970-80).
&, Published posthumously at The Hague in 1641
2e Richard 5. Baldwin's translation (Washingtom: A.F.A., 1974.), pp. 72-73
rts or Lots are a common feature of Greek astrology. They are very old and evidently go
bath to the early writers, Modern astreloqers, finding many of thea mentioned in the Arabic writers
tonly zre (The Part of Fortune) in Ptolemy, have supposed that they were invented by the Arabs
they are uswally termed "the Arabian Farts,® The Arabs ¢id invent sary of their own, hut
v inhertted a plentiful supply from the Greeks. Flolemy himself resarks (Tetrabiblos, 1ii. 3
however admits of prediction we shall investigate, not by aeans of lots and nusbers of which
orable erplanation can be given....® This allusion rlearly shows that the writers known to
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Abu ‘Ali’s Judgments of Mativities could be described as a typical
example of "Arabian" astrology. But it is more than that. It is an
example of Greek astrology slightly modified and developed by the
Arabian astrelcgers. For by and large, Arabian astrology is Greek
astrology. This is especially true of natal astrolegy. In order to
understand the reasons for this statement, it is necessary to
consider the history of astrology

The Family Tree of Astrology.

Horuscopic astrology originated in Alewandria, Egypt, in the
second century B,C. as an amalgam of Babylonian, Greek, and Egyptian
elements. The principal innovations were the system of celestial
houses, classification and rulership of the signs, the aspects, and
revised natures of the signs and planets. 1t 1is «called Greek
astrology because the original treatises and most of those that
survive from the classical period were written in that language. (The
Latin treatises of Manilius and Firmicus Maternus are the only
exceptions.) It passed to the Hindus in the second century A.D. and
to the Fersians in the third century.

Ptolemaic Astrology.

In the second century A.D., Claudius Ptolemy wrote a small book on
astrology. It is undoubtedly the wmost famous astrology book ever
writter and has excercised an influence on Western Astrology out of
all preportion to its intrinsic merit. By the end of the third
century, Ptolemy had come to be considered the premier astronomer and
geographer of the classical world., Since he had also written a book
on astrology, his fame spilled over into that field. As the centuries
rolled on, his reputation grew, until some astrologers came to
believe that he had actually invented astrology. (Obviously, those
had nat read his book attentively.

The truth cf the matter is that he was not an astrologer at all
but merely a sciegnce writer.® He had already written a major book an
astronomy (the Syntaxis or Almagest), so it was logical to write one
on astrology. So far, so good. He evidently wanted to write something
worthwhile, but he was obvicusly unwilling to devote the time and

Ptolemy used Lots as aids to interpretation,

9. He way not have been such of an astronomer either. See Robert R. Newton The {rime of (lauwdius
Ptoleny (Baltimore ¥ London: Johis Hopkins Univ. Press, 1977). Hewton deonstrates that aost of
Ptolemy's astronomical "chservations® were fictitious, that he tampered with the records of
chservations made by earlier astronoeers, that he copied Hipparchus's Star Catalog (merely adding
294)° tg the longitudes!, and that his mathesatizal treatment of planetary sotions was not
necessarily the best. Newton also declares that the public success of Ptolemy's astronomical warks
may have deprived us of works of equal or greater value by ctausing a loss of interest in thes,
would extend his stateaent to include astrological warks.
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effort necessary to do the subject justice.?®

He does not even pretend to set forth Greek astroleagy in full
detail, for he says:

"...we shall decline to present the ancient method of
prediction, which brings intoc combination all aor most
of the stars, bhecsuse it 1is manifaold and well-nigh
infinite, if one wishes to recount it with
accuracy...and furthermore we shall aomit it on account
of the difficulty in using it and following it,"*!

Here are some of the things Ftolemy “"declined to present":

{. The influences of the planets in the signs.

L]

The influences of the planets in the houses.
3. The influences of the mutual aspects of the planets.

4, The method of using the Parts (other than the Part
of Fortune)

o

The method of reading a chart by means of derived
fhouses, house rulers, and dispositors.

He gives no example charts and mentions noc astrologer by name,

The ancient method that he found so complicated and difficult is
in fact guite similar to that used in Horary Astrology, which has
been transmitted to wus from the Greeks aore or less intact only
because Ptolemy chose to ignore it.

The rules and precedures of natal astrolaogy set forth in the 3rd
and 4th Books of the Tetrabitles do not give an accurate picture of
astrology as it existed in Ptolemy’'s day. He has largely ignored the
houses and the accidental significators and substituted a simplistic
rethod based wupon universal significators and appearances. This
a2thod is "Ptolemaic Astrology." It is a deviant version of Greek
hstralagy, at variance with the teaching and practice ef 2nd century
astrolocgers.

Having mentioned some of the things Ptolemy left out of his
version of astrology, 1t is important to see what additions and
changes he made. He had already introduced a significant change in
astronomy by adopting the vernal equinox as the First Foint of Aries.
He mentions this change in his astrological beook,'2 and it bhecame

10, William Lilly notes in his Christian Astrolegy (London: Partridge % Blunden, 16474, p. 553,
that Ptolemy "in all his writings was extreame short.”

