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Introduction

Wh en  in  t he We st we  sp eak of Medie val  Astr ol ogy  i t i s to Ar abi c
Astr ology  th at  we  i nevit abl y ref er . It was f rom t he Ar abs t hat  t he
Me di eval Chr istian West recei ved astr ol ogy  duri ng  it s
re in trodu cti on  in to Eu rope du rin g the  12th   Ce ntu ry  Re naissan ce.

Ye t whe n we use t he  te rm "Arabic", it  i s n ot  ne ce ssari ly to au th ors
wh o wer e eth ni c Arabs th at we  re fe r b ut  rath er to wr it ers who
wr ot e i n the  Arab ic lang uag es an d to th eir  work s in th at langu ag e.
Th us, t he  te rm "Arabic" doe s not  r efe r to th e aut hor 's re li gion or
et hn ic or igi n. Me ssahala, f or  in st ance, wr ot e i n Arabi c b ut  was
Je wi sh. Ib n Hi bi nta wrote in  Ar ab ic bu t was Ch ri sti an . Abu  Ma'shar 
was Per si an. Al ki ndi , on th e oth er hand, b oth  wrot e in Ar abi c and
was Arabi an.

Th e chi ef  re pr ese nt ati ve s of Arabi c ast rol og y are : Al boali  ( Abu  ` Ali 
al -Kh ay yat -see be low), Al bu masar  (Abu  Ma'shar  -  se e bel ow),
Al cabit iu s ( al -Qabi si,f l. C. 960) ,  Al ch indus (Al ki ndi , 813?- 870,
te acher  of Abu  Ma'shar ),  Aomar ( ̀Umar  ib n al- Farr ukh an  al -
Tabari, fl .c 800) , Hali   He be n Rodan ( ̀Ali ib n Ri dwan ib n `Al i ib n
Gaf` ̀ar  Ab u’l-H asan) , Me ssahala (Mash a`all ah c. 740- 815), an d
Zahe l ( Ab u ` Ut man Sahl  ib n Bi sr  ib n Habi b ib n Hayi  al -Isra`il i d.c.
845)  .

Decline of Western Learning: Entering the Dark Ages

Scie nce  i n t he  We st  had evaporat ed wi th  ot he r f or ms of  le ar nin g
foll owi ng  th e fal l of th e Roman Empir e. Monaste ri es (e spe ci all y
th ose of the  Bene di cti ne  Or de r) can b e cre di ted with  p reser vin g
le ar nin g dur in g t he  Dark  Ag es howe ver , th e l earni ng  th ey 
pr eserved was dictated b y t wo conside rations.



Fi rstly , What  was essential to the smo oth r unning o f Chr istian
cult ure?  Secondly, What  was avail abl e to them? Ne ver th ele ss th e
he rmeti c tradi tions su rvive d (th ou gh barel y)  in  t he We st vi a
Mart ian us Cape lla, Fi rmicu s Mate rnu s, th e Pi ca tri x and th e
Ascl epi us. Ar abi c Ast rolog y was imb ue d wit h H er met icism and
was eag er ly re cei ve d i n the  West  l arg el y b ecause of th e p re -ex istin g
He rmeti c - N eoplatonic b ack gr oun d of many of  th e Weste rn
in te lle ct ual s.

St il l, th e g en eral int el lectu al cl imate  of  t he We st was i mp ove ri she d
du ri ng th e 6th   -  8th ce ntu ri es.  It was dur ing  t he followi ng ce ntu ri es
le ading  t o t he  12th  cen tur y in wh ich  l ear ni ng sl owl y incre ase d and
in  which esote ric doct ri nes were  i ncr easin gl y cul tivat ed.

Many  th in gs avail ab le to th e cosmopol it an Roman  of 500 AD b e h e
Ch ri sti an  or  P agan wer e not  p reser ved duri ng  th e cen tu rie s of
up he aval as th e b ar bar ian h oards sack ed, r esett le d and re de fin ed
Roman civili sation.

Du ri ng th e t hr ee ce ntu ri es th at followe d t he  Vandal conqu est and
occu pat ion of Rome (455 AD)  u nti l the  coronation of Ch arl emagn e
as H oly  Roman Emp er or (800 AD) t he  st ru ctu re  of  Roman socie ty
an d, in  p art icular of Roman  e ducat ion  disi nt egr at ed.  As
Ch ri sti an ity  supp lante d Pag an ism p agan insti tut ions we re 
sy st emati cal ly  de const ru cte d or si mpl y all owed to di e out . From its
ve ry  be gi nni ng , Chr ist ianit y was oppose d t o sci en ce an d p ag an
ph il osoph y. It  valu ed th e wor ks of  Pl at o, Ar ist ot le an d oth er
ph il osoph ic an d sci ent if ic wr ite rs on ly  in  so f ar  as t hey  supp or ted
Ch ri sti an  th eolog y. As a di re ct conse qu ence, th e Chr istians made  no
concert ed ef fort to copy , save or stu dy  su ch  su bject s.

Ne gl ect  mean t that what was save d and p reser ved i n t he  dark 
monasti c lib rarie s (su ch  as t hey  were ) wer e onl y wor ks th at 
cont rib ut ed to th e comin g K in gdom of He ave n. Th us, as homil eti cs
we re  a basic n eed of t he  Ch ur ch, work s on gr ammar , l og ic an d
rh et ori c we re  copi ed an d saved wh ile  work s on scien ti fic subjects
we re  not.



Even  me di cin e, so ofte n, as i n t he  case  of  G ale n and H ipp ocrat es,
in te rtwin ed wi th Pagan  p hil osoph y wer e oft en  ne gl ect ed. Thi s soon
le d to a deart h of medical kn owl edge in  th e Lat in  We st . It dir ectly 
re su lte d in th e p op ulace  fall ing  b ack , of ne cessi ty up on Ge rmani c
tr ib al magical  me di cin e or some form of  in di gen ou s Medite rr ane an 
he rb al lore wh ich  i tse lf  was not  f ar re moved fr om wi tchcr af t and
th e sup er sti ti ons of t he  pagan p ast. Th us, i n h er  ze al  to make  a cl ean
br eak wit h t he  evil  past , Mate r Ec clesia f ur the re d t he  sp re ad of 
di ab oli sm an d ensur ed th e con tin uation of a grass root s f ol k mag ic
wh ich she  has never  su cceeded in  e xti rp ati ng .

In  t he Gr eek  speaki ng Easte rn  Roman Emp ire 1, wh ich  r emain ed
more  st ab le, t he cu ltu ral and econ omi c con ti nui ty  en su red t hat  t he
Ar ts an d Sci en ces were  n eve r eradi cat ed de sp ite  t he in ten se ly
ze al ous Chri st ian it y of the  l ate r Byzan tin e Emp ir e. Th is was
espe ciall y t he  case  in  Alex an dri a and Syri a. Even  af te r t he  Empe ror 
Ju st ini an  cl osed th e P ag an schools in  Athe ns in  527 it  was possi ble 
for the  p hil osoph er s t o fin d wel come in  Pe rsia an d Ale xan dr ia
wh er e t he  ol d tradi tions fl ou rishe d u nt il th e r ise of Isl am in  t he fi rst 
half  of  t he 7th   ce ntu ry .

The Rise of Islam

Th e spr ead of Arabi c Ast rol og y and Ar ab ic He rme ti cism was
in ti mat el y l in ked t o t he  sp re ad of  Islam. In  635 Syr ia fe ll  to t he
Mosl em Ar abs. Ir aq  by  637. Pe rsia by  641 and Egyp t by 642. Th e
cali phs n ow he ld th e cen tre  of civili sation in th eir  h ands and h eld a
cr it ical place  on  t he gl obe  l ink in g India an d Chi na to Eg yp t and
Af ri ca, By zanti um an d, vi a the  Medi te rrane an, t he We st. By 670
th ey  had spr ead west i n (formerl y Roman , l at er Barbari an)  N ort h
Af ri ca to Al ge ria. In 711 t he y con que re d Vi si got hi c Spain an d i n 732
in vaded F ran ce  wh er e t he y wer e stoppe d by th e F ranks at Poit ier s
(Tou rs)  u nde r Charl es Mart el.

Th e int el lectu al world t he Ar abs h ad taken  p ossession of was r ich i n
ph il osoph y and scie nce . Unl ik e t he  Ge rmani c Bar barian invasion ,
th e Arab con qu est  of t he  East  was swi ft  an d lef t the  soci et y mostly 
in tact.

                                                
    1 The Empi re had spl it in the thi rd century under Di ocletian and, despite
Constanti ne' s effort to reuni te it, it spli t permanently i n 395 AD . The l anguage and
culture of the East being Greek and that of the W est being Latin a substantial
schi sm existed which w as exacerbated by the events of the ensuing centuries
which l ed to a Germani c dominati on of the Western Empi re but not to the Eastern.



Th e deser t Arabs we re consi de red a ru de  an d ign or ant  p eop le  an d,
accordi ng  to Ibn Kh al dun  who wr ote  i n t he  14th  cen tur y; be fore th e
Pr op het , tot al ly un gover nab le  an d wil d. Islam i mp ose d itsel f and
wi th  it  a se mb lan ce  of  civi li sat ion. By  762 Bag hdad had b ee n
foun ded and by  813 the  Bait  ha Hikma ( House  of K nowle dg e) was
establi sh ed cr eat in g a p lace in wh ich  t o assimi late th e wealth  of
wi sdom th e Arab Emp ire  h ad in her it ed. O bse rvatori es we re 
constru ct ed ne ar Damascu s and Bagh dad and tr anslation of Gr eek ,
Sy ri ac, P ersian and Sanskri t lit er ary , sci en tif ic an d phi losop hi cal 
work s wer e avi dly  p ursue d.

