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INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The Bibliot he ca As trologic a was or ig inall y p ub lishe d privately
by the     auth or , F. Leigh Gardner  as  A Ca tal ogue    Ra isonn é  of
Wo rk s o n the O ccu lt  Sciences: Vo l II, A str ol ogi ca l Boo ks, 1911,
London.1 It has an i nt roduction by Dr  Wi ll iam Wynn  We st cot t and
pr ovide s the  b roade st su rve y of astrological  work s t he n availabl e.
Th is st udy t ak es Gardner ’s pu bl icati on as it s mai n gui de .

Th e book recei ved a wi de  ci rculati on among  many  seri ou s
occu lti st s. For e xampl e a cop y may  be  f oun d in th e l ib rar y of
Ge or ge Wi nsl ow Pl ummer 's Societas Ros ic ruc iana in  Amer ica 2. It  i s
ci te d, as an ot her  e xampl e, by  Marc Edmu nd Jones i n h is
Fu nd ament als o f Num ber  S ign if ica nce ( 1978) . In th e 1960's and
1970's th e b ook was of te n k nown to rare  book  de al ers specialisin g
in  t he occul t. In  i ts en tir et y i t pre se nts u s wit h a b ibl iograph y
cove rin g pri nt ed books deal in g wit h ast rol og y f rom t he  15th  to t he
19th  ce nt uri es. Whi le not compre he nsi ve , i t is ne ver th ele ss more 
th an  adeq uat e provi din g pri nt ing  and pu bli sh ing  detail s on man y
book s and gi vi ng an  over vie w to th e f ie ld.  The  e ntr ie s are  ar range d
al ph abe ti cal ly  by  auth or .  A dig it al copy of  th e 1911 ori gi nal  may be 
ob taine d by ap pli cation to th e n ew-li br ary  arch ivist 
 cont act @n ew- li brary .com.

Re cogni si ng th at Gardner 's book  was an impor tant re search t ool f or 
st udyin g the  deve lopme nt  of  19th  cent ur y ast rol og y, I have
ex tr act ed th e 19t h cen tu ry en tri es of  b ook s and a fe w alman acs and
re -arrang ed th em ch ron ol ogi cally  b y dat e of pub li cat ion, gr oup ed
accordi ng  to decade s and made  wh at  ob se rvati ons sugg ested
th emsel ve s as justi fiabl e. To have  in cl ude d the  l ist  of 19t h cen tur y
pe ri odi cals would h ave  i ncr eased t he scope  of t hi s stu dy an d was
th er efore  avoi ded. I h ave e mp hasised works on p racti cal wester n
astr ology  an d ast ronomy, st udies of ancien t ast ronomy and some 
li te rat ur e r el ati ng  to astr ome te orology. I have  not broug ht over
ever y wor k l isted on t he se su bje ct s of secon dar y rel evance, se ek ing 
to p reser ve me rel y an impre ssion istic r epr esent at ion  of such
li te rat ur e as a con tex t for  t he astrological  li te rat ur e p roper . For 
in st ance, I have not l isted all th e wor ks Gardn er  li st s dealin g wit h
In di an astrology, t hou gh  I have most of  th em. Thi s l it tle  study in no
way sup er sedes Gardner 's su rvey.

                                                
    1 In 1977 vol II, A strol ogi cal B ooks, w as re-publ ished by S ymbol s and Si gns,
North H ol lyw ood, California. I have used the 1977 edition.
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On e drawb ack  of t hi s stu dy is th at  I have not see n all  th e books
li st ed. I have  se en  many  of  t hem h owe ve r, an d i nt end t o u se  th is
st udy as a g ui de to fu rt her  r ese ar ch.

A word on  wh y I h ave e ng age d in th is pr oje ct  may be in  or de r. Ju st
as t he 20th ce ntu ry  foll ows t he 19th ce ntu ry , so "Ne w Age "
astr ology  foll ows t he 19th ce ntu ry  re vi val  of ast rol og ical stu di es3. It 
is valu ab le to kn ow wh at  was avail abl e for  study and who was
st udyin g what in th e 19t h cen tur y in or der  t o u nderstand wh y 20t h
ce nt ury  astr ol ogy  went  i n t he  di re cti on  it  went  ( i.e . towar ds
psychol og y and non- pre di cti ve , symbol ic, myt hol og ical emp hasis).
More  th an  th is, i t is cl ear  f rom t he st udy  of ast rol og y I h ave 
pu rsued f or more th an 25 ye ar s, now, th at th e ast rol og y of the  l ast 
qu ar ter  of t he  19th  ce nt ury  sets t he tone for t he  astr ology  of  t he 20th
ce nt ury . The  astr ol ogy  of t he  en d of th e 19t h cen tur y the re for e
be comes i mport ant  t o u nderstand as ex er tin g a f or mat ive or
di re cti ve  in fl uen ce  over  th e cur re nt ce ntu ry 's astrology.

Ye t a q ue sti on  ar ises in  th is me di tat ion: "Wher e did t he astrologer s
of  t he later  19th  cent ur y g et  th ei r e ar ly astrological  tr ai nin g?" " Di d
th e lat e 19t h cen tu ry astrologer s spr in g f ul l b lown fr om th e b row of
Ze us?" Th e l og ical answe r, wh ich  i s, as it  t urn s out  t he ri ght  answer ,
is t hat  t hey  stood upon the  shou lders of t he ir pr ede ce ssors. N ow
th e pre se nt mi ni- st udy  seems to in dicat e i n a g en eral sen se  wh o
th ese p re decessor s wer e; th at  th ey  we re  fe w in nu mbe r; an d that,
cont rar y to my  pr eviou s opi ni on, t her e exi st ed th rou gh out  t he 19th
ce nt ury , an astrological  tr aditi on  in  Engl an d l in kin g the  18th 
ce nt ury  t o t he  20th .

Th is En gl ish  astr ol ogi cal t radit ion was in  a st at e of decli ne fr om th e
1700's un til  t he en d of the  19th  cent ur y, bu t i t sur vi ved. From the 
ei gh th de cade of th e 19t h cen tur y int o the  20th  astr ol ogy  h ad a re- 
bi rt h of a sor t, bu t t he  ki nd of  astr ol ogy  p racti sed was somewhat
al te red. Gardner 's sur vey , app raise d thoug htf ul ly an d
ch ronol og icall y, se ems t o show a mutati on of  th e Eng li sh
astr ologi cal  t radit ion  t owards t he  last  qu ar ter  of t he  19th  ce nt ury  as
We st ern  r evi si oni st  in fl uen ce s, su ch as He li oce nt ric astr ol ogy ,
join ed or ie ntali zin g i nf lue nces th en comin g int o vog ue  as a re su lt of 
al most a cen tu ry of  academi c stu dy  of  orie nt al
astr onomy /astr ology  an d as a resul t of the  i nfl ue nce  of t he 
Th eosop hi cial Societ y. Pr ior t o the  1870's al l Eng li sh sp eak in g
astr ologe rs pr act ised a tradi tional ast rol og y, de rivin g f rom
                                                
    3 The late ni neteenth century revival of astrology was part of the so-cal led



Me di eval Pract ice  b ut havin g bee n rep eatedly  "r ef ormed" dur ing 
th e 16t h to 18th ce ntu ri es so th at , b y the  t ime  we g et  to t he early 
19th  ce nt ury , much of th e val uab le  th eory an d p racti ce  of  Medi eval
Astr ology  had bee n eit he r l ost or thorough ly  mi su nde rstood.4

Foll owi ng  th e 1870' s, th e above me nti on ed in novat ion , ref or mat ion
an d or ie ntali zin g resul t i n a p le thora of  t ech ni que s, th eorie s and
usag e aff ect in g b ot h p op -astr ology  an d profe ssi on al astrology so
th at  fe w if an y ast rol og ers f oll ow th e tru ly  Tr aditi on al Astrology of 
th e pre -1870 p eri od, l et  al on e t he  Me di eval Usage .