L4, Tetrabibles fiii. 1} ed. and trans. by F.E.Robbins {Loeb Classical Library, 1940),

12, Tetrabiblos, i, 22, where he notes that *the writers [on astrologyl make this quite clear”
{that the equinox is the proper starting pointl,

[
(]
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standard in western astrology. His other wmain innovation was his
procedure for determining the length of life,*'S

His method of selecting the prorogater of lite -- the Hyleg, as
the Arabs and their successors called it -- and of making
astronomical calculations to bring it into configuration with a fatal
point in the horoscope caught the fancy of succeeding generations of
astrologers., The Arabian astrclogers give more elaborate rules faor
the selection of the Hyleg than Ftolemy gave. Whether these were
their own or derived from the Persians ("Hyleg" is from a Fersian
word) or from some late Greek source that passed through the Fersians
to the Arabs is uncertain.

Astrology During the Middle Ages.

The Roman Empire was split in the fourth century. In that same
century Christianity became the state religion. It was hostile to
astrology (and to science and philosophy in general). In the fifth
century the Western empire collapsed. Europe entered a period of
stagnation, depression, and ignorance that lasted far seven
centuries, Public education died out. Public Libraries were pillaged.
knowledge of the Greek language died out, Knowiedge of the Latin
language died out except in the monasteries. Literacy retreated into
the monasteries. The monasteries copied books for their own use, but
the commercial book trade vanished ‘no customere!). The only
exception was Italy itself, where a thin stream of lay literacy and
education maintained itsel$ during the dark ages. Urder these
conditions, astrolagy all but died out.

In the Eastern Roman Empire, educaticn, libraries, and the book
trade persisted. Library rescurces were drastically reduced with the
loss of the great collection at Alexandria and important collections
at other locatieons, but smaller rollecticns remained at
Constantinople and elsewhere. knowledge of Latin became rare, but
that was no great loss to science, for there never had been much
scienptific or astrolopgical laterature 1n Latin. The intellectual
climate favored theoiogy and opposed science and astrology as in the
West, but scme astrological activity evidently persisted even in the
sixth and seventh centuries,.

Hindu Astrology.

Greek astrolegy had found fertile soil in India., From the second
century A.D. forward the Hindus studied astronomy and astrology and
adapted both to their own ideas. The astroclogy (and astronomy) they
cbtained from the West was pre-Ftolemaic. Consequently, the classical
Hindu astrology preserves features gf the clder Greek astralogy, such
as the wuse of the GSign-House system of house division, the

13, Tetrabiblos, iii, 10, This chapter has sparked interminable arquaents among astrologers and
led to the invention of the two principal sodern systems of house division, these ot Regiosontanus
and Placidus, each of whod claimed to have deterained “the true method of Ptoleay.®

13



ABLU <ALT AL-KHAYYAT

calculatien of aspects by whole signs rather than by degrees, and the
use of a fixed zodiac. The principal native element added was the
system of rakshatras or Lunar Mansions.

Persian Astrology.

The Persians studied astronomy and astrology, particularly Mundane
fAstraology, and composed treatises on it prior to the forced
Islamization of the country in the seventh century. Fanatic Arabs
destroyed most of the Persian literature on all subjects, so not much
i¢ known about individual writers or their books, but some books on
astronomy and astrology survived long enough te be translated into
Arabic in the eighth and ninth centuries.

How Astrology Came to the Arabs.

The Arabs were theoretically opposed to astrology. Mohammed had
said in the Koran, "The astrologers are liars, by the Lord of the
Kaaba'!" But the craving for knowledge ultimately proved stronger than
strict orthedoxy. By the end of the eighth century, the Arabs had
become seekers of knowledge of all sorts. They scon discovered that
the Byzantine Empire was a storehouse of information on everything
under the sun., A steady stream of Greek Dbooks began to flow into
Baghdad and other centers of learning. These were translated into
Arabic and made available to the public.

There were also Greek, Fersian, and Hindu astrologers at court in
Baghdad. Their npresence gave impetus to the acquisition and
translation of astrological literature +from their languages. The
frabs obtained the works of Qorotheus, FPtolemy, Vettius Valens,
Antiochus ot Athens, and other Greek writers, Arabic translations of
some Middle Fersian and Sanskrit astrological texts were also made,
but the contributions from these two languages are most apparent in
Mundane astrology. To these foreign elements, the Arabs added their
ownt traditional lore on the 28 Mansions of the Moon and some of the
other fixed stars.

Arabian Astrology.

Arabian astrology is the name given to the works of the medieval
astrologers who wrote in the Arabic language in the perind from about
790 to 1170 A.D. The writers were mostly Arabs, but a few were Jews
or Persians. Many af their books were translated into Latin by the
so-called "twelfth century translators.” These translations formed
the basis of European astrological knowledge and the foundation of
the modern tradition.