Th is fl ur ry of  tr an slati on br oug ht  to t he ke n of the  Arab s the 
math emati cal  and astronomical  work s of the  Indi an s ( th e
Si ddhan tas, calle d by th e Arabs th e Si ndhin d), t he astrological 
doct rin es of  t he Babyl on ian s, Ch al deans, P er sians an d oth er s; an d
th e phi losop hi cal  work s of th e G re eks; not ab ly th e N eoplatonic
wr it ing s, th e Her me tic writ in gs an d t he  scie nti fi c wri tin gs of 
Ar istot le  wh ich t he  Ch ri sti an s assidu ou sly  avoi de d.

Th e pre ju dices of  Islam bei ng  di ff ere nt  th an  th ose of Chr istiani ty,
scie nce , phi losop hy  an d medicine  f lou ri she d under  th e Arabs an d,
du e to th eir  i deal locat ion  i n Bag hdad and Damascus th eir  t rade
gr ew ap ace. Ve ry soon  th ey  we re  more  we al thy  t han  t hey  h ad ever
dr eamed t hey  woul d be an d con troll ed a vib rant, dynami c and
comp lex  cosmop oli tan cul tur e.

Th e ide as in tr odu ce d i nt o Isl ami c socie ty gave ri se to nu me rou s
he te rodox  in te rpr et ati on s of Isl am. The ir adher en ts qu ick ly  foun d i t
ne ce ssary  to p resen t t he  “n ew “ in ter pr etati ons as e soter ic doct rin es
ci rculate d i n small , discre et  communi ti es or  not at al l. Mosle m
or th odoxy  ke pt  a wary ey e out  for het er odox opi ni ons t hat  h ad an y
pote nti al  for unseatin g the  r eli gi ous stat us qu o and e spe ci all y for 
an y resur gen ce  of  astr ol ogi cal p ol yth ei sm.

 N evert he less, in  t he ei ght h and n int h cen tu rie s numer ous
Batinee ye h ( esote ri c) movemen ts ar ose  f rom e xposu re ei the r to
Gr ee k p hi losop hical  ideas or from cr yp to- polyt he isms. Some  of 
th ese sects (e .g. t he Dr uze and Su fi s) an d oth ers who we re su rvi vals
of  olde r sects (such as the  Mandaeans, Maniche es; and Harrani an
Sabi ans) see m to have pl aye d a seminal rol e in We ste rn  Ch ri sti an 
lands at lat er  date s aft er Islamic re li gious re action sup pr essed al l
bu t the  most  orth odox vi ews i n t he  Mi d- East.



Th e Her me tic t radit ion  cont in ued u nde r the  Sabi an s, especially  i n
Harr an, wher e it was accorded re li gious tole rat ion despit e its
cl early  h eat he n, polyt he ist ic an d idolatrous ch ar act er  un ti l about
1100 AD ( for  f urt he r r eadin g in th is re fer  t o  Herm eti ca  As A nci en t
Science  an d Th e Her metic Trad it ion ). But al ready  in  t he 9th 

ce nt ury  t he He rme ti c t radit ion h ad it s adh er ent s among  Mosl ems
as well  as Sab ian s as we  wi ll  be  deal t wit h in more de tail  when 
di scussin g Abu  Ma'shar .

Influence of Hermetic Tradition

Th er e can  be  l itt le  doub t t hat t he  astr ologi cal  t radit ion  was ve ry
powe rfu ll y shaped b y t hi s He rmeti c tradi tion. We st ern  Astr ol ogy ,
as stat ed ab ove, was r e- learn ed fr om th e Arabs an d most i f not  al l
Ar ab ic astrological  wr it ers ackn owledge  th ei r deb t t o Her me s.

Th e fir st  page  of  Me ssahala's Astr olgical Hi sto ry , re con st itu te d b y
th e hi st ori an   David Pi ng ree  f rom t he Ch risti an astrologer  Ibn
Hi bi nta's work  ci te s " He rme s and othe rs" as Mash a'all ah' s sou rce
for judge men ts base d on con ju nct ions (of J up ite r and Satu rn ) and
worl d y ear t ransf er s ( i.e. In gre ss Fi gu res). Ab u Ma' sh ar re peate dly 
me nt ion s Her me s as his sour ce  for var ious astrological  te ch niq ue s.
Hi s teach er, Al ki ndi  cert ai nly  k new H ermes's works. Al- Bi ru ni al so
ci te s H er mes and th e Sab ian s in hi s Th e Boo k of In str uctio n in th e
El em ent s of th e A rt  of  A str ol ogy  ( 1029 AD). Ab u Ali  Al -Kh ay yat 
me nt ion s Her me s i n the  46th  chapte r of hi s Ju dgement  of  Nati vi ties.

Th e thr ee  an ci ent  auth or iti es th e Arabi c aut hor s most fre qu ent ly 
me nt ion  ( apart  fr om un named " Ancie nts", "Bab yloni ans,
Ch al deans, Indian s and Egyp ti ans")  ar e Her me s, Pt ole my , and
Dorothe us. ( for ful le r discussi on re fer  t o t he  ab ove art icl e Th e
Herm eti c Tra di tio n)

Wi th  fe w, if  any ex cep ti ons, the  H ermet ic astrological  te xt s are 
pr ag mat ic in  n atu re  wi th  no p hil osoph y. Of  t he th ree  auth or s
me nt ion ed, onl y P tolemy wax es th eoret ical wh ile  Dorothe us
ex pl ici tl y states t hat  h e h as  " colle ct ed th e say ing s of th e wise." 
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The Impact of Ptolemy on Astrology

Cl au diu s Ptole my was b or n i n 70 AD. H e lived an d wor ke d i n
Al ex andri a i n Egy pt  at  t hat  t ime  a Roman P rovin ce . H e was
re pu ted t o h ave h ad acce ss to th e gre at  Al ex andri ne Li brary . By the 
en d of th e 3rd  cen tur y his  Tetr abi bl os be came an au thori tat ive t ex t
on  astr ol ogy  i n t he  He ll eni st ic world.  Th is was probably  b ecause
hi s Megi ste Sy nt axi s, a wor k on ge ogr ap hy an d ast ron omy, was so
wi de ly used. By accide nt  of  h ist or y i t was th is work  wh ich was
ch osen for t ransl at ion  b y t he  Me di eval Arabs (who re fe rre d to it  as
th e Al ma gest). This e nsu re d i ts re nown in  th e Dar k Age s whe n, du e
to t he loss of  scie nce  i n t he  We st , t he  ce nt re of  astr onomy ,
cart ogr ap hy an d t rade sh ift ed to t he Islamic lands.

Th us, t he  Ar ab s h ad th e Al ma gest and th e Tetr abi bl os, wh ich 
gain ed pr est ig e b y vir tu e of the  f ame  of t he  former book. By t he  fi rst
book , th e  Ar ab s ach ieved re nown as astr onome rs. Thei r ast rolog y
was not  depe ndent  sole ly  on  t he se con d book, bu t the y kne w the 
re pu tat ion i t had e njoye d i n the  H ell en ist ic worl d and de fe rre d to it .
Si nce t he y wer e t he  most  advance d ast ronomer s and astr ologe rs of 
th ei r day , oth ers shar ed th ei r opi nions.

Jame s Holden, i n h is ex ce lle nt  tr an slati on of  Ab u Ali  Al-Kh ay yat 's
Th e Jud gemen ts of  Nati vi ties,  Temp e, 1988, on pag es 9 an d 10
poin ts ou t t hat f ol lowin g P tolemy' s wri tin g of Tetr abi bl os t he re
we re  re al ly two " tr adi ti ons" of Gr eek  Astr ol ogy : the  old "G ree k" 
astr ology  (so cal le d b ecause Gre ek  was the  l ang uage in  wh ich t he 
astr ologi cal  l ite ratur e was writ te n) of  wh ich Dorothe us's 1st  ce ntu ry 
Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum , al so calle d the  Pent ateuch b ecause it has f ive
book s, is a good ex amp le  ;  and th e P tolemai c ver sion as embodie d
in  t he Tetr abi bl os ( compr ised of  four  book s).

Holden ar gue s that, wh il e P tolemy' s Tetr abi bl os doe s n ot 
accu rat el y r ep resen t ast rol og y as it was p racti se d i n Ptole my’s own 
day, by  t he en d of the  3rd  cen tur y, Pt ol emy  h ad be came recog nised
as t he pr emi er  astr ologe r and ge og rap he r of the  classi cal  worl d. He 
th us be came, f or many (e spe ci all y in th e Ren aissance ), th e
paradig m of astrological  pr actice again st wh ich  all ot her  p racti ces
we re  to be  measur ed.



Holden, on p ag e 12 lists th e ast rolog ical te chn iq ues t hat  P tol emy
le ft  ou t of th e Tetr abi bl os as f oll ows:

i)       t he in flu en ces of t he  pl an ets i n sig ns
ii )      th e i nf lue nces of  th e plane ts in  houses
ii i)     t he  in fl uen ce s of the  mutu al  aspe cts of t he  pl an ets
iv)     t he  Ar ab ic Parts -  wh ich wer e men tione d a cent ur y b ef ore 
           P tolemy by Dorothe us
v)        use  of der ive d hou se s, house  r ule rs, and di sp osi tors – some
            of  which wer e featu res of Dorothe us's astrology.