Th e ful l eff ect of the  p ost  1870 chan ge  does not show up ve ry
di st inctl y i n the  chronolog icall y arr an ged 19th  cent ur y e nt rie s of
Gardner 's sur vey  b ecause t he  fu ll  ef fe ct of  th is re -dire ct ion  of t he 
astr ologi cal  t radit ion  i s n ot  se en  un ti l t he  20th  ce nt ury  when  i nte re st
in  O rie nt al Astr ologi es ( Ch ine se , Indian  and Ti bet an ) e ve n mor e
dr amati cally  p rol if erate d and mode rni sm wi th  it s idolatry  f or
in novat ion e ve n mor e p owerf ul ly in flu en ced t he astrological  fi el d.
None the le ss, we can  se e a shi ft take pl ace  i n t he  last  30 y ear s of th e
19th  ce nt ury  which ope ns th e door to ch ang es in  t he 20th ce ntu ry .

Gardner 's su rvey al so does not all ow us to see th e i mp act  of
psychol og y u pon ast rol og y-- large ly  be cause , once again , t hat
in fl uen ce  was pri maril y a 20t h cen tur y aff ai r-- not a 19th  cent ur y
on e. As we shall se e, th e 19t h cen tur y ast rolog er s wer e i nt ere st ed in 
fort une  t ell in g ( i.e. pr edi ct ion ), astr omy th ology , me di cal  astr ol ogy 
an d in pr omoti ng a mor e lib er al pu bli c att it ude  t owards ast rol og y.

St udy of Gardner 's sur vey  seems to in dicat e, as I se e i t, th at 
notwith st andin g t he  body -bl ow gi ve n t o all  t he occul t sci en ces b y
19th  ce nt ury  mate ri ali st ic scien ce ; e sp eci al ly by  Darwin' s the or y of
evol uti on  in  t he se ven th  de cade of  th e cen tu ry, i nte re st in  astr ology 
cont inu ed to wide n in th e second h alf  of t he  19th  ce nt ury . If  t he
nu mb er of  book s p ub lishe d i n the  19th  cent ur y on ast rolog y,
vi ewed de cade by de cade are  any me asu re  of  t he su bje ct 's
popu lar it y, th en re vie w of Table  O ne towar ds th e end of t hi s stu dy
wi ll  re ve al th at th e l ast t hr ee de cades of  t he 19th ce ntu ry  saw a
st eady ri se in  th e numbe r of wor ks re porte d by Gardn er  de sp ite  a
dr astic dip in  su ch  pu bl icati ons i n t he  se ve nth  decade .

                                                
    4 I allude to the di sti nction of di urnal  vs nocturnal  births, the proper calculation of
the Part of Fortune, the use of numerous predicti ve techniques (eg profections,
di recti ng by triplicity, fi rdari a, etc), the use of al mutens of houses and the Al mutem



THE STUDY PROPER

First decade of 1800

For this period Gardner lists seven works.

The general trend is for the publication of scholarly studies of
Oriental Astronomy. The origin of the Hindu and Arabian
Zodiacs, the Hindu chronology and the mathematics of the
Hindus received attention. Such studies as these are only
indirectly relevant to Judicial Astrology, they pertain more to
historical research into comparative science and to the West's
attempt to assimilate the wisdom of the East. It should also be
mentioned that academic studies such as these contributed to the
development of 19th century theories of Astromythology, the
theory that the major religions of the world were no more than
symbolic representations of astronomical phenomena.

Th e seven  work s l isted:

A Few Tho ugh ts on  A str ol ogy  occasio ned by a l at e aff air  near  t he
Ho ll ywell  Mo unt, Shor edi tch, addressed to  the learned in the
Law by an inhabit ant o f that Par ish. An  8vo pamph le t p ub lishe d
in  London , cir ca 1800. Author Unknown.

Barr ett  ( Joh n)  An  Enqu ir y i nt o t he Or igin of  th e Con st ell at ion s tha t
co mp ose t he Zo dia c, an d the u ses t hey  w ere i ntend ed to  pr om ote.
Du bl in, 1800.

Be nt ley  ( Joh n)  Rema rks u pon  t he pr incip le Ær as an d dat es of  t he
An ci ent  Hind us--  vide  " Asiatick Research es," Vol V  London  1801.

Be nt ley  ( Joh n)  On  t he An tiq ui ty of  th e Su ry a Si dd han ta  an d the
fo rm ati on  of  t he astro no mical  cy cl es th erein  co nt ain ed -- vide 
"Asiatick Research es," Vol V I, London 1801.

Cole brook  (H . T.)  On  t he In dia n and  Ar ab ian   Div ision s of th e
Zo di ac. vide  " Asiatick Research es," Vol IX. London 1801.

Or ge r ( Th omas)  Th e Nat iv ity  o f Nap oleon  Bo na par te, Emp ero r of
al l the F ren ch , cal cul at ed by  a pr of essor . Hi gh Wy combe , 1805.



Du pu is (C. F .)  Memo ire Expl ica ti f d u Zo di acq ue Ch ro nol ogiqu e et
My th olo gi que; ou vr age co nt ena nt  le Tabl ea u co mp ara ti f des
Ma isons d e l a Lu ne ch ez les di ff érent s Peup les d e l'Or ien t, et c.,
Paris, 1806.

If  t he ti tle s are  any in dicat ion , onl y two b ook s deal wit h pre di cti on 
to any re al ex ten t: Or ge r ( Th omas)  Th e Nat iv ity  o f Nap oleon 
Bo na par te, Emp ero r of al l t he Fr en ch, calcul ated by a pro fesso r.
Hi gh  Wy combe , 1805; an d Park ins ( Joh n)  Th e Uni versa l Fo rt une
Tell er, London 1810. (wh ich str ict ly  sp eakin g fal ls un de r t he  ne xt 
de cade) . The  l att er  of  t hese see ms to b e mer ely  p opu lar p ab ulu m.

The Second Decade

Gardner  l ist s ten  work s dur in g t hi s p er iod.

Du ri ng th e second decade  of  t he 19th ce ntu ry  we  see a numbe r of
se ri ous work s on Ju dicial Ast rol og y p ub lishe d:

Coop er (J ohn ) translat ion of Pl acidu s de Ti ti s Pr im um Mo bil e,
London, 1814

Si bl y ( Dr  E.) A New a nd  Co mp let e Ill ustra ti on of  th e Cel estia l
Science o f A st rol ogy, London 1817 (Th is mu st  have  be en  a re -
pu bl icati on as Si bl y's work  was done at  th e end of t he  pr ecedi ng 
ce nt ury )

Wi lson (J ame s)  A New a nd  Co mp let e Dicti ona ry  of  A str ol ogy ,
London, 1819

an d a F re nch  work , Al bu mazzar de Carp ent er i ( ps eu d.)  La  clef  d'or 
ou  l'astro lo gie fo rt uné devi n, co nt ena nt  un e li st e général  d e to us les
ar ts, so nges et  vi si ons n oct ur nes, av ec le n om des ch oses et  les
nu méros à  qu i el les se ra pp ort ment po ur s'en  serv ir au x ti ra ges d e l a
lo terie d e F ra nce. Avig non , 1820  (f or  th e pur poses of t hi s stu dy it  is
in cl ude d in th e second decade  bu t str ictly  speaki ng sh oul d be
coun ted i n t he  th ir d decade ).

Th ese b ooks in dicat e t hat J udici al  Astr ology  had its devote es an d
pr actit ioner s in th e second decade  of  t he 19th ce ntu ry . F ur the r to
th is Popu lar  astr ol ogy  i s e vi den ce d b y Mo or e's A lma na c I mp rov ed ,
or  Will 's Fa rm er an d C ou ntr ym an's Cal en dar  f or 1811, London.
Wh il e En gl ish  Ph ysiti an  an d Com pl ete Herb al , w it h a pp end ix,
fo rm ing a  co mp let e fam il y di sp ensat ory  a nd na tur al  sy st em of 
ph ysic; an  astr olo gi cal  h erb al  wi th  no tes b y Dr E. Si bl y. 15th ed 



in te rest in th e l in k b et wee n 19t h cen tu ry astrological  pr actice and
th e pract ice  of alt ern at ive  h eal in g t radit ions in  En gl and i n t he  earl y
19th  ce nt ury . The  appe ar ance of Be aumon t ( G.) Fi xed S ta rs, o r a n
An al yza ti on a nd  Refu tat io n o f Ast ro logy; th e pri ncipl es of  t his
science b ein g pla in ly la id op en, a nd th eir  a bsu rd ity  a nd wi ckedn ess
cl ea rly  d emo nstra ted, et c Leeds, 1803, London 1814, su gg est s that
Ju di cial Ast rolog y was p opu lar e nough  t o justif y a l it erary 
condemn at ion  of i t and, comin g as Be au mon t' s b ook doe s, on  th e
he el s of a n umber  of academic work s on the  O rie nt al Zodiac and i ts
or ig ins, sug ge sts t hat  Beau mont (and possi bl y some f action of
in te lli ge ntsia to which he be lon ge d) th oug ht  it  n ece ssary  t o ste m a
ri si ng in ter est i n ast rolog y. I do not know if Be aumon t was a
re li gious man or a rat ional ist, bu t i t looks ve ry  mu ch  as t hou gh 
th er e wer e ast rol og ers i n Eng lan d dur in g t he  fi rst t wo de cades of
th e cen tu ry an d t he ir nu mbe r was g rowin g.