In the case of Natal astrology, Arabian astrology is essentially
ctassical Greek astrology with an admizture of Ptolemaic astrology.
This Greek mixture was modified and extended by the Arab astrologers
in the light of their cwn experience and sorial conditions, but the

14
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changes are minor. The obvious differences, then, between Arabian
rnatal sstrology and Ptolemaic natal astrology are not due toc "Arabian

influence,” as modern astrologers have almost universally supposed,
but to the fact that Ptolemaic natal astrology is a deviant offshgot
2t traditicnal Breek natal astrology. It is Ftolemy that is peculiar,
not the Arabs.

The impoertant paoint to no
astrology, the basis of wha
astrology, intersperced here
still essentially traditional.

te 1s that when you read Arabian natal
t you are reading is traditicnal Greek
and there with Ptolemaic astrology, but

Astrology in the Renaissance and Early Modern Period.

The great thirteenth century Eurcpean astrologsrs, such as Suide
Bonatti, practiced Arabian astrelogy. This was also trus of their
successors in the twe succeeding centuries, but the recovery of Greoek
tearning in the West cast an  aura of superisrity aver everything
Gresk. This caused astrologers to pay more attention to Ftolemy's
Guadripartite {Tetrabiblos) as an individual work ot merit,
Freviously they had been content to use Ftolemy as cited by the Arabs
in their books, although the complete book had heen available in &
Latin version trancslated from the Arabic =since the twelfth century.

Once the Quadripartite was read by itself, the astrologers were
struck by the numerous differences between it and the works of the
Arabic astrologers. knowing little or nothing of the history of
astrology, they naturzlly supposed that the differences they saw were
"inventions of the Arabs.” Partly due to the enthusiasm for anything
Greek, and partly due to political and religious prejudice against
the Muslim states, there was & movement away from Arabian Astrolagy
toward Ptolemaic Astrology.

We may summarize the changing attitudes of astrologers during the
succeeding centuries down to the present as follows. A few
astrologers tried to adopt a strictly Ptolemaic farm aof astrology.
This was of course impossible, since tolemaic astroliogy is too
skimpy to use effectively by itselé. Ancther group stuck with the
tArabian! tradition but paid more attention to the Ftelemaic
teaturas. And & third group ignored Ftolemaic astrology as z sepafate
kind of astrology and continued te use the tradition as befare.

Horary Astrology vs. Natal Astrology.

The primcipal branches of astrology are Harary, Matal, and
Mundane., Horary answers guestions  and only requires & clock and a
current ephemeris. Natal requires & knowledge of the latitude and
longitude of the birthplace, the esxact date of sirth, the time of
birth to at least the nearest hour, and an ephemeris {pr planetary
tables) for the birthyear., It may alsc require a knowledge of
calendar conversions if the clients are fram foreign places. We are
not  concerned here  with  Mundane, 50 we will skip over its
requirements,
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Harary Astrology answers the question of the moment. Natal
Astrology gives & general account of the entire life of a client.
Some astrologers practice one or the other exclusively, some both, In
classical antiquity and the Middle Ages there does not seem to have
been any thought that one branch was superior to the other -- they
were simply used for different purposes. However, when astrologers
tegan to divide up over FPtolemaic Astrology, they noticed that
Ptolemy's Tetrabiblos was restricted to  Natal (and Mundane)
Astrology. S0 eanother wrong idea arose: Natal Astrology was
Ftolemaic, but Horary Astrology must have been invented by the Arabs.

Another three-way split in attitudes developed. Some astrologers
gave up Horary fAstrology altogether (declaring it to be a wicked and
valueless inventiaon of the heathen Arabs) and practiced only Natal.
Another group continued to practice both., And a third group practiced
both or countenanced the practice of batk, but insisted upan a
different set of rules for each branch. This last group reason=ad
thus: Ptolemaic Astrology, which was (so they supposed) the pure,
original form of Natal Astrolegy, did not use house rulers and ather
features af Haorary fistralogy; therefore, these {eatures were
tnappropriate for Natal Astrology and must be used exclusively in
Horary Astrology. The fact that this attitude was inherently
tllogical does not seem to have bothered its supporters.,

To sum up, Arabian Astrology is Greek Astrology with an admixture
of Ptolemaic Astrology. It was popular in the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, but acquired a bad name (far a wrong reason) in the
Early Modern pericd. This bad name caused 2 reaction in favor of pure
Ftolemaic Astrology and & schism between the technigques ot Matal
Astrolaogy and Horary Astrology that has persisted to the present day.

Abu ‘Ali‘s Judgaents of Nativities

Back now to Abu ‘Ali. His book on nativities is in the main streaa
of the Arabian tradition. It is, therefore, very different from the
Tetrabiblos. The principal differences are the use of the Lord of the
Time, triplicity rulers, houses as primary sources of signification,
house rulers, dispositors, special rules for strength and weakness of
rlanetary rulers, and concurrent use of special Parts for judgment of
specific aatters. There is emphasis an reinforcement of indications
by two or more horoscopic indicatisns. Some of the technigues are
unfamiliar to modern astrologers and therefore offer opportunities
faor research,