He  also p oin ts ou t that Ptole my in trodu ced a si gn ifi cant ch ang e in
th e art  b y adopti ng  th e ver nal e qu inox as 0 deg re es Ar ies.   Mor e
th an  th is he  simp li fie d the  calcul ati on  for fin di ng th e H yl eg wh ich 
he  dire ct s t o fin d the  l eng th  of  t he li fe of  th e nat ive showin g an
important  di ff ere nce b et wee n the  P tol emaic p redictive techn iqu e
an d the  Arab ic ap pr oach. More  th an  th is th e pre ci se natur e of hi s
me th od of  pr og ressi on has h au nte d ast rolog er s f or  ce nt uri es an d
gi ve n r ise t o the  comp le x system of P ri mar y Dir ections.
 In the  Renaissan ce , man y claime d that the  " pur e Gre ek  astr ology "
had become sul lie d by th e f al se doctr in es of  th e Arabs. P ico del la
Mi randola de cl are d in hi s con demnation of astrology, f or in stance,
th at  Pt ol emy  did not k now of the  Al cocoden  Me th od of  pr edict in g
th e len gt h of lif e. Th is me th od de pen ds up on  locatin g the  " giver  of 
ye ar s" (al cocoden ), a plane t whi ch, depe nding  on i ts location and
zodi acal state  gi ve s so man y years, mon ths or day s of lif e
(det ermin ed fr om a tab le  call ed th e Years of  th e Plane ts Table ).

We  k now t oday that at le ast  some  of t he  te ch niq ue s  (i ncl uding  h e
Ar ab ic Parts – Bo na tti  o n A ra bic Pa rt s ) con de mne d by Pi co an d
ot he rs  are to be  f oun d in th e wor ks  of  Pt ole my 's pr ede ce ssor
Dorothe us . In  th is se nse, th ey ar e a l egi ti mat e par t of th e " Pr ist in e
Gr ee k Ast rol og y" af ter  all.

Th e mat te r of the  Al cocodon   Me thod is ot her wi se. The word
"kadkhudah" wh ich  t he Latin  t ran sl ators of  Arab ic astr ologi cal  work s
re ndere d alcocoden  doe s app ear  i n Pi ng ree 's tr an slati on of 
Dorothe us's Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum  ( di scu ssed be low).
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Pi ng ree  i ncludes it  i n t he  tr an slati on no doub t b ecause it is in  t he
or ig inal Arabi c t ex t h oweve r, th e que st ion  i s: Wh at is it  doin g the re 
is?    It  is u sed only  once  i n t he  te xt  it se lf an d i n an ambig uous
mann er at  th at .  Pi ng ree  does n ot se em to kn ow wh at  to do wit h i t
an d fumbl es for a p lace in th e t ex t whe re it  may be re fer re d t o (an d
in  so doi ng, e rrs, as we  wi ll  se e) . Thi s i mp ort an t b ut  st il l
cont rover sial issue  of  t he or igi n of th e Al cocoden  Me th od is
re mains u nse tt led.

It  may be  said th at  th e tru e met hod of pre di cti ng  th e len gt h of lif e is
st il l a secr et  for the  docu me nts r elati ng to th is issu e, wh ich  I have 
st udied ( see  r efe re nce s at en d of pap er ), ar e b y no me ans
un ambig uous.  Indee d, th ey ar e down r ig ht confu si ng. Yet, i f we
di sr egard th e ref er ences in  Dorothe us to t he "kadkhudah" we  may yet 
fi nd an  h elp fu l sug gesti on in  hi s Dir ection Met hod ( for a f ull er 
di scussion and de scrip ti on of  th e Met hod see :
 www.new-library.com/zoller/courses Dip loma Cou rse).

Holden corre ct ly st ate s that Ptole my was n o aut horit y on astrology.
Th er e i s no evide nce t hat h e was a pr actisin g ast rol og er. H e g ives
no case  studie s ( as we  g et wi th Ve tt ius Vale ns, as b ut  on e examp le) 
nor doe s he gi ve a compl ete  p ict ur e of the  art.  Moder n Wester n
Astr ology  as f ar as it  r est s upon Ptole mai c fou ndati on s i s thu s
ne ce ssari ly in compl ete . In fact, Dorothe us gi ve s u s mor e insig ht
in to th e real state  of  astr ol ogy  as p racti se d i n the  Classi cal  Worl d.

Dorotheus and The Carmen Astrologicum

Dorothe us of  Si don was a He ll eni ze d Ph oe nican  wr it ing  i n t he  fi rst
ce nt ury  AD. Th oug h he was n ot  Ar ab , f or  th e reasons sk etche d out 
ab ove, an  un de rst an din g of hi s ast rol og ical wor k is ne cessary if  we 
ar e to pr ope rl y app rai se  Ar ab ic Astrology.

Re fe ren ce  sh ou ld be  made  to Davi d  Pi ng ree 's tr an slati on of 
Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum   by  Dorothe us of  Si don , p ubl ished b y
Te ub ner  Ve rl agsge sel lschaft , 1976. th e fol lowin g is a exami nat ion of
th e wor k wit h a vie w t o its u se to th e pract isi ng  astr ologe r.
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Book I
Th e ope ni ng parag raph re ads l ike  as a h ermet ic tr eat ise. Dorothe us,
re pr ese nt ed as an  Egyp ti an (i n Book V , he is re pr ese nt ed as a Ki ng
of  Egyp t) , h as wr it ten  t his work  f or hi s son , H er mes.  He  h as
tr avell ed to Baby lon and to citi es in  Egyp t. He  h as colle ct ed th e b est
of  t he sayin gs of  t hei r wise men  as a b ee gathe rs hone y f rom t re es
an d plant s; for f rom i t comes th e h on ey of  me di cin e.

We  ar e tol d, ri gh t at the  star t to kn ow th e t ri pli ci tie s and t hei r
ru le rs. This f eat ur e of Arabi c Ast rol og y was passed down th rou gh 
Mash a'all ah, Abu 'Ali al -Kh ay yat  and ot her s but  was not p assed
down  to t hose who f oll owed Pt ole my .  Dorothe us says

              "I te ll you t hat e ve ryt hing which is dec ide d or in dic at ed is  fr om the
lords of the  t riplicit ie s and as  for everything of afflic tions  and distr es s
whic h r eache s the  people  of t he world and the t ot ality of men, t he lords  of
the triplicities de cide it, in an eclipse of the Sun  or t he  Moon  in  w hic h the y
in dicat e the  t hin gs  that  will happen an d for  how lon g it will be  an d of what
kind it  w ill be."

Ap ar t f rom r el yin g on th e r ul ers of t ri pli ci ty, Dorothe us al so note s
wh et her  a pl an et is an gu lar , succe den t or caden t. He  p laces a good
de al  of  i mport ance on th is as is appare nt in  Book  I ch apt er  twen ty- 
th re e i n whi ch  he  stat es

            "If you find Jupiter in a bad nativity in a cardine, it drives
away the evil for 12 years, but if it is what follows a cardine (i.e. a
succedent house), then it will obstruct the calamity until it reaches
a sign in which Jupiter indicates calamity."

He  h as si mil ar  ru le s f or  Ve nu s and th e oth er  pl an ets.

Wh et her  a nati vit y is di urn al  or  n oct ur nal  i s i mp ort an t f or 
Dorothe us, as we mi ght  e xpe ct , f or  he  dist in gui sh es be twe en 
di ur nal  and noctu rn al ru ler s of tr ipl icity . The  l ord of t he  Mi dh eaven 
is as i mp ort an t as the  l ord of t he  Asce ndant  an d the  l ord of
pr op ert y in de ter mi nin g the  e xce ll ence of fortu ne  (P tolemy cal ls th is
th e Rank of Fort une   i n  Tetr abi bl os Book IV.3).  He wants t o see 
th em an gu lar  , in  which case "the nat ive w ill pos ses s for tu ne, e min en ce,
commendat ion , prais e, an d a good live lihood."   He al so uses di sp osi tors.
Th us, i n Book I, ch apt er  twen ty- si x, on  th e mag ni tude of fortu ne 
an d prope rty , he looks at t he  lords of bot h lumin ari es an d if he 
fi nds t he m i n a b ad pl ace, te lls u s t o obser ve th e pars  fort unae ...  if  i ts
lord aspe cts i t f rom a b ad pl ace  " then  ther e is no good for t he  native." 



Dorothe us note s t he  aspe cts t o h ou ses. In Book I, ch ap ter  f our te en
wh en  di scussin g t he  Lot of the Mot her , he  te ll s u s to ob ser ve  if  t he
pl an ets V enu s and J upi te r asp ect  t he fourt h cardine . If th ey do th en 
an  i ncr ease of  good is p redicted f or th e mot her .

Th e hou se s are  used bu t ar e not  accorded th e e mp hasis th ey  re ce ive 
in  l ate r ast rolog ical pr act ice. Th us, i n Book I, chapt er twent y- seven ,
wh en  he  e xamin ing  t he posit ion of the  male fi cs. he  conclu des t hat  i f
foun d i n the  second house or asp ectin g it by  sq uare or  op posit ion
th en  th er e wil l b e a declin e in pr ope rt y and li ve lih ood.

He  u ses t he ru ler s of house s but  more  f or fi ndi ng  th e Arabi c P ar ts
th an  for the mselves, i n con tr ast  t o man y modern -day astrologer s. In 
Book  I, chap te r t we nty -seve n whe n exami nin g the  stat us of  decl in e
an d disaster  Dorothe us te ll s u s (li ne  19)

              "Look whic h is the  lord of t he  se cond, t hen  c oun t from it the s ec ond
plac e ( an d add to it t he  de gr ees  of t he  As ce ndant ) as from that plac e t he 
matt er of live lihood w ill be made cle ar er to you."

Re tr ogr ade p lanet s ar e deb il itate d and an  adve rse i ndicati on wh ile 
it  i s u nclear whi ch  sy st em of  th e Ter ms Dorothe us uses.2

At  t he be gin ni ng of  Book  I, i n chapte r 4 h e deals wi th  th e mat te r of
wh et her  t he mothe r' s p re gnancy wil l b e dif fi cul t or easy. H e t he n
di scusses wh et her  t he ch ild wi ll  be  n our ished or n ot . Pi ng ree 
re nders t his " Ju dgeme nt  conc ern in g t he  matt er of the upbringing of t he
native." bu t t hi s i s not  so much a matt er  of  e ducat ion  as t o whe th er
or  n ot th e chi ld su rvi ve s i nf ancy.