Th e app earan ce  of  Duke s (Th omas)  A Co mpl et e S ystem  o f
In st ructi on fo r t he use of th e Pl an isp here. London 1820 indicate s
th at  th er e was an  i nte re st (p rob ab ly small ) in th e mor e r econdit e
math emati cal  p rob le ms of  pr actical  Ju di cial Ast rolog y as th e
Pl an isp he re was used by  astr ol oge rs for the  g rap hi c cal cul at ion  of
Pr imary  Dire ct ion s. At  t he same ti me we  se e evi de nce  of academic
in te rest in cale ndr ics and ch ronol og y, two sub jects tang ent ially 
re lated t o ast rol og y.

I su spe ct  th at  th e fir st  de cade of  th e 19t h cen tu ry was n ot  de fi cie nt 
in  astr ol ogi cal p racti ti one rs be cause  a nu mb er of  work s, su ch as
Si bl y's ori gin al  ef fort on  th e New and  C omp lete Ou tli ne of  t he
Occu lt Scien ces, (whi ch I have not  l ist ed) wer e wri tte n on th e
su bject  of J udici al  Astr ology  in  t he last de cade of th e 18t h cen tur y.
Th e see mi ng ab sen ce  of  b ook s on th e sub ject dur in g t he  fi rst decade 
of  t he ce ntu ry  cann ot be  take n t o indicate  an  abse nce of int er est  on
th e par t of th e p ub lic n or a tot al  lack  of  p racti tione rs.

Th e kin d of works p ubl ished i n t he  se cond de cade of th e cen tur y in
En gl and sugg ests th at th ere  were  t wo astrological  st re ams at wor k:
1)  a popu lar  astr ol ogy  e xempl ifi ed by  Park ins ( Joh n)  Th e Uni versa l
Fo rt une Tell er , London 1810; an d Park ins ( Joh n)  of  Litt le  Gone rly ,
Li ncoln sh ire . Th e Boo k of Mi racles, or  Celesti al  Mu seum; b ein g an
en terta in ing t rea ti se...on Lo ve, Law, Trad e, an d Phy si c, wi th th e
Ba nk  of  Heav en , etc., London  1817. 2) a more se rious astr ologi cal 
st re am ex emp li fie d by Wi lson (Jame s) A New a nd  Co mp let e
Di ct ion ar y o f Ast ro logy, London, 1819; Cooper 's tr an slati on of 
Pl acidu s'  Pr im um Mo bil e; an d Duk es (Thomas) A Co mpl et e S ystem 
of  I nst ru cti on  fo r the u se of  th e Pl an isp here. London, 1820. The 



astr ology  th an  is l ike ly  to b e arr ive d at in  le ss th an  10 y ear s of
st udy. Th is su gge st s t o me th at th ose  who parti ci pat ed in  t he
se cond st ream had b een  at ast rol og y sin ce th e e nd of  t he 18th
ce nt ury  and re pre se nt de dicat ed sp iri ts.

It  also speaks loudly of  a conti nu ity  of t he  astr ologi cal  t radit ion  of
th e 18t h cen tu ry in to th e 19t h, al thoug h, pe rusal  of  Si bl y's A New
an d Com pl ete O utl in e o f the O ccu lt  Sciences ( 1790, 1791) and of
Wi lson' s remar ks in  hi s Di ct ion ar y con fir m the  i mpr ession that the 
18th  ce nt ury  astr ol oge r' s g rasp of  th e tradi tional p racti ce  of  h is ar t
was onl y a l it tle  l ess degr aded th an hi s 19t h cen tur y col le agu e' s.
Th e sli de  had alr eady be en going  on sin ce th e 17t h cen tur y; in de ed
on e cou ld say, si nce t he  Re naissan ce.

Third Decade

Th e thi rd de cade of  th e 19t h cen tu ry ex hib it s a b lossomin g in th e
pop- ast rolog y fie ld wi th  th e arr ival on  th e sce ne  of  t he fi rst  Raph ae l,
th e fir st  Zadk iel  and John Varl ey' s wor k on Astrological 
Ph ysiog nomy. At t he  same  ti me  th e acade mic i nte re st in  cale ndr ics
an d ast ronomy wan ed an d was r epl aced by  an  au todidact i nt ere st 
in  Egyp ti an an tiq ui tie s no doubt  r elate d t o Ch ampol li on' s
tr an slati on of  th e Rose tta St on e ( 1821) .

Gardner  l ist s nin e wor ks for thi s per iod.

Du ke s ( Th omas)  A Co mpl et e S ystem  o f I nstru ct ion  f or th e u se of 
th e Pl an isp here. London, 1820.

{Coh en (F ran ci s)}  afte rwards Sir  F ran ci s Palg rave Astr olo gy  an d
Al ch emy . Th is ar ticle  ap pe are d in "The Qu art er ly Re vie w"  for
October , 1821, p. 180.

Dr ummon d (W.) Memo ir on  th e Ant iq uit y of th e Zod iacs of Esneh
an d Dend era . London. 1821.

Raph ael  The Astr olo ger o f the Nineteent h Cen tu ry & etc. London,
1825

Be nt ley  ( Joh n)  A Hi sto ri cal  View  o f t he Hi nd u A st ron om y, fr om th e
ea rl iest daw n of th at scien ce in  I ndi a to th e Presen t Tim e, in  t wo
pa rt s: (i)  A nci en t A st ron om y; (i i) Mo der n Ast ro nom y. London 1825.

Th e Spi ri t o f Par tr idge, or  t he astro lo ger 's po ck et co mpa ni on an d
General  Maga zi ne. London 1824 -1825.



Raph ael   A Ma nuel of Astro lo gy, London 1828.

Varl ey (J ohn ) A Tr eat ise o n Zod ia cal  Physio gno my , London, 1828.5

Zadk iel  ( pseu d. {R. J . Mor ri son })  Hera ld of  Astr olo gy  fo r 1830 1829,
London.

Fourth Decade

Gardner  l ist s seven  work s dur ing  t his p eri od.

Th e fou rt h decade  of t he  19th  ce nt ury  saw th e mat uri ng  of  t he
astr ologi cal  and astronomical  un de rst an din g of th e p op -astr ologe rs.
Th e pub li cat ion of Ox le y ( Th omas)  Th e Cel estia l Pl an isp heres, or
astr ono mi cal  char ts in  I V p ar ts, i llu st rat ed  by  t he na ti vit ies o f the
Em peror  Napo leon an d K in g Wil lia m IV. Li ver pool, 1830 and hi s A
Su pp lem en t, or  on ly  tr ue key to th e u se an d con st ructi on of  th e
celesti al  pl an isp heres, for  w ork in g na ti vit ies a nd  reso lvi ng
astr ono mi cal  p rob lems by  th e sca le an d com pa sses. Lon don  1833;
Hack et (J . T.)  Th e Stu dent's Assistan t in Astro no my an d A st rol ogy
London, 1836; and { Park es (Davi d) }  Eb n Sh emaya, Th e Sta r; bein g
a co mpl et e system  o f t heoreti cal  a nd pr act ical astro lo gy,
co nt ain in g r ul es an d a st ron om ica l dia gr ams f or fi ndi ng th e right 
ascensi on s, et c., 8vo, London 1839 show, I th ink , that some of th e
pr ecedi ng  de cade' s pop -astr ol oge rs ar e devel opi ng  to t he point 
wh er e t he y are  wi ll ing  t o t ak e on mor e advan ced math emati cal
te ch niq ue s f or  pr edict in g.