I would like to point out some features of the book. First, it is
not a  beginner ‘s boak. As we saw atove, Abu Al1  had written an
Introduction to astrology, and he would have presumed that those who
took up his Judgments of Nativities would have already mastered the
fundamentals, Consequently, he does not usually define the technical
terms he wuses, nor does he think it necessary to explain how to
calculate the "Farts" he mentians., I have added footnotes where I
thought the modern reader might need some help.
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fAnother important point, Abu ‘A4li seems to have used what we call
the tqual House method of house division.** In this system, the
degres of the ASC is the cusp of the lst house, and the cusps Df the
cther houses are found by successively adding 30° ta it. Thus, 1{ the
degree of the ASC ts 15 Taurus, then the cusp of the 2nd hause is 13
Geélni, the cusp of the 3rd house is 15 Cancer, and so on. In.thxs
system, the midheaven or MC is always 70° behind the degree af the
ASC, 19 Aguarius in the example just given,

But underlying this system of houses s another amore ancient
system that I thave called "Sign-House,"*S In»this method, whx;h 1s
still in use to come extent in India, the rising siagn is dgtermxned.
Then, it is considered to be the lst house, the next sign is the 2nd
house, etc. Degrees do not ernter inteo it. Or, to put it ancther way,
the cﬁsp 1s invariably at the beginning of the sign., In the example
previocusly ussd, Taurus would be the ist house, Gemini the Ind house,
stc.  Thus, Abu ‘All speaks indifferently of the "Bth house" or the
"8th sign.”

in btoth of these systems, each house consists of exactly 30°,
There are no “"intercepted signs" as with the various systems of
unequal house division. Nor does the same sign appear an more than
one cusp. This point is especially noted by Jocachim Heller in the
Introductieon to the Latin edition.

The reader will alsc note that +the author frequently adds "of the
circle (of houses)" to the number of the house, as "Mars in the B8th
house af the «circle.” This is an ancient usage which reflects the
tact that the originators of astrology were accustomed to count
hcuses not just from the ASC, but also from the Sun, the Moaon, the
Fart of Fortune, one of the other Farts, or a planet. The primary
ring of houses 1s of course that of the "circle of houses" anchared
on the ASC, and the reader can assume that that is what 1s meant if
no ather starting point is specified.

Those who are accustomed to one of the unequal methods of house
division may suppose that the Sigr-House and Equal House methods are
primitive and inadeguate., Not necessarily so. House division has been
& topic of contention ameng astrologers ever since the so-called
"Porphyry" system was devised (IZnd century?). It has not yet been
satisfactorily resclved., The reader who wishes to test the methods of
interpretation given in this book 1s advised to try the aold methods
of house division as well as whichever one of the unegual cystems he
s accuystomed to using.

I also call the reader’s attention to an important point stressed
by the Arabian author. Astrology works within the bounds of the
possible. [t is most unlikely that the son of a peasant will become

—_—

4, Seven of the corresponding charts in the text of Masha’allah's Book of Nativities have
Alchabitius cusps. Bul it is perhaps noteworthy that in four out of the five caces whers Abu ‘Al
has given the ASC degree, Masha’allah’s chart has a different ASC degree. Figures of any sort are
prane to errar, tut this looks like deliberate alteration. !f so, then tte (astranamical) MC degree
and the intersediate cusps say have been added to Masha’allah’s charts by some copyist or redactor

13, See ay paper “Ancient House Division® in the Journal of Research of the AFA, wil. 1, nc.
11982).
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king ar acquire great wealth or become a learned professor. The
astrologer must caonsider the native's origins and circumstances
befare rendering judgment. This has always been 3 fundamental tenet
of astrology, but it 1is sometimes forgotten by astrologers who are
used to dealing with clients of the same social class in a single
country.

The reader must also realize that a 9th century astrologer read
the charts of nohles, merchants, scholars, ecclesiastics, wmilitary
leaders, «certain skilled artisans, and their children. He seldom or
never read the charts of poor people. Few of them would have known
their birthdates, wmuch less their birth times,'® nor would they have
had money to pay for professional services. 5laves, perhaps, because
some slaves had seen better days. Ditto captives., But the few
references that seem to imply that horoscopes were or had been read
for the poor probably heark back to Classical times whep literacy was
more widespread, and when even a poor man might know his birth data.

The references to the "art of writing" and ths "art of arithmstic"
are a tipoff to the state of medieval society., A man who could read
and write and do a little simple arithmetic had a fine general
education in the 9th century. Not that there were no persans of
grexter accomplishments, but they were extremely few. Az always,
astrology reflects the social conditions of the scciety in which it
is practised.

Finally, I must note a difference betwsen the way that Abu ¢Ali
presents hic interpretations of a positicn or a confiquration. He
typically gives the maximum effect that can be expected from the
position. This ditfers considerably from the 20th century practice of
stating an average effect or even a "psychological tendency." But the
author states quite clearly that many factors have to be present to
produce the maximum effect, He explains what those factors are, and
he expects his reader to fgllow his method, not to assume the mawimum
effect from x single unsupported position. {This 1s the fundamental
mistake made by modern ‘“researchers" who diligently tabulate the
house positions or sign positions of planets without any further
consideration, and who therefore come up with little or nothing to
show for their effort.)