It  corr espon ds to Bonatt i's Li ber astr ono mi ae Tr actat us Deci mus,
De Na ti vit at ibu s, Di ff erent iae Pri ma et  Secu nda  in  which he de als
wi th  th e que st ion  of whe the r a chi ld wi ll be  born  al ive or be st ill 
born  (Differe nt ia Prima) or  if  t he ch ild l ive s, wh et her  i t wil l sur vive
for any  appr eciab le  ti me  (Differe nt ia Se cu nda).

Th e met hod g iven by  Dorothe us is detail ed th oug h not  as l en gth y
as t hat  g ive n by Bonat ti . Dorothe us, and th ose t hat f ol low h im,
empl oy th e r ul ers of t ri pli ci ty in  th is matt er as in  all ju dge me nts
re gardi ng  th e viabi lit y of th e n at ive .

                                                
    2 see Pi ngree's translati onn,p. 168 &  p. 234 li ne 7-8.



 St at ed as br ie fly , the  r ule rs of  t he tr ipl iciti es of  t he pr incip le ru ler s
of  l ife : Sun , Moon, Asce ndant , Rul er of  th e Ascen dan t, pars  fort unae,
Lord of  t he conju nction or pr eve nt ion  ( i.e . New or F ul l Moon) pr ior 
to b irt h, an d occasion al ly th e p lace of  Ju pi ter  and Ve nus are
st udied.  An  Almu tem3 is t ake n from the se  - th at is, a p lan et  is
se ar che d for  which has t he gr eat est n umber  of dig nit ie s i n the se 
pl aces an d i f it is not caden t, th e i ndicati ons are th at th e chi ld li ves.

Ye t, it  i s also i mp ort an t i f the  r ule rs of  t he tr ipl iciti es of  t he pl ace s
me nt ion ed ab ove are  al so not caden t. Th ey sh oul d be an gul ar . The y
can be su cce de nt. If t he y are  cade nt, t he li fe force  i s weak i n the 
nati ve. Dorothe us's me thod is r elate d t o thi s but  h as un iqu e
fe at ure s. Cu ri ously , t he  Almu tem, so ch ar act er ist ic a fe atu re  of 
Ar ab ic Astrology, i s missin g in Dorothe us' met hod.  (ag ai n t hi s i s
fu rt her  e xamin ed  www.new-library.com/zoller/books Tools an d
Te ch niq ue s  an d www.new-library.com/zoller/courses
Foun dat ion Cou rse  and Di ploma Cour se.

Dorothe us, l ik e Fi rmicu s and t he Libe r Her met is , deal s a l ot  wi th 
horoscope s i ndicati ng sl ave ry . Instit ut ion al  sl avery  i s n o lon ge r a
major f eatur e of ou r modern  worl d but  i t i s lik el y t hat t he  same 
conf igu rations st il l occur. An i nt ere st ing  study wou ld be  t o t ak e
Fi rmicu s and Dorothe us an d cor re lat e the  conf ig urati ons spok en  of 
in  t hei r wor ks to mode rn  pe op le' s lives. Thi s wou ld he lp to an swer
wh at  ex pe rie nce i n moder n l ives th ese  conf ig urati ons f ore te ll.

An ot her  f eat ur e of Dorothe us's astrology is an  al l but  t otal lack of
in te rest in th e n at ive 's psychol og y. We  do n ot fi nd ou t any thi ng 
ab ou t t he  nati ve' s int el lig en ce (or, re all y, even  hi s characte r)  un ti l
Dorothe us st ar ts de ali ng  wi th  th e pl an ets' si gn ifi cations (i n
part icu lar, Me rcu ry 's in  Book  II). In  i ts pl ace  h e e mp hasises th e
fami ly li ne, i .e. slave, base , or fre e. Al so marr iag e: if  i t i s a g ood
marr iag e and obje ct ive  p hysical ch aract eri st ics, col ou r of eye s, et c
an d objective dee ds.

Dorothe us de al s wit h t he  hour  of  b irt h. He  t ell s us th at males are
born  in  mascul ine  h our s. Th e dode camor ia of the  Moon  are al so
take n i nt o con sider ati on  as well  as t he  masculi ni ty an d f emini ni ty
of  t he si gn in  wh ich t he  Su n, Moon  an d Ascen dan t ar e fou nd.

                                                
    3 Al mutem, Almuten, Al mutes, Al mutez: transli terated from the A rabic al -
mubtazz, the victorious (planet). Cf R . R . Wri ght, The Elements of A strol ogy by al-
Bi runi, (London, 1934) p. 307.
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Fr om Book  I, chap te r t hi rte en  on  we r un  in to th e "Lots" or "Ar ab ic" 
Part s. Wh en th ese  math emati cal f ictions we re  du bb ed "Arab ic" i s
un kn own , to me  at  l east, bu t Dorothe us re li es on  th em as much  as
an y Arabi c wri ter . My gu ess woul d be th at th e mon ike r "Ar ab ic
Part s" dates f rom n o e ar lie r than the  Renaissan ce . Again, t his are
de al t wit h at len gt h i n Bo na tti  o n t he Ar ab ic Pa rts  and in  t he
pr actical  le ssons f oun d in th e Foundat ion  Cour se  and th e
Dip loma Cou rse on Medie val  Astr ol ogy .

Book II
Th is focu ses on mar riage  an d chi ldren . Ven us an d its t rip li cit y
ru le rs ar e e mp hasised. P lan et s asp ect in g V en us ar e n ex t analysed.
Th en  pl an ets i n t he  house of Ven us an d plane ts aspecti ng th em. It i s
on ly  wh en  we  g et to li ne  16 t hat  we h ear any thi ng  of  t he "sign  of
marr iage which is  t he se ven th fr om the as ce nde nt ". P lan et s asp ect in g t hi s
si gn  ar e imp or tan t.  The  ru le r of thi s sig n (=h ou se, since equ al 
houses ar e u se d) is al so ve ry  important . The  ou tcome  is dete rmine d
by  t he natur e of th is pl ane t. Th ese are  house r ul ers, as we  kn ow
th em in  t he moder n sen se .

Book  II cont ai ns ch apt er s det ail in g t he  pl an ets mutu al  aspe cts and
posi tions in  h ouses. It also det ai ls th e sig nif icance of on e p lanet  i n
th e hou se  of  anot he r.

Book III
Th is de al s wit h l on gevit y and tr eats of  th e Hyl eg  an d (su pp ose dl y)
wi th  th e Al cocoden .

Ch ap ter  On e gives a me thod that doe s not  u se th e Years of  th e
Pl an ets Tabl e so fr equ en tly  met wi th in  Me di eval Ast rolog y.
In st ead i t see ms to be  a Di re cti on al Me thod emp loyin g Obl iq ue
Asce nsi on  in  which the  Asce ndant  i s dir ect ed to t he pl an ets'
aspe cts. In th is Dorothe us pays at te nti on  to t he te rm in  wh ich t he 
aspe ct falls t o whi ch th e Ascendan t i s dir ected. If it  is t he te rm of  a
be ne fic, or if  be ne fic p lan et s are  pr esent ,  Dorothe us does not
pr edict  deat h.

At  t he be gin ni ng of  th is ch ap ter  we r ead of a " gove rnor of the
nativit y" bu t i t tur ns ou t not  t o b e a t radit ional  Almu tem b ut  Satu rn,
Mars or  J upi te r who we re  in  one of  th ei r stations seven d ay s b ef ore
or  a fter the n ati vi ty!   Lik ewi se , i f, th re e day s aft er th e b ir th a
be ne fic and th e l or d of its t erm are in  a good locat ion and aspe ct th e
Moon  wi th   a t rin e whi le  th e Moon is an gul ar  (" in  a cardine ")  " then ,
say that all of t he  Nativit y' s c on dit ion is good." Th is co nf igu ra tio n
carr ies t he force  of an Almu tem b ut  we  do n ot  fi nd an  Almu tem as in
late r Arabic t ext s.
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Ch ap ter  Two say s it de als with  t he hy le g and al cocoden . He  will 
take  th e hy le g t o be th e Sun  by  day, t he Moon by  ni gh t, th e p ar t of
fort une , the  p lace of th e con jun ct ion  or p re ven ti on {Pi ng ree 
conject ur es it  may be th e kadkhudah and pu ts it  i n squ are  b racke ts
wi th  a qu est ion mar k. It  can be cl ear ly  st at ed now t hat i t is not t he 
kadkhudah } . Dorothe us want s t he  Su n, for instance , to be  in  t he
as ce ndant  in  t he de gre es  above t he  eart h { th e f ive deg ree s above  th e
Asce ndant  Pt ol emy  ment ions?},in  t he Midhe aven, or in the  e leven th
hous e. It  shou ld not be caden t. {wh ich r ul es ou t t he  twel fth  h ouse but 
pe rmits t he ei ght h} . Shou ld the S un  be  c ade nt  in  a diur nal figu re  { he 
se ems t o den y any  h ouse bel ow th e hor izon} , an d the  Moon  t o be in
an  appr oved posit ion, the Moon c an  be  hyle g. Likew is e in a n oc tur nal
figu re, if t he  Moon  is  n ot in  an  appr oved place  but the S un  is , the  s un is 
hyle g.”

On ce  you fin d the  hyle g, if the lor d of the t er m of the  S un or  Moon  is 
cade nt, t his  hyle g is no good. I f a male fic aspect s the  hyle g, the n at ive  w ill
be  inju re d in the  period du ring which t his  male fic is gover nor  of t he 
pr or ogation or  ray.  Dorothe us want s the lor d of the t er m t o aspec t t he 
hyle g, or  the lor d of the hou se { i.e. si gn} , or  of e xaltation, or of triplicity, or
of its de can . In the abs enc e of "a witn ess " {i .e. of such an asp ectin g lor d} ,
the hyle g is any plan et  whic h aspect s  - see ms to b e t he  se nse of what
Dorothe us is sayi ng .  In  an  e xampl e h e gi ve s t he  Asce ndant  tu rn s
ou t to be  hy le g b ecause all  of t he  candidate s are  cade nt.