At  t he same ti me, t he pop-ast rol og y of the  p receding  decade 
cont inu ed in  t he works of such as In tr odu ct ion  t o A st rol ogy b y Wm 
Li ll y b y Zadk iel  { Mor ri son  ( R. J.)}, London  1835; and we  see a
cont inu ed op posit ion t o ast rolog y evi de nce d in Moody  ( T. H.) A
Co mp let e Ref ut ati on  of  A str ol ogy , con si sti ng pr in cipal ly of  a series
of  l ett er s w hi ch ap pea red i n the "Chelt enh am  Ch ro nical ," in  repl y
to  t he ar gum en ts of  Li eu t. Mo rri so n a nd  ot hers et c. Che lte nh am,
1838.

Th e acade mic p ubl icati on  of  He rmipp us, In certi  au ct ori s ch ri sti an i
di al ogu s (qu ar to secu lo scri ptu s)  ti tu lum  ha bens Herm ipp us, seu de
Astr olo gi a Li br i d uo  gr aecae: ex ap ograp ho  co di cis va ti can i, qu od 
in ter Li br os Ma nu scr ip tos fa br ici an os exta t i n Bib . Un iv ersit .
Ha un ien si s nu nc pr im um ed id it O . D. Bl och .  Ha un iae, Br um mer ,
                                                
    5 A n interesting account of Varl ey' s place in 19th century astrol ogy i s given by
Patrick C urry in hi s A Confusi on of Prophets,  C oll ins &  B row n, London, 1992,



1830 may be re gar de d as havin g l imite d int er est  and al most no
impact up on th e ast rol og ers or t he  academi cs of  t he day6.

Fifth Decade

Gardner  l ist s five wor ks du ri ng th is pe riod.

Th e decade ope ns wi th Bare ste  ( Eu gè ne)  No st rad am us: ( i)  S on Vi e,
(i i)  Hi st oir e des Ora cl es, ( iii ) Les Cen tu ries, (i v)  Expl ica ti on des
Qu at rai ns Pr op het iq ues Pari s 1840. App are nt ly Nost radamus was
be gi nni ng  to b ecome  in te resti ng at  ab ou t t hi s t ime. Was t he re a
poli tical  re ason7?

Te ch nical  astr ology  was rep re sen te d by : Si mmoni te  (W.J .) Th e
Celesti al  Ph il oso ph er or  th e com pl ete ar ca na of  astr al ph ilo so phy :
bein g genethl io logy sim pl ifi ed , o r the d oct ri ne of  na ti vit ies.
London, 1844; and Ox le y ( Th omas)  Th e Gem  o f t he Astr al Scien ces,
or  t he ma thema tics of celesti al ph ilo so phy , wit h imp ro ved 
fo rm ula e and  a ll th e r ul es of  ca lcula ti ons u sed  t her ei n ...and  f our 
co pp er pl ates wit h amp le in st ructi ons, ill ustra ti ng th e u se an d
co nstru ct ion  o f t he celesti al  pl an isp heres, etc., Lon don  1848.

Pop- ast rolog y was r epr esent ed by : Th e Unseen Wor ld:
Co mm uni ca tio ns wi th  it , Rea l or Im agi na ry; i ncl ud ing
ap pa rit io ns,w ar nin gs, h au nted pla ces, pr oph esies, aer ia l v ision s,
astr olo gy , etc Lon don  1847;  {Cross (Will iam Sharp) } Reasons f or a
Beli ef in  Ju di cia l Ast ro logy, co mp risin g som e a dv ice t o stu den ts
an d rem ar ks on  th e dan gerou s cha ra cter of po pish pr iestcra ft; a lso 
a wo rd or  tw o upo n ast ro logical bo oks a nd di recti ons, in an 
ap pendi x. London 1849; Za dk iel 's A st ron om ica l Ep hemer id es f or 
1849-1859 Lon don . Str an gel y, both  astr ology 's de tract ors and th e
academi cs ar e sil en t dur ing  t his decade .

Sixth Decade

Th er e are  12 work s liste d dur ing  t his p eri od.

                                                
    6 B ut it may have had an impact a bit later. Hermippus is cited in Bl avatsky's
Isis Unveiled (1877) as appearing i n vol II, p. 141. I have seen the Theosophical 
University P ress editi on of 1976 but am unable to locate the citati on.

    7 In the 19th century, French pol itics and the occult met in Messianism. See



He rmes (pseu d.)  Th e Ast ro loger 's Va de-Mecum, o r a  comp lete
sy st em of  pr ognosti cat io n f ro m t he in fl uen ce of  t he st ars. Lee ds,
1851.

Holdswort h ( Israe l)  Wh it e's Ep hemer es f ro m 1801 t o 1850. Lon don ,
1852.

Holdswort h ( Israe l)  A Perpetu al Ta ble o f Hou ses f or Leeds ( la t 530

48')  wh ich can  be u sed  i n m ost cases wi tho ut  sensibl e err or  fo r the
wh ol e o f Lan ca shi re an d Yor kshir e; al so  a perpetu al Ta ble f or th e
Eq ua tio n of Ti me. 1852.

Ch as Wy ll ys El liott ,  My st eri es, o r gli mp ses o f t he su perna tu ral :
co nt ain in g a ccoun ts of  S alem Wit ch cra ft , The Co ck -La w Gho st , t he
Ro ch est er  Ra pp ings, th e St ra tfo rd  My st eri es, O ra cles, Astr olo gy ,
Dr ea ms, Demo ns an d Gho st s.,  H arp er  an d Row, New York  18528.

Morl ey (H enr y)  Ca rd ano : His Life, Lon don  1854.

Roback (Dr C. W.)  Th e Mysteries of Astro lo gy: London and Bost on ,
1854.

{Cook e ( Ch ristophe r) } A Pl ea fo r Ura nia : bei ng a Po pul ar  Sk et ch of 
Celesti al  Ph il oso ph y, wi th Ob ser va tio ns on  t he Im po licy of th e
La w whi ch  is supp osed to  pr oh ibi t the p racti ce of  Astr al Scien ce in 
th e present age. London 1854.

Ol d Mo or e's Al ma nack  for t he  ye ar s 1855-1861 Lon don .

Calvary  O ffi ce r ( A.) Astr olo gy  as i t i s, no t as it  ha s been
repr esent ed. A  co mp end iu m, wi th co nci se ru les a nd  in st ructi ons, by
wh ich a ny  person ma y cast h is na ti vit y, an d so ascer ta in wh eth er 
Astr olo gy  is o r i s no t ent it led  t o a  f air  consid era ti on, etc. Lon don ,
1856.

Haly  Habe nrage l, A tr ansla tio n of hi s Pro gno st ica ti on fr om th e
Ar ab ic in to Fr ench is fo und  i n Recu eil  d e Po ésies Fr an çoi ses des XV
et  X VI. Si ecles, etc., pa r An at ole d e Mo nt aiglo n. To me VI  (p p 5-46),
Pari s 1857.

Morr ison (R.J.) Th e Sol ar  Sy st em as it  i s a nd  no t as it  is
repr esent ed; w her ei n i s sh ew n f or  th e fir st  ti me, t he Tr ue Pr op er
Mo ti on of  th e Sun  t hro ugh spa ce, a lso  t hat  t he ea rth , pla nets, etc
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mo ve wi th  th e Sun  i n cy cl oid al  cur ves, and  t hat  t he do ctr in e o f
el li pti ca l o rb its i s f al se, etc., Lon don  1857.

Li ndsey  ( James Bowman)  Th e Ch ro no- Astro la be; cont ai nin g a f ul l
set of astro no mic t abl es, w it h r ul es an d exa mpl es fo r the
ca lcula ti on of  ecli pses and  o ther cel estia l pheno men a; co nn ect ed 
wi th  th ese, th e d at es of  an ci ent  even ts ar e exa ct ly deter mi ned , and 
th e aut henti ci ty of  Hebr ew, Greek, Ro ma n a nd  Ch in ese Writ in gs is
demo nst ra ted , 8vo. Du ndee 1858.