Now, read the Latin Editor’s Introduction, which follows this, and
then read Abu ‘Ali’'s book from beginning to end. I believe you will
find it interesting.

James H, Holden

May 20, 1938,

16, There is an amusing incident in the Arsbian Nights where a teen-age girl has to qo ask her
aother for her birthdate so that she can consult an astrologer, tut the aother car only recall that
the girl was born on the sase night that a3 famous local citizen had accidentally disgraced hisself

at his wedding feast. This illustrates how the dates of events were sometismes remembered in those
days.

TO HIS TEACHER,
THE VERY FAMOUS AND LEARNED

FHILIF MELANCHTHON,

Joachim Heller of Weissenfels
With the Greatest Respect

Gives Special Greeting.

Long ago, Most Learned Teacher,* 1 prayed to God, the Best and
Greatest, that eventually some testimony of my gratitude and
everlasting respect for you would come to public notice. By csone
peculiar chance beyond ay hope and expectation it has happened, both
quickly and as I hope, happily enough. There fell into my hands an
old manuscript of admirable antiquity containing some commentaries on
celestial matters. This manuscript, which formerly belonged to the
library of that wmagnanimous and gloricus hero, Matthew, King of
Hungary,? escaped by no less happy a fate than by that singular f(as I
indeed interpret it) genius of our city, which constantly tavors this
most beautiful part of philosophy, and was preserved wuntil now and
finally brought to me to be scld. In it there are several treatises
pf the old astrologers, and also the ane which row for the first tine
appears in public under the auspices of your famous name, that of the
Arabian Astrologer.

May you accept then, Dearest Teacher, an ancient book not
previously edited, but short and written in an humble style, not
indeed because it might seem to be a worthy gift for such a patron,
but because it was made by me. For I would rather seize this
occasion, such as it is, for declaring my good will towards you, than
pursue the hape of a greater gratitude. And I ask most earnestly that
you pardon me in my love and zeal for you.

f. According to Lynn Thorndike (HMES, v, 337, 3&5, 394-&), Joachim Heller (. 1918-c. 1590}
studied at Wittenberg under the famaus Reformation schoiar and theologian Philip Melanchthon (1497-
1560), who was professor of Greek and a life-long advocate of astrology

2. Matthias Corvinus (c.1443-1490), He was a life-iong book-collector, who founded a magnificent
library in Buda inow part of Budapest!. The library was sacked by the Turks in 1326, and many of
the books were csrried off to Constantinople, but soae were seized by individual scldiers, who
disposed of thea locally.
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There are, furthermore, other causes which led me to do this:
first, because it was very well known to me, that you, Most Learned
Sir, especially delight in this kind of learning; and second, that by
your judgment and vote of approval you are accustomed to bestow as
much dignrity and suthority on this art, as besides you few, and only
the greatest artists have conferred upon these divine studies

For it is not unknown to vyou how great is the perversity and
iniquity of the vulgar judgments by which these studies, which were
not revealed and disclosed to ewcellent talents except by some divine
command, are derided and condemned in the extreme. But these new men,
partly impious and partly ignorant, accomplish nothing if they spurn
God s most cutstarding gifts and afflict them with insults, Ficus and
holy minds acknowledge and highly esteem these great benefactions of
God, conceded to mankind because of their very great utility in life,
and with their own ears and wminds they shrink away from those
tasteless and Epirurean outcries of the mob.

Truly, since you have already seriously and copiously discussed
these matters for the vindication of true philosophy, we may revert
tg the discourse given by our author, He has a method in common with
the rest of the drabs, Hindus, and Fersians, who for many centuries
back have made use aof the teachings of this divine philosophy, in the
judgments of which it is permitted to detect precisely this order:

They begin by looking at the cusp of the particular house (as they
say), and they consider the bodies and the rays of the fortunate as
well as the malefic stars on it through the mean value of their own
discovered orbs. After that, they also consider the lord of the sign
that is on the cosp of the house, diligently observing its nature as
well as :ts position in the circle--strong or weak--and the mutual
configuratione of the fortunes cor infortunes with it.

in addition to this, they «consider the umiversal or natural
sigrnificater of each house, and of the thing guesited, whether they
are strong or wealk, both essentially and in mundo. These are the more
cowerful and universal decrees and testimonies.

Bet having set these aside, they have recourse to those weaker,
but  nct absolutely ineffectual significations of the FParts,
Especially if <some indications agree--the votes of the forturate
stars, or conversely the adverse impediments of the unfavorable
stars In additioan, they also look at  the lords of the Farts, and
theis strengths and weakresses, And they diligently ponder their
houses and  applications, just as they do with the rest of the
s1gri+icatars