His system of prorogation is, again, one of directing by terms. The
example he gives has the Ascendant as hyleg. It becomes hyleg
because the Sun is in it but interestingly he does not make the Sun
itself hyleg.

Dorotheus’s system is not entirely clear.

Firstly, he does not direct a planet on the Midheaven or in an
intermediary house, but we may make the presumption that his
practice is similar to Ptolemy’s – who does do these things.

Secondly, though Dorotheus makes mention of the kadkhudah
(alcocoden) he  seems to be limiting it to the place of the New or
Full Moon before birth. The alcocoden is not presented as the
giver of years, but merely as the governor of the matter of life.



 Thirdly, the hyleg must be aspected by one of its rulers (house,
exaltation, triplicity, term and decan) but these rulers do not give
years as they do in Medieval Arabic Astrology.  In Guido
Bonatti’s 13th century Liber astronomiae, which uses earlier
Arabic astrological techniques, the planets aspecting the hyleg are
candidates for being chosen as alcocoden (if they have one or
more of the five dignities in the place of the hyleg). Should a
planet meet the criteria set forth in Bonatti’s book, it will,
depending upon the specifics of its placement, give so many years
of life.  According to Dorotheus, if the intended hyleg is not
aspected, it ought not be considered hyleg, as in later Arabic
practice.

Dorotheus’s directing of the Ascendant as hyleg is by ascensions
of the region of birth and in practice he seems to judge death on
the basis of the directed Ascendant coming to the conjunction or
aspect of a malefic unattended by any benefics. It is significant too
that he does refer to a method that calculates the number of years
(reference should be made to  Dorotheus in Carmen
Astrologicum,  David Pingree translation, London 1993, from
page 235 for further investigation of this matter.)

We re  it  n ot for t he  fact  th at  a me thod of fi ndi ng  th e len gt h of lif e by
di re cti on  is g ive n, it  woul d be natur al  to assu me  th at  some thi ng  has
be en  lost  fr om th e tex t. As i t i s, it  appe ar s t hat t he  te rm kadkhudah
has bee n added at  a late r dat e b y an Ar ab or  Pe rsian  writ er  bu t
un fortu natel y to no ef fe ct.



Book IV
Th is is on t he  Tr an sfe r of Ye ars.

Ch ap ter  On e  is on P rofecti on an d on the  i nte rp ret at ion  of t he  ru le rs
of  pr of ect ed ye ar s. Th e chapte r is long, r efl ectin g the  i mport ance the 
an ci ent s put  on t hi s t echni qu e. A good deal mor e det ai l is g ive n on
th is te ch niq ue  th an  I have se en in  ot he r t ex ts. In p ar ticul ar th e
matt er of  de li neati ng il lne sses is gone  in to in  some  detail .
Pr of ect ion i s a p owerf ul  te ch niq ue  th at  th e moder n ast rol og er wh o
wi sh es to make  accu rat e pre di cti on  mu st  mast er. Agai n, for those 
wi sh ing  t o l earn th e t echni qu e r ef ere nce may be made to th e
F ou ndati on Course  an d the  Dip loma Course in Me die val Astrology. 

On  l ine  15 of Book IV   "Vale ns"  i s q uoted. If th is is Ve tt ius Vale ns it 
is anachr oni st ic. It l ooks li ke an  in te rpolation. Th e name comes up 
ag ai n on lin e 15 of  Book  V as "Vale ns th e P hi losop her ".

Book V
Th is book  is on Qu es tions  b et ter  k nown to th e modern  p racti tione r
as H orary  Astr ology .

Th e use  of t he  th ir d p er son  p ron ou n mak es it  ap paren t that th is
Book   V  was added at a l ate r dat e by someone  ot he r t han Dorothe us

Th e ast rolog y of   the se  ch ap ter s is fairl y str ai ght -f orwar d. Th e h ou r
of  t he action is considere d, as i s t he  pl ace of the  Moon  and it s
di sp osi tor. Th e aut hor  considers what  p lan et s are  aspe cti ng  or 
conjunct the  Moon . The  h ouses ar e of li ttl e, if  any, conseq uen ce  in 
many  of  t he en tri es, t hough  t he Asce nde nt  an d the  cardine s ar e
me nt ion ed.

Ch ap ter  41 i s from Qi tr inu s the  Sadwali  and de als with  i lln ess.

Th e book ends wit h a chapte r on th e che apn ess or exp en siven ess of
th in gs bough t under  th e Nodes of  t he Moon.
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Conclusions on Dorotheus' Astrology

Dorothe us's astrology is larg ely  comp le te, l ack in g l it tle  f oun d in th e
work s of the  l ate r Arabi c ast rol og ers, save a cle ar Almu tem, Ye ars of
th e Plane ts Table  and th e al cocoden . All  ot he r dif fer en ces b ein g in
th e main   are  matt ers of e mp hasis.

It  i s wor thy  of n ot e t hat of ext an t ast rol og ical oper a, on ly Mani liu s’s
St oi c Astr ono mi ca ( ci rca 14 AD)  is olde r than the  Ca rm en
Astr olo gi cum . For whi le  le ss th an  a ce ntu ry  li es be tween  t hese two
work s, th e Astr ono mi ca i s imp racti cal, be ing  l arg el y symbol ical an d
in compl et e. Th is be in g  in  cont rast wit h the  e lab or ate  and de tai le d
Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum  whi ch pr ovi de s a p racti cal  t ool  t o t he 
astr ologe r.

 On e won de rs if  Mani liu s'  poem we re  in te nde d to be  more  th an 
sy mb oli c and i f t he re was a more ar ticul ate d and deve loped
astr ology  be hi nd it . The  fi rst h or oscop e wit h an Ascen dan t dat es
fr om on ly  4 BC accordi ng  to Ne ug ebaue r and Hoesen, Gr eek
Ho ro sco pes, Ph ilade lph ia, 1959. Accor di ng to th e same sou rce, th e
fi rst G re ek horoscope dates f rom 61 BC. Accordi ng  to van de r
Waer den , Science A wak en ing, Ox for d, 1974, t he  fi rst k nown
in di vidual's h oroscope  was back in  409 BC. Th is me an s t hat, si nce 
th e Gre ek s see m t o have given  astr ology  th e for m we have it  in 
today, an d t he y see m t o have gott en i t tog et her  cert ai nly  b y 4 BC,
th e Roman  St oi c Mani liu s, wi th hi s symbol ic constel lation based
"ast rol og y" was n ot  pr esent in g a comp le te sy ste m for  some  r eason .
Comp let e ast rolog ical sy ste ms had alr eady ex ist ed for sever al
ce nt uri es.

 Dorothe us's work wi th th ose  attr ib ute d to He rme s and Pt ol emy 's
Tetr abi bl os l ai d t he  foun dat ion u pon whi ch Ar abi c (an d possi bly 
Pe rsian ) ast rolog er s b ui lt th eir  p racti ce.

Th e absen ce of  a tr ue Almu tem ( th e most p owerf ul  pl an et in  th e
fi gu re as a wh ole ) as we ll as se ve ral  othe r poi nt s ( e.g. th e hy le gei cal
pl aces in  matt ers of l on gevit y) is of  i mport ance. Th e Almu tem is a
ch ar act er ist ic fe at ure  of l at er Ar abi c ast rolog ical wr iti ng s.



Fi rmicu s Mate rnu s in hi s Ma th esi s ( ci rca 350 AD) wri tes of t he 
“Rul er of  th e Hor oscop e”. Thi s i s the  f irst plane t t he  Moon  ap pl ies
to afte r bir th . Yet  in  t he 2nd  cen tur y, Pt ol emy , in Tetr abi bl os (Book
II I,10) advises us t o f in d a p lan et  wh ich i s the  most  p owe rf ul in  th e
hy le gei cal p laces i n cases wh ere  t he Su n and Moon  ar e not  clearl y
th e Hyl eg .  Pt ole my  does not use  t he Ar abi c wor d "Almu tem", of
cour se, t hat  be in g  ap pel lation whi ch  late r Middle  East er n wri ter s
gave  to t his p lan et . It wou ld se em th at  th e ide a of "t he ru ler  of t he 
ch ar t” evolved al on g t wo di ff ere nt  li ne s. Th e con fig ur ati on 
ap pr oach exh ib ite d in Fi rmicu s and Dorothe us be in g one  li ne  an d
Pt ol emy 's pl an et wi th th e most t estimon ies b ein g the  othe r lin e.
Pt ol emy 's be in g adopte d by th e Arabs.

Masha'allah's Work

Mash a'all ah (c740- c815)  was the  f ore most of  th e ear ly  Ar ab ic
astr ologe rs. H e wor ked i n Basra an d, toget he r wit h t he  Pe rsian 
astr ologe r al- Naub akh t, astr ologi cal ly  el ected t he ti me for t he 
foun din g of th e n ew ci ty  of  Bagh dad i n 762 b y t he  Cali ph Al -
Mansur.

For det ai led discussion of th e wor k of Masha'al lah see   \Jewi sh
Astr olo gy .] Hi s deb t to Dorothe us is e viden t. It  is of val ue to sh ow
how, as a pr el ude  t o i nvest ig ati ng  th e wor k of Ab u ' Al i Al- Kh ay yat 
an d that of Ab u Ma' shar.