Th er e are  far mor e books on  astr ol ogy  duri ng  th is de cade th an up 
to n ow. N otabl e are  two ple as for ast rolog y: {Cook e ( Ch ristophe r) }
A Pl ea fo r Ura nia : bei ng a Po pul ar  Sk et ch of  Celesti al  Ph il oso ph y,
wi th  Ob serva ti ons o n t he Im po licy of th e Law  wh ich i s sup po sed 
to  p roh ib it th e p ra cti ce of  A str al  Science i n t he pr esent  a ge. Lon don 
1854; and Calvary  O ffi ce r ( A.) Astr olo gy  as i t i s, no t as it  ha s been
repr esent ed. A  co mp end iu m, wi th co nci se ru les a nd  in st ructi ons, by
wh ich a ny  person ma y cast h is na ti vit y, an d so ascer ta in wh eth er 
Astr olo gy  is o r i s no t ent it led  t o a  f air  consid era ti on, etc. London
1856. Thi s sug gests th at  th er e was su ff ici en t p op ular sup port for
astr ology  to e ncour age  i ts advocat es to call  for a r econsiderati on of 
th e laws again st it .

Notably , the re  ar e no de clamations ag ai nst  astr ol ogy  i n t he  de cade.
An d techn ical ast rolog y, hi st ori cal wor k r el evant  to astr ol ogy  and
pop- ast rolog y are  all re pre se nte d.

Seventh Decade

Gardner  l ist s 3 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.

Cook e ( Ch ristophe r)  Astr olo gy  in  a  Nu t Shell , London 1862.

Pe ar ce (A.J.) A Defen ce an d Exp ositi on  of  t he Pr incip les o f
Astr olo gy : b ei ng a pop ul ar sk etch of Celesti al Ph ilo so phy  i n a ll  it s
br an ches, co nt ain in g a nswer s to al l r el igi ou s, scien ti fic, and 
po pu lar  o bject ion s, London, 1863.

Le  Pe ll eti er  (An at ole ) Les Ora cl es de Mi ch el de No st red am e,
Astr ólo gu e, Medecin  et Co nceil ler Or di nai re des Ro is Henr y I I.,
Fr an coi s II. et  C har les I X. Pari s, 1867.

Th e per iod i s one  of a decl in e i n the  n umb er  of  b ook s produ ced on
astr ology  in  Engl ish and Fr en ch, p ossib ly du e t o the  f act  t hat 
Darwin' s Or igin of  Sp ecies was pu bl ish ed in  1859. Thi s wor k



occu lti sm th er eaf te r. Af ter  1860 n o occult ist can  pr each occul ti sm to
th e pub li c wit hou t cou ch ing  i t i n evolu tionary te rms.

Th e fir st  two books li st ed ab ove  r epr esent  p ubl ic re lations pi eces,
at te mpt s to se ll th e p ub lic on t he  idea of  astr ol ogy . The  l ast  mere ly 
capi tal ises on  th e con ti nui ng  in te rest in Nost radamus.

Th is de cade al so se es th e t ransp lanti ng  of  t he conte mp orary  En gl ish 
astr ologi cal  t radit ion  t o t he  Un it ed St ate s of Ameri ca in  t he pe rsons
of  t he th ree  Brou gh ton  b rot he rs (Matt he w, Mark an d Luk e) wh o
emig rat ed to P hil adelp hi a i n the  1860's. Luk e p roduced Br ou ght on 's
Mo nt hly  Plan et  Read er and Astr olo gi cal  J our na l ( No 1, 1860). He 
(Luk e) moved t o N ew York  in  1863 and conti nu ed pu bli sh ing  i t. In 
1869 he  p roduced a te xt  book : El em ent s of Astro lo gy i n whi ch  some 
important  bi og rap hi cal  data i s t o be found. The  Brou gh ton  f ami ly 
we re  al l ast rolog er s. Th eir  f ath er  an d grandfat he r h ad be en 
astr ologe rs an d all  had bee n invol ved i n h omeop at hy or  he rb ali sm.
In  t he Br ou ght on s we see  t he En gli sh  astr ologi cal  t radit ion  which
li nk s t he  18th  ce nt ury  t o t he  19th  tr an smi tt ed to th e USA wher e it
powe rfu ll y i nf lue nces th e development  of 20t h cen tur y Ame ri can 
astr ology .

Lu ke  Br ou ght on  (d. 1898)  taug ht a numbe r of leadi ng Ameri can
astr ologe rs, amon g the m W. H. Ch en ey (1821-1903), fath er of  Jack 
London,Cat her in e Thompson  (1858-1934), e dit or  of  t he Boston
base d ast rol og ical per iodical  Th e Sph in x, Ll ewe ll yn Ge org e and
John  Haze rig g (1860-1941). Br oug ht on' s sty le  of  astr ol ogy  i s a nu ts
an d bol ts astr ology  as i t was pr actised in  Engl an d at the  b egi nn ing 
of  t he 1860' s. Th is st yl e of ast rolog y has domi nated t he "t radit ion al "
pr actice of Ameri can ast rol og y f rom t he  ar ri val  of t he  Br ou ght on s i n
th e 1860' s t o the  p resen t day , mor e t han 110 ye ar s l at er. It was al so
th e branch u pon whi ch th e Th eosop hi c ast rol og ers such  as Alan
Le o graft ed th eir  " Th eosop hi cial Ast rolog y"  at  t he tu rn of  th e
ce nt ury . In th is tr adi ti on is th e wor k of Ch arl es Cart er, f or ex amp le .

Eighth Decade

Gardner  l ist s nin e wor ks du ri ng th is pe riod. Th re e t imes more th an
th e pre ce din g decade.



Ch ri sti an  (P ) Hi st oir e de la  Ma gi e d u Mo nd e su rn atu rel et  d e l a
fa ta lit é a tr av ers les tem ps et  les peup les. Pa ri s  un dated (1870?) 9

En cy clo pa edi a Br it ann ica  vide -- Ar ticle  Astr ology , vol II., P 738 9t h
ed. Edi nb urg h 1875.

Ch an ey's Eph emeri s f ro m 1800 -  1877 i ncl usive. Dai ly  lo ngitu des o f
Sa tu rn, J upi ter, Ma rs, S un, Venu s, Mercury , etc r evi sed f ro m
ep hemer id es by  Ho ld swo rt h, Ra pha el , Za dk iel , and  Si mm oni te, b y
W. H. C heney , Sal em, O reg on , 1877.

Advi ell e (Vi ct or)  Do cu men ts in éd its su r les Pr op hét ies
No st rad am us et  su r Vin cent Sève so n co nt inu at ur, etc. Br ug es et 
Pari s, 1878

Ackr oyd ( Joh n)  Astr olo gy : Egy pti an  Astr ono my , b ei ng a disco urse
on  t he in flu en ce of  th e sta rs on  m ank in d, et c. Rochdale , 1878

B. H . Th e Pl an isp here, a nd ho w t o use i t. London, 1878.

Pe ar ce (A.J.) Th e Textb ook  o f A st rol ogy, Vo l I , Genethl io logy,
London 1879.

Bouche Le cl erc ( A) Hi st oir e de la  Di vi nat io n da ns l'An tiq ui té,
To me I., Int ro ducti on, Divi na tio n Hell eni qu e ( Meth odes)  Pars 1879.

Al ma nach Astr olo gi que, scienti fi que, astr ono mi que, ph ysi qu e,
sa ti riq ue, et c., Ma gn éti sm e, él ectri ci té, déco uvert es, pr ogrès, et c,
Pari s i n 18, An eé es, 1879, 1889.

Th is is t he de cade that saw t he foundin g of the  Theosophi c Socie ty
in  N ew York  ( 1875) . Int ere st  in  Nost radamus conti nu es. P aul 
Ch ri sti an  in tr odu ce s mag ic an d car toman cy in to th e con sider ati on 
of  astr ol ogy . Joh n Ackr oyd ( an au todidact?)  cont in ues an i nt ere st  in 
Eg yp tian mat te rs in  conn ect ion wit h ast rol og y. We  se e an hi stori cal 
su rvey of  astr ology  by  an academic. The re is te ch nical  astr ology 
an d pop ul ar astrology du rin g thi s decade. Fr om th is point  on t he re

                                                
    9 Thi s w ork w as edited and revised by Ross Ni chols and translated by James
Ki rkup and Jul ian S haw  as: The History and P racti ce of Magi c by Paul Christian in
2 vols. In i ts original French or in its E nglish edi ti on one gets the sense that i t was
know n by every occulti st and astrologer of note i n the late 19th and early 20th
centuri es. Sephari al  reli es heavi ly on i t i n a number of his works. A central feature
of the book is its rel iance on the astrology of Junctinus, F. Maternus and Ptol emy
and its connection of Tarot cards with astrology-- an innovati on unknown i n



is an i ncrease  in  t he nu mbe r of works p ubl ished i n Eng lish on
In di an Astrology (see be low Tabl e Two).