And fipally

, they also take into consideration, that which is most
gowWwerful for ascertaining the tige o0f events--the lords of the
triplicity of the domicile, 1.&., of the celestial sign, whose decrees

t in the horcscope. Ard  teo all  this they add

they 3sre investigating
certain 5, approved by the long experience of the ages. This,

is the method, which the present author also chserves

PREFACE TO THE EDITION OF 1546

It is =also noteworthy that he everywhere retains the equal
intervals of the twelve houses of heaven in the zodiac, which baoth
ptolemy and the aoldest teachers nf celaestial things followed.™ For
how much confusion is there both of arder and also of the intluences
themselves, whenever three sians at a time, according to  the
inventions of the modern writers,* flow together into the sane
house?® Or when a single sign, the others having been shoved aside a5
it were, often cccupies three houses of heaven?® How much these
things differ from the ancient systems and from the precepts of the
wise men, the facts and the writings of earlier ages speak for
themselves. For if you follow the moderns, the most diverse and
plainly contrary decress of the same house often occur, because of
the different signs caming together in it. or, if you give preference
to the sign that appears on the cusp, the others must necessarily
remain ron-sigrifyirg.” Or, the influences of different houses will
be precisely the same, whenever a <ign taking the beginning in
anything is axtended through three cusps.

So obstinately do they pursue this, that they make the influsnces
of the zodiac dependent upon the rule of the prixua pobile, so that
they alsc either throw these decrees of the influences into absolute
dicorder or they very nearly tear them away fronm the circle. And well
indeed this scheme might have succeeded for them, it they had
transterred the fixed as well as the wandering stars, placed in the
solar path, there alang with the luminaries themselves.

But 1 ask you, what difference does it make in these influences af
heaven, whether the degrees of the zodiac move cbliquely or directly?
Why do all the philosophers affirm that the obliquity of this circle
is the cause of all changes, of all generation and carruption in
inferior things and bodies? And this certainly not by itsels, but
because of the varied moticns and concourses of the luminaries and
nlanets that take place in it.

Why don't they transfer these same gffects (it to be sure it 1S
pleasing to demolish and reject the findings of the ancients and all
the fundamentals of the art), along with the names of the signs, to
this same parsllel of the equinoxes? For then the rising and setting
of the circle would be uniform. Then they could describe and divide
equal spaces of houses deduced from the poles of the world. And there

3. Despite assertions to the contrary by many subsequent sriters, the natural sense of the words
Ftoleay uses in Tetrabiblos 111, 10 (Sect, 128) is that he is speaking of the fqual House system,

8, The reference 1s to the use of the system of houses devised by Regiokontanus (1435-1476) ,
whose tables were first published in 1490, In this system, the equator was divided equally, bul the
ecliptic was not.

S, That is, ®her a sign is intercepted in a house, the house actually contains all of one sigh
and parts of the two adjacent signs.

4, Here, Heller refers to the opposite situation trom that just mentioned, That is, when a sian
begins in one house, extends all the way across the next house, and occupies & portion of the nest
house after that. This is as bad as it gets in Nraberg and in lower iatitudes, but from Lat, 32°
nartheard it becomes worse, for it is pessible in such high latitudes for the same sign to appear
on three successive CUsps.

7. Translating the Breek word Asemes in Heller's text,
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would be ne confusion and inequality in the division of the haouses.®

Truly, HNature herself f{as I have said}), whc has surrounded and
decorated the circle of influences with many conspicuous stars,
opposes this., The motions of the planets, which turn aside their
cgurses not at the equator, hut at the boundaries of the zodiac, also
oppose, Thaose planets whose congresses and configurations with the
stars contained within this circle, Experience, the teacher of
celestial things, wvery «clearly teaches and demonstrates to have
marvelous effects.

Therefore, let the egquater® be the Measure of the primue mcbile
and the distributor of times, not the Regulator {(so to speak}? of the
signs of the zodiac,'® the use of which also for the word "houses™
this author too, as well as others, testifies that the ancients have
employed.?

The ecliptic ean by a guite similar procedure {(just as we have
received the tradition from the first inventors of the art) be
divided into twelve equal parts by circles deduced from 1ts poles.
The influences and the celestial wmotions and the writings of
antiguity support this--the consensus then of Nature herself. Truly,
these things have been proved with most learned and certain reasons
and testimonies by the very learned Johann Schiner.'® Having been so
warned, I want the reader to observe in these old examples what
method of division of the houses of heaven the ancients observed.

But I also beg of vyou, Most Learrned Teacher, that vyou kindly
gccept this worthless trifle of gratitude, sent to you in Schéner’s
name as well as in mine. Because i{f we understand that yau approve
our wark 1n this +field, we shall undertake to communicate [to youl
Albumasar (whose text we have noticed in many places differs very
much from the earliest maruscript) both fuller from additions that
are not to be spurned and corrected in many places by scholars, and
anything else that we may Jjudge would be profitable for common
studies, '3

8. In other words, why not transfer the signs to the equator and eliminate the probles? (Helier
is speaking sarcastically.)

9. Translating the Greek word Isemerinos in Heller's text

{1, He means, let the equator be used to establish time measures, but not to establish the cusps
of the houses, which lie in the zodiacal circle,

i1, That is, the word "sign® is frequently used as an equivalent tera for "(celestial) house.”