Mash a'all ah's On  C onj un cti on s, Religio ns an d Peo ples, a wor k on
mu ndane  astr ol ogy  anal ysed in  th e above  ar ti cle  e xhi bi ts a numbe r
of  f eat ur es taken  f rom Dorothe us. H is use, for instance , of tr ipl icity 
ru le rs is ri gh t out  of  t he Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum . Li ke Dorothe us, h e
cl osely  atte nds t o whe th er a fig ur e i s diu rn al or  noct urn al , h an dli ng 
each  di ff ere nt ly; i n p ar ticul ar, appl yi ng noctu rn al tr ipl icity  r ule rs in 
noct urn al  fi gu res and di urn al  on es in  diur nal f ig ure s. Li ke wise, he 
emph asi se s t he  Moon  in  n oct ur nal  f igu re s and th e Sun  i n diu rnal
fi gu res.

Th e posit ion  of t he  pl an ets i n h ou ses p lay s a b ig  role  an d plane ts as
ru le rs/di sp osi tors ar e also con sider ed bu t are  of  secondary 
importance wit h r espect to posit ion -  as i n Dorothe us.



Both  Mash a'all ah an d Abu  Ma'shar  wrot e on th e G re at
Conjuncti ons and on  In gr esses of  t he Su n i nt o Ari es (call ed
"Transf er s of Years or  " Revol uti on s of Years of  t he World") . In bot h
case s, th ey se em to have  base d t he ir te ach in gs on  doct rin es
at tr ibu te d t o Her me s and pr eserved by  t he Harrani an Sabians. Abu 
Ma'shar , in fact, seems to have be en he avi ly  in fl uen ce d b y the m.
Both  me n ack nowle dg e H er mes as t he ir source for  t hese teach ing s.

Mash a'all ah' s Na ti vit ies (Arabic t itl e: Ki ta b Al ma wal id ) pu bli sh ed
as Appe ndix 3 in Pi ng ree 's Th e Ast ro logical Hi sto ry  of 
Ma sh a'a ll ah ( as  cit ed ab ove), i n as much as th e sub ject is th e same
as Dorothe us's Ca rm en Astr olo gi cum , sh ows t he paral le l
me th odologie s much cle ar er.

 In chapt er on e, Masha'allah wou ld have  us judg e the  survival of 
th e inf an t n at ive  b y l ookin g at th e r ul ers of t he  tr ip licit y of the 
Asce ndant  an d the  r ule rs of  t he lu min ar ies, new or f ul l moons. Like 
Dorothe us, h e is conce rn ed if  th ese r ul ers are caden t. Th e Almu tem
pl ay s t he  tr aditi on al role we  ex pe ct it  to p lay  i n an Arabi c wor k.

Mash a'all ah's meth od of  dete rmini ng  th e len gt h of lif e under  th e
di ff ere nt  Differe nt iae  (whi ch he  doesn't  clearl y i te mise as Bonat ti 
does) i s far  closer  to Bonatt i's meth od th an  to Dorothe us. Bu t the n,
Bonatti  r eli es on  Mash a' all ah . Lik e Dorothe us, t he  matt er or 
wh et her  t he fi gur e is di urn al  or  n oct ur nal  i s of imp or tan ce  to
Mash a'all ah eq ual ly  in  N ati vi tie s as in  mu ndane  f igu re s.

Ru le rs, di sp osi tors an d p lanet ar y p ositi on s above or  be low t he 
hori zon  are of  gr eat i mp ort an ce; so to t hei r hou se  posi tion.

Fi nally , the  Hy le g/Al cocoden  doct rin e is we ll de vel op ed by 
Mash a'all ah. H e cle arl y cit es th e Years of  t he Pl ane ts Tabl e f or 
re ck oni ng  th e len gt h of lif e of th e n at ive . Thi s techn iqu e app ar ent ly 
evol ved b etwee n Dorothe us (1st  ce ntu ry ) and Me ssa'all ah (8th 

ce nt ury ).



Abu 'Ali Al-Khayyat

Mash a'all ah's studen t, Ab u ' Al i Al- Kh ay yat  ( c.770- 835 AD) was
kn own t o those  in ti mat e wit h him as Abu  'Ali  Yahy a ib n Gh al ib or 
as Isma'il  ib n Muh ammad. He was one  of  t he le adi ng  astr ologe rs of 
hi s day . He  wrot e an In trodu cti on  to Astr ol ogy ; wor ks on  h orary 
astr ology , p ol iti cal wor ks on  forms of Gover nme nt s, a wor k ent it led
On  The Revol ut ion  o f Yea rs of  Na ti vit ies ( Solar  Retu rn s), a
scie nti fi c wor k on the  p rism, an d a wor k cal led Th e Rod  o f Gol d.
Accordi ng  to Holden, only  h is horar y work   On  Q uesti ons and Th e
Ju dgement s o f Nat iv iti es sur vive in Ar abi c. Th e lat te r was
tr an slate d i nt o t he  Lati n b y Plato of  Ti voli in  1136; and by  J ohn  of
Se vi lle  i n 1153. Holden has u se d t he  latt er.

Ab u 'Al i Al- Kh ay yat ’s Th e Jud gemen ts of  Nati vi ties, (t ran sl ate d by
Holden, as cit ed ab ove ) fol lows hi s master 's le ad ve ry  cl osely ,
th ou gh Holden holds t he op posit e opi nion. I have compare d t he 
Lati n t ex t of Mash a'all ah' s Na ti vit ies ( as foun d i n Pi ng ree ) wi th
Holden' s t ransl at ion  and found t hat , whi le  di ff ere nces do ex ist
be tween  t he two wor ks th ey ar e t he  sort  th at  on e wou ld ex pe ct
wh en  a maste r passe s on his t eachi ng to a st ude nt .

Even  acce pti ng  th at  we  only  h ave  t he fi rst  six ch apt er s of
Mash a`al lah’s work , it is st il l p ossib le  th at  we  do n ot  have  al l that
Mash a`all ah taugh t in th e p ar ts th at we  do h ave . Ancie nt au thors
di d not  always pu bl ish  e ver yt hin g the y kne w. Ab u 'Al i, th e stu de nt,
may have pub li she d mor e of hi s t eache r' s doctri ne s t han t he  te acher 
di d. Th is woul d accoun t for  t he more de tai le d and vari ed ch aract er
of  Abu 'Ali' s wor ks in  t hat  p art  which cor re sponds t o Mash a`al lah’s

Mash a`all ah' s wor k is on ly si x chapte rs long  wh il e Abu  Al i' s i s fif ty 
an d Holden takes t his as one  in di cat ion t hat Abu  'Ali 's te xt is
su pe rior. My  opin ion i s that it may i n fact be su per ior b ut  not
be cause  Abu 'Ali wr ote  some th ing  n ove l or be tte r than his t eache r.
Rath er more of  Ab u 'Al i' s wor k h as su rvive d. Comp ari son of the 
two wor ks sh ows t hat t he  fi rst si x  ch ap ter s of both works are ve ry
si mi lar . The re  ar e some dif fe ren ce s b ut  th ey  ar e not  crit ical an d
noth ing  t o h an g one 's hat on as sh owi ng  th at  Ab u 'Al i is not
copy ing  or r ep eat in g h is te acher 's doct rin es.

Th e names of  t he fi rst  f ew ch apt er s are  al most ident ical. The
di ff ere nces may i ndeed b e due  to t ran sl ati on . The  su bject s are  t he
same . The  me th ods are ident ical wi th th e same t ri pli ci ty ru ler s; th e
same  ap pr oach and t he same longe vi ty me thod.

Holden pr ese nt s t he  foll owi ng  fi ft y chapte rs:



1. Raising  of Chi ldr en .
2. H yle g (note :  t he hy le g g iven di ffe rs fr om Pt ol emy 's (as doe s
    Mash a'all ah' s) 
3. Al cocoden 
4. Addi ng  an d Sub tr act in g Years fr om th e Al cocoden 
5. Q ual it y of Min d
6. N ati vi tie s of Ki ngs
7. P rospe rit y and Adve rsity 
8. Time  of N at ive 's Good Fort une 
9. Sour ce s of Nat ive's P rospe rit y
10. Nat ive's Circumstances/1st H ou se
11. 2nd H ouse
12. 3rd H ouse/Sib li ngs
13. Numbe r of Broth ers
14. Rep ut ati on  of  t he Br oth er s
15. Mut ual F ri endsh ip or  Hatr ed of  Br ot her s
16. For tu ne of  Pare nts
17. Len gt h of Lif e of th e F at her 
18.  Le ng th of  Li fe  of  th e  Moth er
19. Hyl eg  for the  Life  of t he  Pare nts
20. Statu s of Chi ldren  and 5t h H ou se
21. Time of Ch ildre n
22. Nat ive's Slaves
23. Nat ive's Luck  with  Animal s and Catt le
24. Ill ne ss
25. Mat ri mon ial Mat ter s 7t h Hou se 
26. Par t of Marri ag e
27. Nat ive's Travel 
28. Uti li ty or  Loss of  Trip 
29. Law or Rel igi on  an d Dre ams
30. Wor k/10t h Hou se 
31. Nat ive's P lace in th e K in gdom
32. Pr osper it y and Powe r.
33. Profe ssi on 
34. Audacity  and Courage 
35. Fri en ds
36. Ene mi es 12th House 
37. Quali ty of  De at h
38. How t o Ju dg e  th e 12 Hou se s
39. Sat ur n i n its own Domicil e & t hose of Ot her  P lan et s i n Diu rn al
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
40. Jup it er in  it s own  Domi ci le & those  of  O the r Plane ts in  Di ur nal 
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es



41.  Mars in  i ts own Domici le  & th ose  of O th er Pl ane ts in  Diur nal
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
42. Sun  i n it s own  Domi ci le & those  of  O the r Plane ts in  Di ur nal 
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
43. Ven us in  i ts own Domici le  & th ose  of O th er Pl ane ts in  Diur nal
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
44. Mer cu ry in  it s own  Domi ci le & those  of  O the r Plane ts in  Di ur nal 
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
45. Moon in it s own  Domi ci le & those  of  O the r Plane ts in  Di ur nal 
     an d Noctu rnal Fig ur es
46. Lor d of th e H ou r of Bir th 
47. Plane ts in  th e Ascen dan t
48. Nor th  an d Sou th  Node s of the  Moon 
49. Eff ects or  In di cat ions of  pars  fort unae i n 12 House s
50. Rest of Acciden tal  Dign it ies and De bil it ies of   the  pars   for tun ae 

Holden su gge st s t hat t he  On  Nati vi ties of Me ssa'all ah mi ght  h ave 
be en  a 6th  cen tur y wor k that he re -work ed. In t hi s was in de ed so
th en  I sh oul d con te nd th at Ab u ' Al i r ep eat ed th e task. If  i t i s tru e
th at  th e wor k is fr om th e 6th   ce ntu ry , i t wou ld be  i nte re sti ng  to f ind
wh o the  auth or  was and what  t he fu ll hi story  of  t he work is.

