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Astrology In The United States of America
Prior to 1870

 Co pyright  ©  1997 R obert Zo ll er  All Ri ghts Res er ved.

Th e ori gi ns an d h istor y of astrology in  th e Uni te d States of Ame rica
pr ior t he  Ci vi l War  ar e eve n mor e obscu re th an th ose  of ancien t
astr ology . Ne ver th ele ss, t hi s sub ject is of  importance as it forms t he
back drop again st wh ich  t he late 19th  cen tur y revival of  astr ology  in 
th e Uni te d States and th e 20th  cen tur y cre at ion  of “Ne w Age ”
astr ology  is t o b e under stood.  Th is st udy  i s onl y a p rel iminary 
in ve sti gation as mu ch work re mai ns to b e don e, especially  i n t he 
Ge rman langu ag e. Th us, t he st ate me nts t hat  f oll ow mu st , f or  th e
ti me  be in g, be  re garde d as te ntati ve.

Astrology in the pre-Revolution United States of America

Ji m Bak er , V ice P re siden t of the  P lymou th Pl ant at ion  Muse um
in forme d me th at in  17th  cen tur y the re  was a woman in  th e
Conn ect icut colon y who h ad be en tr ain ed by  t he En gli sh  astr ologe r
Wi ll iam Lill y in wh at is now ter me d Classi cal Ast rol og y i .e .
pr edict ive, non-p sy chological  17th  ce nt ury  Engl ish ast rol og y.

At  t he same ti me, i n what was to b ecome  Ep hr ata, Pen nsylvan ia,
th er e was a Ge rman Rosicrucian set tle me nt un der  t he di recti on of 
Zi mmerman n. Th is se ttl ement  was compose d of rel ig iou s messi ani c
mi ll eni al ist s, foll owe rs of  J acob Boe hme, Pi et ist s, an d Ger man
Se ve nth  Day Bapti st s, al l of whom pract ise d alche my an d ast rol og y
wi th  a ce lib at e mysticism. Th is movemen t also see ms to have  be en 
important  in  r egard to t he or igi ns of  Unit ar ian ism i n the  US
colonie s1. Th oug h I h ave n ot  se en  an y document at ion , it is li ke ly
th at  it s ast rolog y was a cont inu at ion  of t he  Me di eval Ast rolog y of
Re gi omont anu s. Th er e may  have  be en  some  adap tat ions fr om
Ke pl er an d t o the  e xte nt  it  was in flu en ced b y Boe hme , it is li ke ly to
have  be en  he li oce nt ric.
                                                
    1  The first known advocates of Universal ism i n A merica were the Dunkers or
German Bapti sts i n Germantown, P a. ci rca 1719. The key text involved seems to
have been The Everl asting Gospel , of Paul  Si egvol k. This was translated and
publ ished in E ngl ish by G.de Bennevi ll e w ho settled i n P ennsylvani a from France
in 1741.



Me an whi le , Eng lish col on ist s wer e exp lorin g ast rolog y as we ll.
He rb ert  Le ve nth al 's  In  t he Sh ado w of th e Enl igh tenment :
Occu lti sm  an d Ren ai ssa nce S ci ence in 18th Centu ry  Am er ica 
in di cat es th at  Harvard was a cen tr e f or  Natu ral  Astr ol ogy  ( as
op posed t o J udici al  Astr ology ) i n the  17th   an d 18th   ce ntu ri es.2

Ch ar les Mort on , an Eng li shman  wh o came to th e US col on ies f or
re li gious fr ee dom, leavi ng En gland in  1686, rel ocate d in
Ch ar lestown, Massachuset ts wh ere  h e b ecame  a mi ni ste r.

Hi s Co mp end iu m Ph ysica e wr it ten  i n Eng lan d was adop te d b y
Harvard i t i n its curr iculu m lar ge ly be cau se  noth ing  e lse  was
avai lab le . It remai ned i nfl ue nti al  un ti l t he  1720's. In t hi s wor k,
Mort on accep ts th e disti nct ion b et wee n nat ur al an d judici al 
astr ology , con demns astr ologi cal  f ort un e t el lin g, an d discu sse s how
th e plane ts af fect weath er an d t he  hu man b ody as wel l as aspects of 
astr ologi cal  medi ci ne. In p ar ticul ar, h e assert s that the  p lan et s
in fl uen ce  both  body  an d min d. He  p ermit s t he  use of astrology in 
we at her  f ore casti ng  an d in ch art in g t he  mu tation of man's
"t emper at ure " by th e alt erati on of  qu al iti es br ou ght  abou t by
ce le sti al  moti on. It i s int er est in g t o not e that whe n thi s wor k was
edit ed in  1720 3 all  re fe ren ce  to t he power  of ast rol og ical inf lu ence
was del et ed.