12, Johann Schdner (1477-1547) was professor of sathematics at Nirnberg !526-1546 (Thorndike,
ag, <it,, ¥, 134 #F, 394}, e was also a student of astrelogy and astronomy and published a
considerable nuaber of works op both subjects from 1515 on. Two years before his death, he
published a major work on nativities De judiciis wativitatum libri tres (Ndrnberg: J. Montanus and
U, Neuber, 1343). He had favored the Regiomontanus system of house division in bis earlier
writings, but perhaps in the book just mentioned he argued in favor of a return to Equal House and
Sign-House.

13, Tharrdike observes fop. cit., ¥, 395) that Heller does not seem to have ever published
anything by Albumasar, but this may be because his elder colleague Schdner died the next year. He
did however publish John of Seville's Epitome totius Astrolcgiae in 1548 and several of
Masha'allah's nueerous works in 1549,

ra
[N
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in turn urge you and beseech you publicly 1n the name of
211 that yoo furmish us at last a complete version of Ptolemy's
Tetrabidl with vyour learned commentary.* For we are confident that
it will be done so clearly that these divine studies of celestial
things will recoup their former light and dignity. Which, we implare
ard entreat you most reverently to do.

And we

Farewell, O Fhilip, Ornament of Letters and of True Religion,!®
and may cood fortune be yours.

From that {amous Nldrnberg, Germany.

April 1, 1346,

{4, Melanchthon eventually cosplied with this request. His edition of the Greek text of the
Tetrabibles with a Latin translation was published at Basel in 1353, Thorndike lep. cit., V¥, 400}
says Joachin Camerarius (1500-1574) translated the first two books and Helanchthon translated the
last two, The following year, he published an edition of Proclus’s Paraphrase of the Tetrabibles
tProcti paraphrasis,.. Baseld J. Qporinue, [13343).

{5, Melanchthan was an intimate friend of Martin Luther (1483-1346) and the leading scholar of
the Reforsation. (He edited Luther's translation of the Bible into EBerman.) Following Luther’s
death, he becawe the acknowledged leader of the Reforsatien in Germany.

T
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JUDGMENTS OF NATIVITIES.

Preface.

Abu ‘Ali said, "This is the took in which I have set forth and
collected all the significations on nativities of the science of
judgments of the stars which ought not to be ignored by any master of
this great and lofty science, the certitude of which, with God's
help, we shall disclose briefly and simply.”

Chapt., 1, Rearing [of Childrenl.

First of all, it is necessary to know in advance the knowledge of
rearing, for which you ought to consider the laords of the triplicity?
of the ASC, and the lords of the triplicity of the Sun by day, [and
the lords of the triplicity of the Moon by nightl,® and the lords of
the triplicity of the Sun by day for of the Moon by nightl of the
sign of the New Mpoon or the Full Moon® that was before the nativity,
also Jupiter and Venus, and the diurnal planets if the nativity was
diurnal, and the nocturnal planets if the nativity was nocturnal.

And you will begin with the lords of the triplicity of the ASC,
that is to say the first and secord lords. And 1f one of them 1s in
the ASC, or the MC, or the (ith, or the 4&th house,® free frosa
impediments and from malefic stars, it signifies good rearing, if God
is willing.

But if both of them are cadent and impedited by the evil [starsl,®
look at the lords of the triplicity of the Sun if it is a diurnal
nativity, or the lords of the triplicity of the Moon 1if it 1is a

——

I, According to Dorotheus, the lords of of the triplicities are as follows, Fire: by day, Sunm,
dupiter, and Saturn; by night, Jupiter, Sun, and Saturn, Earth: by day, Venus, the Maon, and Mars
by night, the Moon, Venus, and Mars, Air: by day, Saturn, Mercury, and Jupiter; by night, Nercury
Saturn, and Jupiter, Water: by day, Venus, Mars, and the Moor; by night, Mars, Venus, and the Maon

2. This and the following additisn seem called for, since they are part of the rules specified
in the third and fifth paragraphs below.

3. The Latin text consistently has cenzunctio 'conjunction’ and praeventic ‘anticipation” for
the conjunction and opposition of the Sun and Moon. To make the English translation more
understandable, I have used the fasiliar terms "New Noon® and “Full Moon.”

4. The Latin has loce 'place’, which was the original tera for one of the twelve segeents of the
horoscope, but modern terminology requires “house’,

3. The Latin often uses the adjectives 'bad’ or ‘good’ without expressing the noun ‘stars
i.e., ‘planets’). This usage is restricted in English, so [ have added the appropriate noun in
brackets.
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nocturnal nativity. I+ they are in good signs, free from impediments
and from the [aspects ofl the infortunes, they signify rearing.

But if these too are impedited and in bad houses, look at the
lords of the triplicity of the Part of Fortune.® [f they are in good
tiouses, free from impediments, and the Sunm aspects the Fart of
Fortune in diurnal nativities, ar the Moon in nocturnal nativities,
they signify rearing.

But if these are impedited and are in evil houses, consider the
lorde of the triplicity of the sign of the New Moon, if of course the
nativity was a New Mpon rnativity, or the sign of the Full Moaon i1+ the
Full Mpon preceded ([the nativityl)., [If they are in angles or in
succedents of the angles, attacked by no impediments or rays of the
malefics, they signify rearing.