Holden st ate s that Abu  ' Ali 's astr ology  is b ase d upon pre -P tol emaic
Gr ee k Ast rol og y. Th is se ems i nde ed ri gh t  however , h e passe s ove r
an y discu ssi on  of  Abu 'Ali' s lon ge vit y met hod whi ch, l ike 
Me ssa'all ah' s, is t he ne ar compl et e hy le g/al cocoden  me th od wi th
th e Years of  t he Pl ane ts Tabl e4.

Holden in si ght fu lly   pub li she d Joach im He ll er von We issen fe ls' s
1546 Pr ef ace  and le tte r to th e g re at Me lanct hon. Th e p ri nci pl es of 
de li neati on re lat ed by  J oachi m are  as g ood t oday as th ey we re in 
th e Ger man Ren aissance  and on e can  on ly  hope  th at  re aders of
Holden' s wor k wil l be moved t o e mu lat e the  olde r pract ice .

Abu Ma'shar

Th e famou s P er sian ast rolog er  Ab u Ma' sh ar (f ull  n ame : Abu 
Ma'shar  Ja'f ar ib n Muh ammad ib n `Umar  al -Balk hi)  ( 787-886 AD) i s
an  e xampl e of Her me tic i nfl ue nce  on Arabic Astr ol ogy . His work s
(wri tte n in Ar abi c)  re pr ese nt  a cu rious fu si on of  Sabi an
He rmeti ci sm, P ersian chr onology, Islam, Gr ee k Sci ence and
Me sopot amian  Astr ol ogy .

                                                
    4 S ee my arti cl e on the years of the pl anets tabl e.



He  was in str ument al  in  f ost er ing  t he ident if icati on of  th e
An te dil uvian  Islami c P rophe t Idri s wit h t he  Je wi sh Pr oph et  En och
an d the  H ell en ist ic He rmes. H e was an  e xtr emely  successfu l
pr actit ioner  of t he  astr ology  wh o trave lle d thr ou ghout  th e Mid East 
in  service t o numer ous Indi an , P er sian, Ar ab , and Eg yp tian chi ef s of
st at e.

Hi s rep ut ati on  was est ab lishe d i n the  Chri st ian  West  b y P et er of 
Ab an o i n the  13th  cen tur y in hi s Co ncili at or di ff erent iar um 
ph il oso ph oru m et pr ecipu e medi cor um  ( Di ff . 156) wer e h e quote s
th e Al -Mu dsaka ret or ( Me mor ab ili a)of  Abu Sa'i d Schadsan, a
st udent  of Abu  Ma'shar 's wh o recor ded h is te ach er 's an swe rs to
st udent s and astr ol ogi cal dee ds. Th e Mem or abi li a - wh ich  h ave 
come  to b e k nown among  scholars as "Al bu masar  in  Sa da n" du e t o
tr aditi on al corru pt ion  of b ot h men 's names, is an aly se d b y Lyn n
Th or ndi ke  in  Isis 1954 p p 22- 32.

It  will  suff ice t o say  h ere  t hat  i t i s per haps th e onl y e xampl e of a
me di eval ast rolog ical hagiogr aph y. It  p ort rays "t he maste r"  as a
ne ar ly omnisci ent  wise  man le arn ed not onl y in th e t echni qu es of 
al l branches of t he  Ar t but  also i n i ts tr aditi on al hi story  an d aware 
of  t he contr ib uti on s of his p redecessor s. He  is q uot ed in   Al bu masar 
in  Sa da n ( p.29 of  Isis art icl e)  as sayi ng  th at  he  f oll ows Me ssahala's
me th od of  pr oject in g r ay s and in  othe r locat ion s admit s t o
foll owi ng  ot he r met hods of Me ssahala (Masha' al lah ).

Ab u Ma'shar 's astr ologi cal  work s are  of t he  gr eatest imp or tan ce  for
th e history of  astr ology  an d from the  p racti cal  p oin t of vi ew. It i s
not the  p urp ose of thi s pap er , t hough , to ex ami ne  th ese b ey ond
re latin g Abu  Ma’shar ’s to t he Ar abi c tradi tion as a whole . Hi s
astr ologi cal  work s wer e widel y t ransl at ed in  th e 12th   ce ntu ry ,
wi de ly ci rcu lated i n man uscri pt, and ex ert ed a ve ry power fu l
in fl uen ce  on  t he de vel op men t of We ste rn  Astr ology , t hough , in
some  re sp ect s, Mash a'all ah is pe rh aps of e qu al impor tance .

Th e known  astr ologi cal  work s of Ab u Ma' shar are :

1. Th e Great er In tro du cti on  to  A str ol ogy 
2. Th e Flo res Astr olo gi cae
3. On  The Gr eat  C onj un cti on s a nd  On  R evo lu tio ns of  t he Wo rld 
4. On  R evo lu tio ns of  Nati vi ties
5. Th e Tho usand s



Pi ng ree  ment ions two t re ati se s b y Abu  Ma'shar on the  subject of
astr ologi cal  h ist or y: Ki ta b a l- Ul uf  and Ki ta b a l- Qi ra nat . Th e f ir st is
nu mb er fi ve   i n the  l ist  above; th e secon d may  be  t he Ar abi c tit le  for
nu mb er th ree .

Ag ai n t o sui t the  p urp ose of thi s pap er  di scussion n ee ds ex ami ne 
Ab u Ma'shar 's Th e Tho usand s as it forms t he basis of a g reat deal of
Ab u Ma'shar 's  mu ndane  astr ologi cal  t heory  an d pract ice .

Abu Ma'shar
In  th e  foll owi ng  di scussion I r efe r to David E. Pi ng ree 's Th e
Th ou san ds of  A bu Ma 'sh ar , Warb urg  Inst it ute , Lon don, 1968.

Pi ng ree  p oin ts ou t in hi s p re face that Abu  Ma'shar 's sy st em of 
ch ronol og y as set  f ort h in hi s Th ou san ds i s based up on  th e
Si ndhin d tradi tion and t her ef ore  on Indian  and Ir ani an  sour ces. His
astr ologi cal  h ist or y i s of Sassani an  or ig in.

Pi ng ree  call s it a cor ru pti on  of  t he pr ist in e He rmeti c tradi tion.
In de ed he  re gards i t a " braze n i mp ost ur e" in ten de d t o sup port th e
idea of  t he possi bi lit y of an  astr ologi cal  h ist or y and Ab u Ma'shar 's
re pu tat ion as a g re at astrologer .  Wh il e t hi s r ai ses much  l egi ti mat e
de bate wh eth er  it  i s cor rect or not i s lar ge ly ir rel evant  t o our  ce nt ral 
pu rp ose  which is to un de rst an d t he  foun dat ions of  Ab u Ma'shar 's
astr ologi cal  t heory .

Ab u Ma' sh ar bu ilds his astr ol ogi cal h istor y aroun d t he  De lu ge
wh ich h e dat es at  midn ig ht, Thur sday - Fri day, 17-18 F ebr uary 3101
BC. Thi s hap pe ns to be  t he be gin ni ng of  th e Kali  Yu ga accordi ng  to
th e Hin du s. Pi ng ree  t ell s us th at th is is no mist ak e as the  Arab s and
Pe rsian s had b ecome  fami liar, by  Abu Ma'shar 's day wit h the 
Si ddhan tas i n whi ch  th e ent ir e system of H in du ch ron ol ogy  was
cont ain ed.

Th us, Abu  Ma'shar , knowi ng th e Yu ga systems of th e H in dus,
calculate d ( Pi ng ree  u se s  "assu me s")  a gr an d con jun ct ion  of mean
pl an ets at 0 degr ee s of Ari es in  183,101 BC; 3101 BC; and i n 176,899
AD t hus showin g t hat h e is worki ng  wi th  a Gr eat  Year  of 360,000
solar y ears. This cycl e app ears in  Ismaili  sour ce s and in  t he 4th 

ce nt ury  Sanskr it Vi sh nup ur ana  ( tr anslated  by H. H. Wilson , e d.
Vasu deva Ai napur e, Bomb ay Saka 1824 (1902) 4.24,40-41; Lon don
1840; r ep rin te d 1961 Cal cut ta,  se e p ag e 391)

Ab u Ma' sh ar hi mse lf  ackn owl edges Indi an  sour ces f or hi s
ch ronol og y b ut  ar gu es th at hi s system i s b et ter  t han  t hei rs be cause :



Each  pl an et moves an i nt ege r of de gre es in  1000 y ear s in it 
Th e len gt h of the  y ear  i s 6,5; 15,32,24 or  365.259 day s and 259 day s is
eq ual t o the  mini mu m g estat ion p er iod of t he  hu man f oe tus.