Harvard studen ts may also h ave r eceived astr ologi cal  i deas from
two oth er  important  sour ces: Samue l Wil lar d and J ohn  Leve re tt.4

Wi ll ard of t he  cl ass of 1659 was l ate r Vice Pre si den t of Harvard
(1701-1707) wh ile  t he school had n o p re siden t. Hi s ser mon s to
st udent s, coll ect ed an d pub li she d posth umously (1726) in A
Co mp lea t Bod y of Di vin it y,  Bost on  1726 at  p age  119, cite s Gen .1:14
an d exp ou nds i t as "Pr og nosti cat in g several nat ur al ef fects, l ik ely  t o
en su e".  "Se asons" he ex plain s as meani ng " times of  t he ye ar, made 
by  t he motion of th e Sun  espe ciall y."   He noted t hat , "Astr ologe rs
have  had the ir  pr edict ions th at do some times fall  ou t rig ht  …
th ou gh Satan , that gre at  natu ral ist,"  coul d for et ell  many  t hin gs.

Le ve ret t, of  t he cl ass of 1680 was Pr eside nt  of  H arvar d

                                                
    2 In the Shadow of the E nl ightenment: Occultism and Renaissance Science in
18th Century A merica, Herbert Leventhal , N YU  Press, 1976.

    3  In the Shadow of the E nl ightenment: Occultism and Renaissance Science in
18th Century A merica, Herbert Leventhal , N YU  Press, 1976: p. 15.

    4  In the Shadow of the E nl ightenment: Occultism and Renaissance Science in
18th Century A merica, Herbert Leventhal , N YU  Press, 1976:P.16.



 ( 1708- 1724)  and a membe r of the   FRS ( Fr at er Re gii Societatis -
Br ot her  of t he  Royal Societ y) . H e was a li be ral  and bi tte rl y opp ose d
to Cott on  Math er. In one  of  h is Expo sit io ns of  Scri ptu re t o stu de nts,
Le ve ret t state d t hat G od had not  r eve al ed th e F lood to Noah  by  an
astr ologi cal  conjun cti on  or  b y any  natu ral  mean s.  Thi s p ut  Math er
on  t he warpath .  It  se ems someon e was asse rt ing  othe r wise.5

St il l f ur the r, Isaac G re enwood, Harvard's fi rst  H oll is Pr of essor  of 
Math emati cs an d N at ural Phi losop hy  (1728-1738) accep te d n at ural
astr ology . In 1731 in A Ph ilo so phi ca l Discou rse C on cer ni ng th e
Mu ta bil it y a nd  Ch an ges o f t he Ma teria l Wor ld , Bost on, 1731, at
page  5 he  st at es:

"In short , t ides ar e p roduced in  t he Ocean , Win ds in  t he
at mosph er e, many ch ang es in  Inan imate  and An imate 
Bodi es & in th e h uman economy  it se lf. Astr ol ogy  seems
to h ave  a ph il osoph ical fou ndati on , and we  k now n ot
how man y won de rs an d myster ie s may  be  t he ge nui ne 
ef fe cts of t hi s g re at Al ter native in Natur e."

Al so, Ep hr aim Chambe r's, Cy cl opedi a o r Uni versa l Dicti ona ry  of 
th e Art s6 a p opu lar 18th   ce ntu ry  re fe ren ce  work  used in  t he colon ie s
sh ows an accep tan ce  of  n atu ral ast rol og y.

Le ve nth al  di scusses al manacs  (p  22-27) .7 Th er e b ei ng a gre at 
nu mb er of  th em, man y i ncludin g ast rol og y.  See for i nstan ce , Moses
Coit  Ty le r's A Hi sto ry  of  A mer ican Li ter at ure, Ne w Yor k, 1881.
Al so, N at han ie l Low’s An  A str on omi ca l Dia ry or  Al ma nac f or 1772,
Jose ph St aff or d's Th e Rho de Isla nd Al man ac fo r 1738, (N ewp or t,
1738) whi ch has judici al  astr ology , Th e Vir gi nia  A lma na c f or  1751
an d the  well  k nown Ol d Far mer's A lma na c whi ch has h ad a
cont inu ou s r un  fr om 1792.

Me di cin e was also a fi el d whe re astrology was  pr actised.
Cu lp epe r' s wor ks we re popul ar . The  Ph ar macop oei a Lo nd oni en sis
(Lon don  1653, Boston 1720), and Th e Engli sh Ph ysi ci an En lar ged,

                                                
    5  See A rthur D ani el  Kaledin, "The Mind of John Leverett" unpub. di ss. Harvard
University, 1965, pp.44-45. Quoted in: In the Shadow of the E nl ightenment:
Occulti sm and Renai ssance S ci ence in 18th Century America, Herbert Leventhal ,
NY U Press, 1976.

    6  7th ed. 1751.