Ninth Decade

Gardner  l ist s fou rt een  work s dur in g t hi s p er iod.

Ol d Mo or e's ( The Genu in e), 1883 Du bli n.

Mi hi ra (Varaha)  Th e Br ih at Sa mh ita  t ransl at ed in to En gli sh  by  N .
Ch idamb ar am Iy er . Madu ra. 1884.

Me hr en (A. F .)  Vu es D'Av icenn e su r l'Astro lo gie et  su r le r app or t d e
la  resp onsib ili té hu ma ine av ec, le Dest in. Louvain , 1885.

Coll ing wood (W. Ge rshom) Astr olo gy  in  t he Ap oca ly pse, an essay 
on  b ibl ical al lusio ns to  ch al daean  science. O rp ing ton, Ke nt, 1886.

Edki ns (Rich ar d) Wh en  di d Bab yl oni an  Astr olo gy  en ter C hi na?
London, 1886.

W C E S er geant ’s re print  of A ni ma Astr olo gi ae, The Astro lo ger 's
Gu id e, (ori g. 1675)  b y Wil liam Lil ly . 1886, London.

Br ou ght on  (L.D.) Rema rks u pon  A str ol ogy  a nd Astr omedi cal 
Bo ta ny 8vo, 12p p, Ne w Yor k, un dat ed.

Br ou ght on  (L.D.) In tr odu ct ory  R ema rk s t o a p am phl et  en ti tled,
Wh y I a m an Astro lo ger , and  a  Rely  to  R . A . Pro ct or's Art icle on 
th e "Hu mb ug of  Astr olo gy ." 8vo. 46pp  Ne w Yor k, 1887.

Bu tl er (H iram E.)  So la r Bio logy, Boston 1887.

Ol d (Walt er Gorn ) {Se ph ari al }, A st rol ogica l Jud gemen t upo n the
Gr ea t S ol ar Eclip se of  1887, 1886, London.

El y Star, (pseu d.)  Les My st ères d e L'Ho rosco pe. Pari s 1888.

Pe ar ce (A.J.) Th e Textb ook  o f A st rol ogy, vo l II, Mund an e,
Astr ometeoro lo gy, Medi ca l a nd  Ho ra ry Astro lo gy, London 1889.

Bu rg oyn e (T. H .) Th e Light  of  Egyp t  London,1889.

Hart man n (Dr  F ran z)  Th e Pri ncipl es of  A str ol ogi ca l Geom ancy,
London 1889.



We  see an  astr ologi cal  i nte re st bu rge on ing . The re  is p racti cal 
in te rest in In dian ast rolog y. Th e the me s of Ast rolog y and t he Bi ble ,
Astr ology  an d Desti ny, Astr ol ogy  and Ge omancy and Astr ol ogy 
an d Heali ng ar e r ep resen ted. The  e arl y wri ti ngs of Se ph ari al  fall 
in to th is pe ri od as does th e ear ly  work  of  Thomas Bu rg oyn e.
Bu tl er' s So la r Bio logy dealt wi th He lioce ntr ic Astr ology . Edki ns
(Richar d)  Wh en  di d Bab yl oni an  Astr olo gy  en ter C hi na? Lon don ,
1886, app ear s to be  an  academic te xt. Inte re st in  Me di eval Ast rolog y
is shown by Hart man n' s b ook on Astr olo gi cal  Geom ancy; Me hr en
(A. F.)  Vu es D'Av icenn e su r l'Astro lo gie et  su r le r app or t d e la
resp onsib ili té hu ma ine av ec, le Dest in. Louvain , 1885; an d An im a
Astr olo gi ae, Th e Ast ro loger 's Gu ide ( or ig. 1675) by Wm Lill y. 1886,
London.

Tenth Decade

Gardner  l ist s 28 works i n t hi s p er iod.

Baug han  ( Rosa)  Th e Inf lu ence of th e S ta rs, a  bo ok  of  O ld Wo rld 
Lo re, i n thr ee pa rt s: (i)  A str ol ogy , (ii ) Ch ir oma ncy, (i ii) 
Ph ysiogno my....The S ign if ica nce o f the m oles on th e b od y
astr olo gi cal ly  co nsidered, th e Mystic Wheel of Py th ago ra s, an d t he
Meth ods o f w or kin g it. London 1889. 1891.

Bu rg oyn e (T. H .) Celesti al  Dy na mics, De nve r, 1890.

Bu rg oyn e (T. H .) Th e Lan gu age o f t he St ar s Den ver , 1890.

Ackr oyd ( Joh n)  Astr o-Phr eno lo gy: t he pl anet rea der a nd  ou tl ine f or
st ud ent s, a new a nd  im pr oved met ho d o f giv in g j ud gem en t b y
po si tio ns at  b irt h, po in tin g out  t he co ndi ti ons f or li fe an d h ea lth ,
et c., i ll ust ra ted  b y t he na ti vit ies o f Fox, Pi tt , C an nin g, Geor ge th e
IV., Lord  Brou gh am, Lord  Byro n, an d oth er s, Rochdal e ( 1890?).

An de rson (Karl ) Th e Ast ro logy of th e O ld  Test ament , o r the l ost 
Wo rd  rega ined, Boston , USA, 1892.  N ot e: Contain s, in te r alia a g ood
de al  of  specul ati on  concern in g t he  Gr eat P yr ami d.

El y Star, (pseu d.)  Co ur s D'Astro lo gie. Pari s 1892

Br ou ght on  (L.D.) Pl an eta ry  In fl uen ce, 8vo. 61pp Ne w Yor k, 1893

Bane rji  ( B. N.) Ea sy  Or ienta l Ast ro logy or Ra ma l-Vid ya, th e
begi nner's b oo k o f Occul t F or tun e Tel li ng. Calcutt a, 1893.



Be rdoe (Edward) Th e Ori gi n a nd  Gr ow th of  th e Hea li ng Ar t, a
po pu lar  h ist or y o f med icine i n a ll  ages an d cou nt ries. Deal s w it h
astr olo gy 's relat io n w it h m ed ici ne. London 1893.

Dalt on (J ose ph  G)  Th e Sph er ica l Basis of  A str ol ogy . Boston , 1893.

Laur ent  ( A.)  La  Ma gi e et  La Div ina ti on ch ez les Ch al deo -
Assy riens, Pari s, 1894.

Le ader (Will iam)  Co el est ia  Cert a, or  th e Testi mon y of th e S ta rs to 
Ch ri st. Me lbour ne, 1894.

My st eres des Sci en ces Occu ltes... Di vin at ion  Na tu rel le et 
Ar ti ficielle, Or ga nes d e l a Div in ati on , Astr olo gi e, des Sci en ces
Occu ltes, et c., p ar  un  In it ié, Pari s, 1894?

Narayan a,( Bh at ta)  Ch am atk ar  Ch in tam an i, or  th e Gem  o f
Astr olo gy , Bombay, 1894.

An de rson (Karl ) Ta bl es of  Ho uses fo r A st rol ogica l Stu dents w ith 
to wn s, ci ties, et c for  w hich they are a ppl icabl e Bost on, USA, 1895.

Ol d (W. Gorn ) { Se ph ari al }  Ka bb ali st ic Astro lo gy, London (1895?)

Se ph ari al , Th e Hor oscop e rev ised by  Za ri el an d t he
Pr ognosti cat io ns ba sed  u pon  t he ru lin g signs by  "Seph ari al ".
London, ( 1895?)

Bark er (C. J . Th e Ast ro loger 's Ready  Reck oner, fo r ascer tai ni ng
fr om  th e Ep hemer id es th e a pp roxim ate Zodi acal po sit io n o f the
Su n, Mo on , a nd  Pl an ets a t a ny  ti me fr om  No on  to  Noon , etc.
Hali fax , 1895.