He  also e mpl oy s a n umb er  of  astr ol ogi cal p er iods:

I. Tasy irat
   a. mi gh ty qisma   = 1 de gre e moves al on g t he  eq uator  i n 1000 yr s
   b . bi g qisma          = 1 degr ee  move s along th e e qu ator in 100  yr s
   c. mi ddle qisma   = 1 de gre e moves al on g t he  eq uator  i n 10   yr s
   d. smal l qisma      = 1 de gr ee moves alon g the  e quator i n 1    yr 

II.Inti ba
   a. mi gh ty in tiba   = 1  si gn moves alon g the  e quator i n 1000 yr s
   b . bi g    in tiba       = 1  sig n moves al ong  t he eq uat or  in  100  yr s
   c. mi ddle in tiba   = 1  sig n moves al ong  t he eq uat or  in  10   yr s
   d. smal l  in tiba     = 1  sign  move s along  th e equ at or in  1    yr s

III. Fardar
   a. mi gh ty fardar  = 360 solar years. Each fardar i s rul ed by  one
       si gn an d one  pl an et. The se rie s beg in s wit h Ari es an d Sat urn .
   b . bi g fardar         = 78 years. Thi s i s all ot ted t o t he  si gn s i n an 
                                     un eve n man ne r:

                                     Ar ie s      12              Le o         8       Sagit tariu s   4
                                     Taur us   11              Vi rg o     7       Capr icorn     3
                                     Ge mi ni   10             Lib ra      6       Aq uariu s     2
                                     Cancer    9              Scor pio  5        P isces           1

                                     Th e t ot al is 78.

 c. mi ddle fardar    = 75 years. Each fardar is r ule d by on e of seven 
     pl an ets or t he  two lun ar  node s i n the  orde r of th eir  e xal tations.
     Th us on e cycle  = 9 X 75 = 675 Year s. Th e order  is:

     Su n, Moon , N or th Node, J upi te r, Me rcu ry , Sat urn , Sout h
     Node, Mars, V en us.

d. smal l fardar
     Be gi n t he  at tr ibu ti on in  a di urn al  fi gu re fr om th e Sun ; i n a
     noct urn al  fi gu re fr om th e Moon i n the  f oll owing  orde r:



     Su n (10), Ve nu s ( 8) , Mer cur y (13), Moon  (9), Satu rn (11),
     Ju pi ter  ( 12) , Mar s (7) , Nor th  Node  (3), Sout h N ode ( 2) , Sun ....e tc

Pr of essor  Ke nn edy  g ive s the  b road out li nes of Abu  Ma'shar 's
astr ologi cal  t heori es in  th e Ki ta b a l- ul uf  i n his very  g ood arti cl e
en ti tle d It ha ca p ub lishe d i n St ud ies i n I sl ami c Exa ct  Sciences.
Amer ican Uni ve rsi ty  of  Beir ut , 1983.

Th e transmissi on of  astr ologi cal  t ech ni que  f rom t he Ar abs t o
Eu rope in vol ve d t he  tr an smi tt al of  both  th e Dorothe us tr aditi on 
an d the  P tol emaic t radit ion  b ut not as cle ar ly di sti nct t radit ions.
Me di eval aut hors te nde d to combi ne  both  an d did n ot re cog ni se a
di ff ere nce b et wee n the  t wo.

Bonatti , compi lin g Lat in  tr an slati ons of Arabic astr ol ogi cal t re ati se s
for inclu sion in hi s mag num opus t he Li ber astr ono mi ae, ci tes
many  au th ors. Ptole my' s opi ni ons ar e oft en  he ld in  vene ration but 
of te n are  gi ve n along si de ot her  opin ions, which see m to have
al most eq ual  weig ht .

Th ou gh th e Tetr abi bl os was tr an slate d f rom Arabic i n 1138 it  was
not widel y k nown ap art  f rom such  r efe re nce s unt il  th e Ren ai ssance
wh en  th e ori gi nal  G ree k ver si on was t ransl at ed. It was on ly  th en 
th at  we st ern  scholars di scove red t hat  t his work  l ack ed many 
fe at ure s of Ar abi c Ast rolog y and e mph asise d oth er s e it her  n ot de alt 
wi th  by  t he Ar abs or h an dle d dif fe ren tl y. Th ey concl uded th at th e
Ar ab s h ad pe rvert ed th e "pr istin e Gre ek  Astr ology " b y the  addi ti on
of  supe rstit ious pr act ices.

A di ffe re nt concl usion  coul d h ave b ee n arr ive d at bu t t he y wer e l ed
to t his p oin t of vi ew by  two factors.

Fi rstly , Gr eek  had onl y recen tly  b een  r e-i nt roduced in to It aly  and
th is re -i ntr oduct ion h ad op en ed to we st ern  scholars an  en ti re
se cu lar  and pagan  l ite ratur e con taini ng  ideas t ot all y new and
se du cti ve  to t he in tel le ctu al ly st arved we st . The se ideas r ang ed
fr om er ot ic li ter at ure , democrat ic soci ety , medical scien ce  an d
he li oce nt ricit y.



Seco ndl y,  t he Tu rks h ad conqu er ed Const an tin op le in  1453 an d
we re  at  t he gates of V ie nna i n 1529 and ag ai n i n 1683.
Cont emp or ary  Europe  (at bot h of th ese  t ime s as we ll as pr ior and
even  af te rwards) li ved i n dre ad an d h at red of n ot  ju st  th e Tur k but 
of  all Islam. As early  as t he  latt er part of  th e 15th  cen tur y, Marsili o
Fi ci no had wri tte n to Ki ng Matth ias Corvinu s of Hu ngary  ex horti ng 
hi m to st op th e advance of th e Tur k and th er eby  save  Chri st endom
(meanin g Italy , p ri mar il y).

 Th us th e decision  of wester n sch ol ars t o castig at e Arabic Astr ol ogy 
mu st  be  seen  i n t he  cont ext  of a l ong  stan di ng an ti Islamic
se nt ime nt . Th is  r el ate d to th e Cru sades, cen tur ie s of Arab pil lagin g
of  t he Eu rop ean Medite rr ane an  coasts an d t he  ve ry  re al  possibi li ty
in  t he Re nai ssance and P ost  Renaissan ce  pe ri ods of t he  total e cl ipse
of  Roman Chr istian cul tu re in  We st ern  Europe .

Th e fol lowin g is a syn op sis of Arabic Astr ol ogi cal doctri ne s. Th e
qu estion for  t he re ade r is to de ci de if  th ey  ar e indee d i nn ovati ons:

1. Arab ic Part s ( actuall y Gr eco-Egy pti an  in  orig in ).
2. P rimar y Dir ect ions  -  as wi th   Alchab it ius ( Midhe ave n  by  Righ t
   Asce nsion ; Ascen dan t by Ob liq ue  Asce nsi on ;  in ter - pl an etari es by 
   p rop or tion) .  Th is sy ste m app ears to be  a re st ati ng  of  Pt ol emy 's
   me th od.
3. Trip li cit y rul er s – as wit h Dorothe us
4. Al cocoden 
5. Almu tem
6. Secondary  P rog re ssi on s
7. P lan et ary  P eri ods  (e .g. Abu Ma'sh ar  me nt ion ed ab ove)
   n ume rous ki nds of firdaria, imnt aba an d qisma, et c.
8. Cont inu ed astr ologi cal  magi c tradi tion. Pi ng ree  b eli eves th e
    Harr ani an s may  have  in ve nte d it.
9. Arab ic Astr ology  is f atali sti c (ex ce pt th at God can  in te rve ne  an d
    san ct ifi cation can  e nab le  on e to tr ansce nd astrological  in fl uen ce .)



NOTES

The method of predicting the length of a person life needs careful
study and analysis. Those wishing to explore this field further
may wish to consult the following works.  But please note this is a
preliminary rather than being exhaustive list.

Bonatti , Gui do, Li ber astr ono mi ae, Base l 1550, tr ac tat us  de
nativit at ibu s, cap.1-6, col .672- 687.

Pt ol emy , Tetr abi bl os, tr s F. E. Robb ins, Har vard Un ive rsity  P ress,
Camb ridge , 1964. Book III, ch apt er s 8-10.

Pt ol emy , Tetr abi bl os, tr s J. M. Ashmand, Foul sham, London, 1917,
ch ap ter s 9-15.

Ab u` Ali  al-Kh ay yat , Th e Jud gm ent  o f Nat ivi ti es, tr s James H.
Holden, Amer ican Fe der at ion  of Ast rol og ers, Tempe , 1988, ch apt er s
1- 4.

John  of  Spai n (Joan nes Hi sp ale nsis) , Ep it ome to ti us astr olo gi ae,
No ri mbergae, 1548. Li ber Secu ndu s de na ti vit at ibu s, cap 1-6.

Ku sy ar ib n Labb an ib n Basahri  al-Ji li , al -Ma dk hal  fi  Si na ̀at  Ah ka m
al -Nu ju m, tr s M. Yano, Br il l, 1997, Sect ion III, chapte r 6.

Ab u' l-Ray han  Muhammad ib n Ah mad Al- Bi ru ni, Th e Boo k of
In st ructi on in  th e Elements o f t he Ar t of Astro lo gy, tr s R. Ramsay
Wr ig ht, London , 1934, pp 324-330.

Fi rmicu s Mate rnu s, An ci ent  A str ol ogy  Theo ry  an d Pra ct ice, Park
Ri dg e, Noye s, 1975, Li ber Secu ndu s, cap. 25.

Li ll y, Wi lli am, Ch ri sti an  Astr olo gy , London, , 1985, pp  525- 531.

Cole y, He nry , Cl av is Astr olo gi ae El im ata , 2n d e di tion 1676
tr an scr ib ed, Issaqua Wash in gton, 1996, p p. 529- 533.

Al cabit iu s, Isagoge, Pa ri sii s, 1521, fol.20v-24r.

Si bl y, Eb en eezer , New and  C omp lete Ou tli ne of  t he Occul t
Sciences, 1790 & 1791.
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