    7 On the subj ect of Astrology and A lmanacs, see al so: America and her
Al manacs, by Robb Sagendorph, Dubli n, New Hampshire: Yankee,Inc & Boston:
Li ttle Brown and Co.



as well  as t he  Astr olo gi cal  J udgem ent  o f Diseases fr om  th e
Decu mbi tu re of  th e Sick, we re al l availabl e t he  Amer ican col on ies.
Bu t, astr ologi cal  medi ci ne, Le ve nth al  te ll s u s, th ou gh popul ar , was
conside re d l ow cl ass.8 Unf ort un ate ly , h e gives li tt le in dicat ion  of
how widespre ad it  was.

Ju di cial Ast rolog y was n ot un known . The  Di ar y o f Col . La nd on
Ca rt er of  Sa bi ne Ha ll, 1752- 1778,9 con tai ns an  astr ol ogi cal
pr edict ion f or  th e comin g y ear. Moreove r, Le ve nth al  st at es th at,
"O ne  of  t he most in tri gu ing  e viden ces of t he  pr actical  use of ju dicial
astr ology  come s f rom Rhode Islan d” 10.

Ezra St il es (1727-1795) not ed in  h is di ar y, af ter  r efe rr ing  t o t he 
Bi bl ical prohi bit ions ag ain st  wi tches, wizar ds, and ne cromance rs as
we ll  as t o Indian  ` Poways', t hat  “Somet hin g of it  su bsist s among 
Al manack Mak ers and Fortu ne  Te ll ers, as Mr  St af for d of Ti ver ton
late ly de ad wh o was wont  to t ell  wher e lost thi ng s mig ht be  foun d
an d what day , hou r and minu te  was for tu nat e for  vessel s t o sai l
et c."11 St il es was P re siden t of Yal e (1778-1795). He  taug ht He bre w,
Th eolog y, Ch ur ch Hi story  an d the  scie nces.

Le ve nth al  st at es12 t hat t he  vi gorou s Rhode  Island sh ipp in g b usine ss
used astr ology . "O ne  local h istor ian h as told us, ref er rin g to th e
sail ing  of t wo Rh ode Isl and p rivat eer s in 1745, t hat  ` Accor din g to
th e custom of the  t ime  t hei r hor oscop e [sic] was cast, an d t he  fi gu re
had discl ose d that the y shoul d sai l on Fri day, th e 24t h of December ,
1745.' Un for tu nat el y, a snowstor m was r agi ng  at  t hat  t ime  and both
ve ssels were  l ost .  [Wm P . She ffi el d, An  A ddr ess d el ivered b y
Wi ll iam  P. S heffi el d b ef ore t he Rh ode I sla nd  Hi st ori ca l S ociet y in
Pr ov idence, Febru ar y 7, AD 1882 ( Ne wport , 1883) p.18.] Anoth er
Rh ode Isl and h ist or ian  h as st ate d that whe n shi ps we re  re ady t o
sail , “an  astr ologe r or con ju rer , as th ey we re fr equ en tly  call ed, was
some times empl oye d to `cast  a fi gu re' , to ascer tain th e p roper 

                                                
    8 p.38.

    9  ed Jack P . Greene, Charl ottesvil le, V a. UP  of V a., 1965, II, 730

    10 p 57. --from Ezra Stil es, The Literary D iary of Ezra Stiles, ed by Frankl in
Bowditch Dexter (New Y ork: Charl es Scri bners' S ons, 1901),I: 385-86.

    11 Gadbury's Nauticum Astrologi cum, or the Astrologi cl Seaman (1691) may
have been a key text among such conjurers and among the S eamen astrol ogers
who pli ed the col onial  N ew England Ports.

    12 p58



mome nt for t he  ve ssel to de part.” Thi s historian state d t hat h e had
se en  hu ndreds of su ch horoscopes and re produ cin g one  cast  i n
1752.13

 Astrology in the United States after the American Revolution

In  t he 18th   ce ntu ry , accordin g t o Le ve nth al , ast rol og y ( both natur al 
an d judicial ) was i n a stat e of de cli ne . Its pr imary  l ite ratur e bei ng 
th e alman ac, wh ich was larg ely  t he li ter at ure  of t he  se mi lit er ate .

Imme diate ly af ter  t he US War for  Inde pe nde nce Bai ley 's Al manac
for 177914 car rie d an ar ticle  in  G erman  il lu str at ed by  a horoscope
ce le brati ng th e e ve nt. G ene rally , however,  Bail ey 's Mi nia tu re &
Po ck et Al man ac was in  Engl ish and had no ar ticle s on ast rolog y. It 
re gu lar ly  de pi cte d the  sign s of th e Zodiac and th e p lanet s; th e
ch an ges of t he  Moon ; asp ect s; an d dat es of  t he Eq uin ox es an d
Solstices.15

Eb en eezer  Si bl y, an  astr ologe r wit h Masoni c con ne cti on s to  lodge s
in  Bristol and Edin bur gh , p ub lishe d h is New and  C omp lete Ou tli ne
of  t he Occul t Sci en ces in  1790 & 1791. H e gives wh at  he  calcul ate d
as t he horoscope of  US i n p late 53. Hi s broth er, Manoah Si bl y, a
Swedenb or gian min ister , was also an ast rol og er. It i s wor th 
me nt ion in g t hat Eb en eezer  me nt ion s Swedenb or g ( wh ose  t eachi ngs
ar e reg ar ded b y some as the  b egi nn ing  of t he  Sp ir itu al ist ic
Move men t)  in  h is book an d also inclu des a fair ly le ngt hy  ch ap ter  on
sp ir its.