Haat an ( Ab el)  Tr ai té d'Astro lo gie Ju di cia ir e, in flu en ces pl an éta ir es,
détermi na tio n d e l'ho rosco pe, cl ef général e des pr op hét ies
Astr olo gi ques, et c. Pari s, 1895.

Be nn ett  ( Ell en  H.) Astr olo gy , S ci ence of Kn owl ed ge an d R ea son , a
tr ea tise on th e h ea ven ly  bo di es in  an  easy  a nd co mpr eh ensiv e f or m.
pu b by au thor , N ew York , 1897.

Br ou ght on  (L.D.) Th e Elements o f A st rol ogy, 8vo., 473 pp . N ew
York , p ub  by  auth or , 68 Sou th  Wash ing ton Squ are . (1898?)

Wate rs, W. G . A Bi ogr ap hical  St ud y { of  Jero me Ca rd an} , Lon don ,



El y Star, (pseu d.)  L'Astro lo gie ou  L'Ar t d e vo ir  L'Av eni r av ec
fi gu res et  t abl ea ux expl ica ti fs. Pari s 1898?

Su ll ivan (J. B.) Seven Easy Lesson s in Astro lo gy, 2n d e d. Yonk ers,
Ne w Yor k, 1898.

Bouche Le cl erc ( A) L'Astro lo gie Gr ecque. Pari s, E. Le roux, 1899.

Cr ai g ( James A) Astr olo gi cal -A str on omi ca l Texts co pied fro m the
Or igina l Tab lets in  th e Bri ti sh Mu seu m, Lei pzi g, 1899.

Hi ng ston ( James) Go sp el of  th e Sta rs or  w ond er s o f ast ro logy, by 
Ga br iel . Ne w Yor k, 1899.

Ve dr a ( Yarmo) (pseu d.)  Heli ocent ric A str ol ogy , Phi la del ph ia, USA,
1899.

Cl early , the re  was an ex plosi on of  in te rest in astrology in  th e last
de cade of  th e 19t h cen tu ry. 28 wor ks is more  th an  doub le th e
hi gh est  n umb er  of  any ot her  decade . The  academi cs ar e back in th e
fi el d, eg  Bouche Le cl erc ( A) L'Astro lo gie Gr ecque. Pari s, E. Le roux,
1899; an d Craig (J ame s A) Astr olo gi cal -A str on omi ca l Texts co pied
fr om  th e Ori gi nal  Tabl et s i n the Brit ish Museum , Lei pzi g, 1899.
Note  al so: Wat ers, W. G. A Bi ogr ap hical  St ud y { of  Jero me Ca rd an} ,
London, 1898. Pop ul ar astrology mi xes with  othe r occul t art s, e.g.
Baug han  ( Rosa)  Th e Inf lu ence of th e S ta rs, a  bo ok  of  O ld Wo rld 
Lo re, i n thr ee pa rt s: (i)  A str ol ogy , (ii ) Ch ir oma ncy,
(i ii )Phy sio gn omy ....The Si gn ifi ca nce o f t he mo les o n the b ody 
astr olo gi cal ly  co nsidered, th e Mystic Wheel of Py th ago ra s, an d t he
Meth ods o f w or kin g it. Lon don , 1889. 1891; and Ackr oyd ( Joh n) 
Astr o-Phr eno lo gy: t he pl anet rea der a nd  ou tl ine f or st udent s, a new 
an d imp ro ved  m eth od  of  givi ng ju dgement  by  p osi ti ons a t b ir th,
po in tin g out  t he co ndi ti ons f or li fe an d h ea lth , etc., il lu str at ed by 
th e na ti vit ies o f Fox, Pi tt , C an ning, Geor ge th e I V., Lord  Brou gh am,
Lo rd  By ro n, an d o th ers, Rochdale  (1890?) . Hin du  an d techn ical
astr ology  cont inu e to have in ter est.

In  t he last ci tat ion, pl ease not e the  over t declarat ion of revision ism.
Th e aut hor p re sen ts a "n ew an d i mp roved" met hod of g iving 
ju dg eme nt  on  t he ch art . Thi s is li kel y sig ni fican t of mor e than a
se ll ing  p loy . It ve ry li kel y den ot es in novat ion s of th e aut hor 's
cr eation and as such diverg es fr om "t he  ol d way " (if  t he au thor
kn ew it ). As such  Ackr oyd's ne w met hod i s par t of th e l at e 19t h
ce nt ury / 20t h cen tu ry in fat uation wit h inn ovati on  in  astr ol ogy ; an



TABLE ONE

Quantitative analysis:
Fi rst Decade: Gardner  l ist s 7 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.
Seco nd Decad e: Gardner  l ist s 10 works duri ng  th is pe ri od.
Th ir d Decade: Gardner  l ist s 9 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.
Fo ur th Decad e: Gardner  l ist s 7 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.
Fi ft h Decade: Gardner  l ist s 5 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.
Si xt h Decade: Gardner  l ist s 12 works duri ng  th is pe ri od.
Seventh  Deca de: Gardner  l ist s 3 wor ks du rin g thi s per iod.
Ei gh th Decad e: Gardner  l ist s 9 wor ks du ri ng th is pe riod.
Ni nt h Decade: Gardner  l ist s 14 works duri ng  th is pe ri od.
Tent h Decade: Gardner  l ist s 28 works duri ng  th is pe ri od.

                    Total wor ks li ste d: 104

Note  th e dip  i n t he  nu mb er of  astr ologi cal  b ook s pub li she d in th e
se ve nth  decade  of  t he 19th ce ntu ry  (1860-1869). This was th e decade 
of  t he ap pearance  of Dar win 's Or igin of  Sp ecies. Th is di p, however ,
occu rs ri ght  afte r a y ear i n whi ch  12 p ubl icati on s are  li st ed an d r ig ht
be fore 9 are  l ist ed. It see ms as t hou gh  wh at eve r cau se d t he  di p
coul d n ot  st em th e rise of astrological  in te rest. By  t he en d of the 
ce nt ury  -  th e last decade – an u nb eli evabl e sur ge  in  i nte re st in 
astr ology  take s p lace an d t he re ar e 28 books pu bl ish ed du ri ng th at
ti me .

TABLE TWO

Work s on Indian Ast rol og y l isted:

Mi hi ra (Varaha)  Th e Br ih at Sa mh ita  t ransl at ed in to En gli sh  by  N .
Ch idamb ar am Iy er . Madu ra. 1884.

Bane rji  ( B. N.) Ea sy  Or ienta l Ast ro logy or Ra ma l-Vid ya, th e
begi nner's b oo k o f Occul t F or tun e Tel li ng. Cal cut ta, 1893.

Narayan a,( Bh at ta)  Ch am atk ar  Ch in tam an i, or  th e Gem  o f
Astr olo gy , Bombay, 1894.

Note that all are post 1875.  This list is incomplete.



Th e posit ion  t hat  astr ology  was per pe tuate d f rom t he  18th  ce nt ury 
to t he 19th in  En gl and mere ly  by  t he Al man ac make rs al one  i s
in corre ct , as is th e vie w t hat t he  Th eosop hi cial Socie ty si ngl e
handily  r evi ve d ast rol og y. Th e e vi den ce  fr om Gardner 's su rvey
st rongl y imp li es th at du rin g the  f irst cou pl e of decades of  th e 19t h
ce nt ury  t her e wer e at le ast  a fe w pract isi ng  astr ologe rs in  En gl and
wh o wer e ste ep ed in  18th  ce nt ury  astr ol ogy . Pre ci sel y who t hese
astr ologe rs we re re mai ns a my ste ry  to me at pre se nt, b ut it  is clear
th ey  we re  st ee ped i n l at e 18t h cen tur y ast rolog y, pr ob abl y from
En gl ish  sour ce s such as Gadb ury  and Si bl y. Admit te dly  t hey  were 
cont inu in g a decl in ing  art; an art  wh ich was not revived tr uly  u nti l
th e last thi rd of  t he 19th ce ntu ry ; especially  t he last de cade of th at
ce nt ury . Yet  e ven  i n t he  th ir d t o six th  de cades we see  th e
ap pe arances of  te xt s on pract ical ast rolog y. Mu ch  of  t his p racti cal 
astr ology  is p op- astrology, b ut John Varl ey, whom I in cl ude d as
su ch  ab ove, was sti ll a good pre di cti ve  astr ologe r. It  mu st  al so be 
admi tte d that pop -astr ol oge rs woul d n ei the r read nor  u se su ch te xts
as Ox le y's math emati cal ast rol og y. We  mu st  conclude that the re 
we re  comp ete nt , l earne d, math emati cal  astr ol oge rs ab ou t i n those 
days.