But if they are impedited and in evil houses, lonk at Jupiter or
Yenus, because if one of them is in an angle or a succedent of an
angle, +free from [aspects of] the evil [starsl and from impediments,
it signifies rearing.

But if btoth are impedited and in evil houses, look at the Moon., I+
it iz free from malefics and impediments, and there is a diurnal
planet in the ASC or in the MC in diurnal nativities or a nocturnal
planet in nocturnal nativities, it signifies rearing.

And 14 you find the Moon either impedited ar located 1ir an
unsuitable house, tgnsider which planet has the greater signification
from ameng the lords of the triplicity of the ASC, and the triplicity
cf the Sun by day and the Moon by night, and the triplicity of the
Fart of Fortume, and the triplicity of the sign of the New Moon or
the Full Meon--the oane [of them]l tog be sure which w®most nearly
preceded the nativity. I+ they are in angles or succedents of angles,
free from [the aspects ofl evil stars and impediments, it signifies
rearing, And if they are impedited and in evil houses, they signify
little rearing, and impediment, and a brief span of life.

And the native will live as long as the number of degrees that is
between the planet which is Almuten” over the native and the evil
[stsrs] in days, months, or years. In short, in similar fashion, 14
the Almuten over the native is cadent, and the degree of the ASC and
the Moon are applied to® evil [stars], the native will live according
to the number of degrees which is between the degree of the ASC and
the evil [starsl [that manyl days, months, or years.

In the same manner, if the degree of the Sun or the Moon [is]) in
conjunction, or in square, or in opposite aspect to an infortune, and
there are few degrees between them, the native will live for [so
manyl days, menths, or years according to the number of degrees which

6. Abu ‘Ali assumes the reader knows how to calculate this Part. The formula is Moon - Sun + ASC
by day, and Sun - Moon + ASC by night.

7. The Latin text has alwutez, which is nearly correct (the Arabic word is al-subtazz “one whe
fias gotten the better of someone’), but the corrupted spelling almutes has becose established in
the literature. The Rlauten is the strongest planet and hence the ruler over whatever is specified

8. Or perhaps, 'close to’,
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ig between them. Similarly, if the Lord of Time, namely the luminary
in authority,¥ is found in conjunction, or square, or opposite aspect
to the malefics, it signifies a brief life wunlese a strong fortune
aspects it,

And if the Moon is besieged between two malefics, of which aone is
in the ASC and the other is in the 7th hguse of heaven, and
especially when there is a malefic close to one of the angles, and
the Moen is impedited in one of the angles, 1t signifies a short
space of time. Furthermore, when the lords of the triplicity of the
ASC, the Sun, the Moon, the Part of Fortune, and the sign of the New
Mogon ar the Full Mgon are impedited in whatever manner, in addition
te being cadent from the angles, they signify rearing, but not
without hard work and difficulty,

And when the first and second lords of the triplicity of the ASC
are catdent from the angles and are also ctherwise impedited, they
signify a short duration of the native, especially it Saturn is in an
angle in nocturnal nativities or Mars in diurnal [nativitiesl., But if
the Moen is received, 1t signifies goodness opf rearing, and the
henevolence of mern towards him, and many brothers and allies and
friends. And if it is not received, 1t signifies the contrary. Alse,
when the Fart of Fortune is with the Moon, and Yenus aspects her in
nocturnal nativities or Jupiter in diurnal nativities, it signifies
good rearing, and especially if the Part is in a good house.

And sc, when the planet that signifes rearing is oriental and in a
masculine sign in diurnal nativities, or occidental and in a feminine
sign in 2 nocturnal nativity, i1ts strength will b&te greater and its
testimony as to good rearing more veracious. And when the ASC and its
lerd is impedited, and the Moon and its lord, it sigrifies a brief
and fleeting life and a rapid death, And this will occur especially
in that time when in a [particular] year the profection of the yeart'°
comes to an angle where there 1g one of the malefics.

But if the native emerges fro i year, and veu sez [that
he hasl 2 nmativity that signifies 2 short duration of life, vyou will
direct the SCERL to the conjunction, sguare, oOf apposition
ot giving t ch sign = acnth;  and if this
time tag e ill be the sign of death, And
make for v te e goodnese of  food and rearing
from the fi4th sign and its lord, and from the place of the Moen on
the third 2ay and the seventh [dayl fram the nativity.*' For fram the
geod fortune or impediment of these [places] 1s knewn the geodness or
the destruction of rearing, and 1ts increase ar ase, 1f Bod is
Willing »
—_—

9. More comennly called the “Light of ithel fime,*

8, froancient aethod of prediction set farth, for example, by Paul of Alexandria in his
Infroduction o Actrofogy, Thapt. 31, See also William Liily's Christiss Astrelogy, pp. 715-733
The yearty orofection begins with the 830 and moves formard 17 the iac 309 per year, thus

2 in

perfareing in 7 years. Fefer to the sources just mentioned for technical details of
its uee,

revoiotion

ay, o the Znd and Ath days atter birth,  (The antients counted the hirthday