Le ve nth al  se ems t o be ri ght  abou t the  g ene ral state of  astr ology 
de cl ini ng  in  t he 18th  cen tur y.  A p rocess t hat see ms to have 
cont inu ed in  t he US un ti l about 1850, alth ou gh by  th e 1840' s t he 
si tu ati on  was beg in nin g to tu rn ar oun d. Th e pop ul ar mi nd of 
Amer ica duri ng  th e 18th  t o mid-19th  cen tur y see ms to have  be en 
capt ure d, for the  most  p art  b y sci ence and Enli gh ten me nt
Ph il osoph y. However , t he re was also some i nt ere st  amon g t he 
En gl ish  speaki ng popul at ion  i n mesmer ism, Swedenb or gian
Sp ir itu al ism16, an d N ew En gl and Tran scenden tal ism.
                                                
    13 George C . Mason, The African Sl ave Trade in Colonial Times, The Ameri can
Hi stori cal R ecord and Reperetory of Notes and Queri es, July 1872, 319.

    14  ci ted i n Clark Ki nnaird, George Washi ngton: The Pi ctoral Biography, NY :
Hastings House, 1967, p.135.

    15 Bail ey' s Pocket A lmanac w as probabl y wri tten by Benj ami n Workman.

    16 A s disti nguished from the Spiri tuali sm of the Fox S isters and l ater advocates
of w hat E mma Hardinge Britten termed, "Modern Ameri can S piritual ism."



Amon gst  t he Ge rman spe ak ing  popu lat ion t he re was a strong 
in te rest in Ge rman Pie ti sm, t he wr iti ng s of Jacob  Boeh me an d
my st ical sub je cts such  as alchemy17 and magi c18. Tr ansce nde nt ali sm
was str on gly  i nfl ue nce d by Or ien tal P hi losop hy an d y og a and se t
th e stage  for the  appe ar ance of Bl avatsky' s The osoph y in 1875, a
move men t whi ch  both  pr omote d and crit icise d ast rolog y. Ce rt ain ly ,
wh en  th e ast rolog ical li ter at ure  of t he  mi d to late r  19th   ce ntu ry  is
comp are d wit h that of th e p er iod p rior to say, 1820, t her e is  a
mark ed di ffe re nce .

Be fore 1820 astrology had decide dl y mystical  an d rel ig iou s
over ton es. Amongst the  Engl ish spe aki ng  popu lat ion
Swedenb or giani sm pr ovi de d t hi s mystical  an d rel ig iou s ove rt one .
Wh il e, among st  th e Ger man spe ake rs, i t fou nd ex pr ession t hr oug h
Boeh men ism, Rosicru ciani sm, alch emy, magic and th e kabb alah.

Pr ior t o 1820 the  astr ol ogy  p racti sed i n t he  US was ei th er  N atu ral
Astr ology  an d Judicial  Astr ol ogy . Nat ur al Astrology, i ncl uding 
astr ome te orology, was accep table  t o t he  in cr easin gly  scie nt ifi c and
Pu ri tan  i nte ll ige nt sia of N ew En gl and. Thi s bei ng  a major  r eason 
wh y ast rolog y was t o sur vive at al l i n Yal e and H arvar d. We  have 
se en  th at  it  was possi bl e f or  Isaac G re enwood of Har vard to
sp eculate  th at  astr ology  had a p hi losop hical  foun dat ion b ased on 
me te orological  ph en ome na be in g l in ked t o cel est ial mechan ics.
Th ou gh he  come s close to acce pti ng  Ju di cial Ast rolog y, he  stop s

                                                
    17 C onrad Beissel 's Ephrata C ommunity practi ced alchemy, had the el ixir and
reputedy made the P hil osopher's Stone. Beissel  &  Co, though depicted as
Dunkers and Pi etists were ultra-orthodox Lutherans! The maj ority of Lutheran
leaders i n A merica subsequently were spiri tual descendents of Ephrata
(consci ously, actively and organizati onall y in the tradition). This i ncl uded
Muhl enberg. The secret of the El ixir was passed down among a sel ect l ineage of
cl ergy, the possessor handi ng it over to his chosen successor near hi s death.
They used the secret to make money for the Lutheran Church and i ts mi ssi onary
crusades. The secret w as eventuall y for sale and sol d on the steps of churches in
Phil adelphia unti l the mid-19th century. Cf The German Pi etists of Provi ncial 
Pennsyl vania by Jul ius Friedri ch Sachse, A MS Press, NY 57  et not. 74 and 75.