Fr an cis Barr ett 's Th e Magus ( London 1801) , whi ch st ran ge ly does
not app ear i n Gardner 's catalog ue  of  astr ol ogi cal b ooks10, assumes
an d advocate s ast rolog ical compe te nce  as a p rer eq uisit e f or  th e
pr actice of magic. I myself  h ave  seen  a hand en gr ave d brass
tali sman from the  coll ection of a mid-19th  cent ur y Eng lish stu de nt
of  magi c in th e Archives Di vi sion of th e N ew York  Pu bl ic Li brary 
5t h Ave nu e Resear ch  Li br ary , in Ne w Yor k Cit y. Th is st ron gl y
su gg est s to me  th at  th e pract ice  of ast rol og ical mag ic was not 
en ti rel y unk nown in  En gl and circa 1850. In de ed, Howe  te ll s u s in
hi s Ur an ia's Chi ld ren  t hat some of the  19th  cent ur y ast rol og ers
we re  acti ve in  th e occul t art s g en erall y. Su ch pr act ices, i n order to
have  an y hop e of su cce ss, n ecessit ate  a le ve l of ast rolog ical
comp ete ncy i nvolvin g mat hemat ics and de lin eation far  b eyond th e
pop- ast rolog y level . Th us, I am l ed to b eli eve t hat t he  Occu lt
Re vi val  of t he  late  19th  ce nt ury , was e xactl y t hat, a revival of  a
tr aditi on  wh ich h ad ne ve r e nt ire ly  di ed ou t, bu t whi ch  had bee n
we ak ene d, had det er ior at ed, and mu tat ed in to th e for m the  said
"r evival"  took , n amely  a Th eosop hi c Dir ect ion al á Blavat sk y's Secr et
Do ct rin e.

                                                
    10 B ut is mentioned merely en passant i n a note on page 12 in Gardner's



Th is Bl avatsky an re dir ection of astrology ne eds more  atte nt ion  and,
for the  mome nt , a q ual if icati on. F rom one point  of vie w t he  ge ne ral 
pr actice of astrology se ems t o h ave r emain ed un af fecte d b y
Bl avatsky 's me tapar adigm of The osoph y. Astrological  pr actit ioner s,
for the  most  p art , have remai ned p aroch ial , readi ng on ly pop-
astr ology  le ve l b ooks made avail ab le by  th e pub li she rs to e xpl oi t
th e mar ke t i n astr o-p ab ulu m. As a re su lt of  th is, t he  ge ne ral  l eve l of
astr ology  has decli ned since the  b egi nn ing  of t he  20th  ce nt ury  and
many  me di ocr e ast rolog er s, su ch as Se ph ari al , are  se en  as Mast er s,
wh er eas comp et ent  astr ol oge rs, such as a J oh n Varl ey, a Pe ar ce or  a
Si mmoni te , are  of te n u nk nown. Pe ar ce, Si mmoni te , Leo, and
Se ph ari al  used Pr imary  Dire ct ion s. Not wit hstan di ng
comp ute ri sat ion f ew if  any astrologer s today  kn ow how to compu te 
Pr imari es; f ewer st ill  u se th em, t he fi eld's math emati cal  comp et ency
be in g so wre tched.

On  t he ot her  h and, alt hough  Theosophy  h as of ten  b een  credit ed
wi th  th e revival of  astr ology  in  t he later  p art  of t he  19th  ce nt ury , in
fact  Bl avatsky  an d her  f oll owers were  crit ical of  th e con te mporary
pr actice of astrology. They  oppose d " fortu ne  te ll ing ,"  be li evi ng  th at 
in  anci en t t imes it  had bee n a f ar  loft ier  and re con di te af fai r,
re se mbl in g, in  fact , t he ir ve rsi on  of  Theosophy 11. Th is cr iti ci sm, and
th e bel ie f t hat ast rol og y h ad on ce  be en  Th eosop hy  or  some th ing 
li ke  it , ope ne d t he  door  to r evi si oni st  ef forts such  as t hat of the  20th 
ce nt ury  astr ol oge r and Theosophi st  Marc Edmu nd Jones and a
sp at e of "Esot eri c"  astr ologi es. In t hi s way , and ot he rs, Blavat sky an 
Th eosop hy  be came on e of the  i nfl ue nce s dir ectin g the  deve lopme nt 
of  20th  cent ur y ast rol og y.

Af te r t he  ei gh th de cade revision ism e nt ers t he astrological  scen e
wi th  th e rise of in novat ion s such as He lioce ntr ic Astr ology  an d the 
sp re ad of  an  i nte re st in  In di an Astrology. This i s i mp ort an t as it
re pr ese nt s a b reak in th e i nt egr it y of Weste rn Astrological  pr actice;
an  un iversal isati on of  th e Art  which ent ai ls a wil li ngn ess t o try  a
nu mb er of  astr ologi cal  t ech ni que s reg ar dle ss of  t he me tap hy sical ,
cu lt ural or re lig ious mi lie u to wh ich  t hey  b elong . That t hi s cou ld
happ en at  al l shows th at  th e pract iti on ers of ast rol og y wer e b y thi s
ti me  un ab le to ap pr eci at e t he  importance of such con ce pts. The y
had become mer e p racti ti one rs; n o lon ge r wer e t he y p hi losop her s.

                                                
    11 Vi de H .P .B. i n Isis Unveiled, Theosophical  University P ress, 1976, vol.I, p
259; al so Secret Doctrine , vol.I 105, 1888 edi tion.  A lso see, Purucker Occult
Di ctionary, Theosophical  University P ress, 1972 (orig 1933), p.10. Purucker also
deal s w ith astrol ogy i n his Fundamentals of the Esoteri c Phi losophy, Theosophi c



It  i s t hi s f act, pe rhaps more  th an  an y oth er , whi ch pe rmi ts th e 20t h
ce nt ury  deve lopme nt  of  N ew Ag e r evisi on s of ast rolog y,
ch ar act er ise d as th ey ar e b y a l ack of met hod, in teg rated
ph il osoph ical or me tap hy sical  vi si on an d a p atchwork  of
"t echni qu es"  drawn from wholl y u nconn ected t radit ion s: Me di eval
We st ern , "Ur an ian ,"  Indi an , Chi nese, Ti be tan , May an , Azt ec,
Amer ican Plain s Indian , etc -  or  e ven  f rom n on- ex ist en t t radit ions,
e.g. th e Cel ti c Tre e Zodiac.

Th e pre se nt st udy  sheds no li ght  u pon  t he de vel op men t of
psychol og ical ast rolog y, bu t the n, th is is l arg el y a 20th  cent ur y
af fair an d t he  scop e of thi s stu dy  has bee n limit ed to 19th  ce nt ury 
sour ces. But  whil e the  p hen omenon of psych ol ogi cal ast rol og y i s a
20th  ce nt ury  affair , t he  root s of 20t h cen tu ry astrology' s inf at uat ion
wi th  psychol og y are  to b e f ou nd in  19th  ce nt ury  occu lt ism, not  19th 
ce nt ury  astr ol ogy . To in vesti gat e thi s que st ion  woul d ent ai l t he 
st udy of C. G. Ju ng 's in vol ve men t wit h spi ri tuali sm, occu lt ism and
al ch emy  as i t was u nde rstood aft er  1850. It wou ld al so en tail a
di scussion of the  al ch emi cal u nderstandi ng  of  19th  cent ur y
occu lti st s and su ch  is an e ndeavou r f ar  ou tside  t he scope  of t hi s
pr esent  study.

SPECIAL NOTE: digital copies of many of the original texts
referred to in the main body of this Study may be o bta in ed by 
ap pl ica ti on to  th e New  Libr ar y a rchiv ist:
contact@new-library.com

Robert Zoller.
http://www.new-library.com/zoller
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