One member of the Ephrata C ommunity, Johann Seel ig, w as commi ssioned to
cast the horoscope for the Sw edi sh Lutheran church at Wi saco, P a.

    18 The foll owers of these communities l ater became the first Pennsylvania Dutch
hexenmeisters. Stil l l ater Penn Dutch practi ced Pow Wow  Magi c. Wi tness George
Henry Hohman' s Long Lost Friend:P ow  Wows for Man and Beast, Harri sburg,
1856.[ Source: Don Yoder's arti cl e, "Hohman and Romanus: Ori gi ns and D iffusion
of the Pennsyl vania Poww ow Manual," i n American Fol k Medicine A  Symposi um,
ed by Wayl and H and., Univ of C al. P ress, Berkeley, 1976. S uch practi ti oners used
The Sixth and Seventh B ooks of Moses.]



sh or t of doi ng  so, as di d t he  majorit y of hi s col leagu es, alth ou gh
Mort on' s Co mp end iu m Ph ysica e did not hesit ate  t o cross th e l in e.

Ju di cial Ast rolog y asser ts th at ce lesti al force s det er min e the 
be haviour  of  h uman individu al s and coll ect iviti es su ch  as n ati on s.
Th us, i t comes as n o sur pri se  to l ear n that the  N ew En gland Pu ri tan 
Establi sh men t bei ng  st au nch  advocates of F re e Wi ll , cou ld not
acce pt su ch an  asse rti on 19. Ju dicial Ast rol og y, wh ile  p racti sed i n
Ne w Eng land an d t hr oug h out  t he US coul d n ot , u nder th ese 
ci rcumstance s fi nd th e same accep tan ce  as N atu ral Ast rol og y did.
"Con jur er s" cast ch art s for  ship s in th e N ew En gl and h arb ou rs,
pr in ted Almanacs, and he lpe d fin d lost ite ms, b ut  th ey  saw
th emsel ve s ( as in de ed th e e st abl ishme nt  saw the m)  as p racti sin g an
occu lt ar t.

Th us, ast rol og y i n the  Unit ed St at es pr ior  t o 1820 can  be  said t o
have  be en  di vi ded i nto t wo categ or ies: Nat ur al Astrology, which
was sci en tif ic an d Judicial  astr ol ogy  which was occu lt . In Eng land,
at  t his t ime  a si mi lar  dist in cti on  is also appare nt. El li c H owe
iden tif ie s some Eng lish ast rolog ical wr ite rs as  "scie nti fi c”, othe rs as
"h er met ic" or occul t.

Natu ral  Astr ol ogy  was larg ely   devot ed to th e  pr edict in g of
we at her  condit ion s vit al  for agr icult ur e and commodi ty 
sp eculati on. J udi ci al, or O ccult  Astr ol ogy  was in vol ve d wit h
pr edict ion, th e f at e of the  i ndi vi dual, th e fin di ng of  lost  it ems and
th e times an d dat es for dep ar tur e of sh ips as wel l as the ir  safe 
ar ri val  or whe reabouts i f l ost.

Th is  O ccult  Astr ol ogy  of t he  "con jur er s" was also con necte d t o the 
my st ical art  of alchemy and t o t he  bl ack art  of  magi c. It  was th us
ve ry  mu ch  more  th an  a scien ti fic e nde avour . It had a myst ical an d
magi cal  dime nsion  as wel l. Su ch my sti cal and magi cal  i nte re sts
we re  boun d u p wit h mysti cal  Chri st ian  r eli gi ous p racti ces b rou gh t
to t he US by  sett le rs mainl y from Ger many in  th e 1600' s and 1700's,

                                                
    19 A lthough the Puritans had reservations about astrol ogy because of its
determi ni sm, they often embraced alchemy. C.f. Ambi x X , Oct 1962 N o 3. -"N ew 
Engl and's last Al chemi sts" by Ronald Sterne Wi lki nson pp128-138. N otes: ci tes
Bernard C ohen, "The Begi nni ng of C hemical Instruction in Ameri ca: A Brief
Account of the Teaching of Chemi stry at Harvard prior to 1800. Most of New
Engl and's last al chemi sts w ent to Harvard and Y al e but before regul ar chemical
instructi on came to ei ther school. John Wi nthrop Jr. (1606-1676), the fi rst
governor of Connecticut was a practicing alchemist. The N Y Academy of
Medi cine has his al chemi cal  papers. Wi nthrop' s papers at the Massachusetts
Hi stori cal S ociety have been publi shed. Cf Frances Y ates The Rosicrucian
Enli ghtenment, London, Rutl edge & Kegen P aul, 1972, p. 227, n.1.



du ri ng th e p re -Re volut ionar y per iod. Th ey we re th e r esult  of a
mi xt ure  of G er man  P iet ism, th e t eachi ng s of Jacob  Boeh me an d
Ge rman Paracel si ani sm. Such mystical  pr actices su rvive d wel l int o
th e 19th   ce ntu ry  in  P enn sy lvani a whe re th ey gave ri se to a pe cul iar
form of  F olk  Magi c cal le d " Pow- wow."   It is a featu re of   Mysti cal 
Astr ology , e pi tomised in  Jacob Boeh me' s wri ti ngs, that it has str ong 
re li gious af fi liati ons.

Both  of  t hese typ es of  astr ol ogy  wane  afte r 1820, or  at l east, i t
be comes very  diff icult  t o l ocate  any ne w l it eratu re or  re ports
pu bl ish ed on  t hem afte r 1820. On  t he ot her  h and, from the  1840's
ar e fou nd re fe ren ce s t o pract iti on ers of a " sci en tif ic" J udici al 
Astr ology , as thoug h t he  two cat eg ori es of  astr ol ogy  h ad me rge d.
Th e act ual p racti ce  of  horoscopy  ch an ges l itt le , i f at al l and th e
swit ch fr om th e e ar lie r ast rolog y to th e " scien ti fic" var ie ty se ems t o
en tail me rel y a change  of n omenclatur e and a re - con ce ptu al isati on
of  astr ol ogy 's re lation to Scien ce 20. At  th e same ti me  no ment ion of
magi cal  or alchemical re lat ed astr ology  is f oun d in En gli sh .

Amon g th e  Ge rman sp eak in g Ame rican s t he  si tu ati on  may have
be en  di ff ere nt , b ut  th is is an are a whi ch re qui re s f ur the r stu dy .
Wh at  is e viden t, however , i s that from the  1840's th e new Scie nt ifi c
Ju di cial Ast rolog y (in  Engl ish) is pr edomi nantl y secul ar, alth ou gh it 
does have  my st ical leani ngs deri vi ng fr om th e  Swedenb or gian
in fl uen ce s al á Eb en eezer  Si bl y.

Th e Swedenb or gian Movement , whi ch  or ig inate d i n the  1790's in 
En gl and, was char acter ised fr om th e b eg inn in g b y two e lemen ts:
th e chu rch and th e non -chur ch  Swedenb or gians.

Th e chu rch e le men t bel ie ved t hat  t he be st way t o promu lgate  th e
wr it ing s and doct ri nes of t he  move men t' s f ou nde r Immanue l
Swedenb or g ( an  18th  ce nt ury  myst ic) was to f oun d a N ew Ch ur ch -
wh ich was don e. Al te rnati vel y, th ey  sort  to i ntr oduce  Swedenb or g's
in te rpr et ati on  of   the  Scri pt ure  i nto t he ex ist in g chu rch es. Thi s
ul ti mat el y p roved a lost  cause as the  e stabl ish ed ch ur che s ref used
to alte r the ir  cate chi sm.

Th e non -chur ch  el ement  were  t hose who l ike d Swedenb or g's i deas
bu t who, for  one re ason or an oth er , r ef use d to af fil iate wi th a
part icu lar chu rch . Thi s group  su pp ort ed by  some  f rom t he ch urch
Swedenb or gians we re  fr eq uen tl y mystical ly in cli ne d and gi ve n t o
                                                
    20 I have not attempted it, but it w oul d be interesting to see w hat, if any rel ation
exists between astrology's secul arizati on and any parallel devel opments in
contemporary reli gi on.



sp ir itu al ism. Man y Transcen de ntali sts b elong ed to th is el ement .
Th ey , as wel l as th e chu rch  “ Ne w Ch ur che rs”, we re of ten 
pr og ressi ve in  th ei r t hi nki ng  or  e ven  r adi cally  p oli ti cal  and
sp ir itu al .

Astr ology  se ems t o have fou nd al li es in  th is constit ue ncy  and to
have  be en  ab sorbe d int o a mil ieu  of u ni ver salisti c, non-sectar ian,
se cu lar  cong reg at ion al ism which was r ath er  De ist i n con ce pti on .
Su ch  a point  of vie w cou ld accep t a Sci ent if ic Astr ology  wh ich dealt
wi th  "cosmic f orces" r at her  t han  t radit ion al  an ge ls. Eb en eezer 
Si bl y's astr ol ogy  seems to re pre se nt a ste p in th at di recti on. It i s
si gn ifi cant th at he  was bot h a F re emason and a Swedenb or gian.

Howe  cont ends that the  US ast rol og ers were  depe ndent  on Eng lish
astr ologi cal  l ite ratur e unt il  af te r Wor ld War On e. He  cite s21 Thomas
Hagu e of Phi ladel ph ia, who pu bli sh ed th e  pe ri odi cal Th e
Ho ro sco pe f rom 1840-4 an d Hague's Hor oscop e and  S cient ifi c
Pr op het ic Messenger  (1845-8).

Accordi ng  to N ick  Camp ion ,22 t he  fi rst t ru ly Ameri can ast rol og ical
li te rat ur e was pr oduce d in th e 1840's b y t he  En gl ish  b orn  Luke 
Br ou ght on  (1828-1899) wh o i s con si der ed as t he fi rst  major  US
astr ologe r. On e of his more  well  k nown stu de nts was W. H. Chan ey 
(b . 1821) , f at her  of J ack Lon don  ( 1876- 1916)  wh ose mot her  ( Fora
We ll man ) was musi ci an/sp iri tu ali st .

Howe ,23 f ur the r state s t hat t he  th re e Br ou ght on  b rothe rs (Mat the w,
Mark  an d Luk e)  we re  al l in th e Uni ted Stat es by  t he 1860' s. Th ey 
re si ded i n P hi ladel phi a. Lu ke  pr oduce d Br ou ght on 's Mo nth ly 
Pl an et Reader and  A str ol ogi ca l J ou rna l.24  He  move d t o Ne w Yor k
in  1863 and wh ere  h e con tin ue d p ub lishi ng. The Journ al  on ly  had
Br ou ght on 's ar ticle s.  At t he  en d of Br ou ght on 's Mo nt hly  Plan et 
Read er, he  of fe rs to te ach ast rol og y.

Br ou ght on  al so pu bl ish ed El em ent s of Astro lo gy ( 1869, 1898). It 
in cl ude s the  e ssay Wh y am I an astro lo ger ? A Reply  t o R ichar d A.
Pr octor . Th e Hum bu g o f Ast ro logy. Feb. 6, 1887. Br ou ght on 's
astr ology  was ser ious, t hou gh  un adorn ed. The  "n ut s and bolt s"

                                                
    21 P .66

    22  An Introduction to the H istory of Astrology, p72.

    23  Astrology, p.63:

    24   No 1, 1860.



astr ology  of  t he "Scie nt ifi c"  ty pe  pr actised in  Engl an d dur ing  t he
mi d- nin et een th  ce nt ury . He cl ear ly  in tr odu ce s t hi s k in d of ast rolog y
in to th e US. Br ou ght on , and hi s dau gh ter , who was al so a pract isi ng 
astr ologe r, had man y stu den ts an d spawn ed a sch ool of ast rolog y
wh ich was to  domin ate  US ast rol og y f or  a consi de rab le  pe ri od.

Th e mid-n ine te ent h cen tu ry is th e cri ti cal  p eri od for the 
de ve lop me nt of  wh at  late r develops in to cont emp or ary  “New Age”
US Astr ol ogy . Much was g oin g on in  both  th e occul t and non- occul t
ar eas whi ch re sul te d i n major  move men ts wi th  cl early  " New Age" 
over ton es. Th e n et wor ks of  Spir it ual ism and ot he r occult  arts were 
used to disseminate  li be ral  and ex tre me  le ft  wi ng  poli tical  ideas
pe rh aps b ecause t he ir advocat es could n ot ge t a h ear in g oth erwise.

Fr om th e mid-n ine te ent h cen tu ry, with  a conside rable  f req ue ncy ,
th e research er  fi nds a n umb er  of  subjects cl ose ly  li nk ed. O fte n the 
same  le ct ure r or wr ite r exp ou nds t wo or  more  of  t he followi ng
su bject s: astr ology , p sy chology, Wome n' s Rig hts, spi ri tuali sm an d
Poli tical  Re form (f req ue ntl y a e up hemism f or  Soci ali sm).

A good ex amp le  of  t his i s f ou nd in  Ol ne y Richmond's My st ic Test
Bo ok , Ch icago, 1893 whi ch op enl y advocate s socialist pol it ical
re form as be in g i ne vit ab le du e t o the  comb in ed force s of evolu ti on,
math emati cs an d H el iocen tri c Ast rolog y.

Wi ll is Wh it ehh ead wor ks ar e f ur the r examp le of  th is in te rlock ing  of
vari ous t hemes. H e was th e  Past  Su pr eme  G ran d Vizie r of the 
An ci ent  O rde r of Or ien tal Mag i,  when  h e  pu bli sh ed  h is Occu lti sm 
Si mp lif ied o r the Myst ic Th esaur us i n 1899. Al so, compou nding 
ideas are  foun d i n his Occu lt Ph ilo so phy , Ne w Yor k 1897. As an 
aside i t shoul d b e not ed th at  th is e di tion of Ag ri ppa's Fi rst Book of 
Occu lt Ph ilo so phy  i s wr on gly  i den ti fie d as be in g al l thr ee  book s of
th e wor k. Th is er ror b ei ng re peate d by   We iser wi th th eir  e dit ion i n
1971.

Af te r t he  Ag ri ppa t ext  we f in d a n umb er  of  e ssays in cl udi ng  an 
essay b y the  p ubl isher  Loomis (date d 1900)  en ti tle d Ou r Nea r
Fu tu re. It  is i n k ee pin g wit h th e  Or de r of the  O rie nt al Magi' s
soci ali st  vi si on. Loomis cl aims to have a met hod of pr op hesy based
on  t he Bi ble  which for et ell s gre at  poli tical  an d wor ld ch an ges
be tween  1896 & 1916.

He  stat es th at  a ne w n at ion  i s b ei ng forme d in th e cen tre  of t he 
worl d, wh ich  will  over come ot her  n ati on s and ru le  wi th  a rod of
ir on . Thi s i s possi bly  a re fe ren ce  to t he at tempt  to create  a sociali sti c
re gi me in  Ru ssia in  1905. Though  t his atte mp t f ai led i t did se t the 



st ag e f or  th e Bol sh evi k Revol uti on  of  1917. Loomis cl aimed th at 
pe op le we re worki ng  toward th is ne w state at  th e time he wr ote .
Hi s wri ti ngs f urt he r say s h e is in iti at ing  p eop le  an d givin g cou rse s
in  p racti cal  occu lt ism and pr oph esy p re sumab ly th rou gh  hi s
In wood School of Ph ilosophy  i n N ew York  Ci ty .

Al so note  Fr an k The odore 's Astr olo gy  an d the S oci al ism , or th e
New Era : a r ev iew  a nd fo recast b y Fra nk  T. A llen, Ne w Yor k, 1902.
wh ich p re dicte d t hat social ism wou ld be gin  i n t he  US i n 1942, wi th
Ur an us in  Ge mi ni. This b ook  i s f ul l of socialist rhe toric. By 1902
th er e was no doub t about  th is astr ologe r's p oli ti cal  symp at hie s.
Late r h e con tr ibu te d t o the  magazi ne Azot h  ci rca 1917-21 and  is
iden tif ie d i n Mercury  (  9/1928 vol 13, n o. 3, p 137)as one of  four 
foun der s of John Astor  Haze lri gg 's Ameri can Academy of
Astr ologi ans .

Al so conn ect ed to Ol ne y Richmond's Magi was Mil ton  A. P ot ten ge r
wh ose Sy mb oli sm , Sacr ame nt o ,1905  i s r ep let e wit h Socialist
rh et ori c.

An d so we  fi nd th at  by  th e  earl y 20th   ce ntu ry  astr ology  had
be come for some, th e h ar bin ge r of a n ew soci al or der .



Concluding Observations

As was said in the Introduction to this study, firm conclusions can
not be drawn until further research is conducted into this subject.
In particular, the German language sources must be examined in
more detail. Notwithstanding this, some general observations can
be made.

During the 17th century and extending into the early 20th  century,
European astrology was transplanted firstly into the New
England colony before taking root throughout the whole of the
United States.  In the dual form of Natural and Judicial Astrology
it was practised until about 1820. Its tradition may be traced back
through Britain and Continental Europe to Medieval Astrology.

By 1820 or so, this tradition had largely spent itself. Indeed, an
examination of the astrological publication history suggests a
brief hiatus occurred. This lasted until 1840-50.

In the 1860s Scientific Astrology (this being what traditional
English astrology had become by this time) was introduced into
the United States by the Broughtons and Hague.  This was
adopted by the more radical political reformers and utopians. A
major network by which this new socially-aware astrology was
spread appears to have been the more progressive elements of the
non-church Swedenborgian, Universalist, and early Socialist
circles.

Astrology moved from being closely associated with
unconventional religious mysticism to being almost entirely
secular. This transformation set the stage, as it were for the advent
of an universalistic, secular “New Age” astrology.

That Judicial Astrology in the United States  (and possibly in
England) should have been recast as  “Scientific Astrology” after
the mid-nineteenth century is probably due, at least in part, to the
relative acceptability, well into the nineteenth century of Natural
Astrology.



1870 seems to be a watershed. The American Civil War 1861-1865
disrupted life in the United States sufficiently to largely impede
the spread of astrology while the war was raging. After the war,
people were naturally more interested in the future and this may
have contributed to an increased interest in a new
re-conceptualised astrology. Certainly, the war forms an
important reference point which, for some, was seen as the
harbinger of a “New Age”.  Amongst these were men such as
Olney Richmond who years later related in his Temple Lectures
(Chicago 1891, p.71-72) that his astrological involvement had
originated during the Civil War.

Finally, the role of the Occult Fraternities  should not be
overlooked.  These include such organisations as  Olney
Richmond’s Order of the Magi and Willis Whitehead’s spin off
organisation, the Ancient Order of Oriental Magi.  Their
promulgating astrological doctrine and practice in conjunction
with visions of social and political reform provide a rich vein for
further research.  In particular, their impact on the history of
astrology in the United States and on the history of political
reform in nineteenth century America needs to be thoroughly
addressed.
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